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25th March 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We have now been back for almost three weeks and our students have shown amazing 
resilience and adaptability in lessons. It has been a tough year for everyone with so many 
unknowns. We know it must be tough supporting young people who are so desperate to get 
back to ‘normal’.  
 
We have now had clarification of what will count towards final grades, and how the grades 
will be awarded this year. At this point, I would also like to reassure you that no child will be 
disadvantaged due to lockdown or for any loss of learning.  
 
We held an assembly this week with the students, so that they are aware of how grades are 
being awarded this year. Below, we have tried to second-guess some of the questions which 
will be at the forefront of your minds to help to ease your concerns:  
 
How are my grades being awarded this year?  
Grades for GCSE will be based on a process involving the teacher assessments against 
national standards, internal quality assurance and external quality assurance by OAT and 
the exam boards. The national process defined by the Department for Education and the 
exams’ regulator, Ofqual, is as follows:  

• Teachers will assess students against a national standard, which will be defined by the exam 

boards before the Easter break.  

• Departments will submit grades which will be quality assured by the academy. This internal 

quality assurance process will have to be signed off by the exam board to ensure it is 

rigorous and in line with national standards.  

• Our academy results will be quality assured externally by the exam boards, which may 

include random sampling of our academy evidence.  

• If the exam boards are confident in our submitted results, then the exam boards will award 

students their final grades.  

• If students do not think their results are accurate, they will have the right to appeal. The 

evidence gathered will be send away for grading.  

So, does the teacher award the grade?  
• Simply: no. The grades students achieve will start with their teacher assessment of their 

performance across a range of evidence. This is against a nationally-defined standard, not 



 

 

the teacher’s opinion. This assessment is then subject to both internal and external quality 

assurance before the final grade is awarded by the exam board as usual. 

What about loss of learning/impact of Covid-19?  
• This year, teachers will only assess students on content they have been taught –because of 

the continued disruption of the pandemic. This means students will not be disadvantaged if 

they, individually or as a year group, have been unable to complete their full course. 

However, grades can only be submitted based on the evidence we have for students’ 

performance. 

• Students who would usually have exams access will be given this during the assessment 

period.  

What evidence can be used?  
• Teachers can draw upon a range of assessment evidence from across the course. This may 

include mock exams, classroom assessments, classwork, homework or assessments set by 

the exam boards.  

• We cannot share the final grades with students because the work will be moderated - and 

we don’t want to mislead them.  

Where will the evidence come from?  
• Assessments or work that has been completed before now.  

• Assessments that will produced over the next 6/7 school weeks. For some lessons, lots of 

mini assessments will take place.  

• Each subject will have different assessment plans during next half term.  

• Students will be awarded a grade based on the standard/grade of the work that has been 

produced. 

• Grades will not be a prediction of student’s potential. Students will receive a grade based on 

the evidence of assessments that they have produced.  

• In most cases, the evidence in the subject portfolio will be assessments/exam questions.  

• Assessments will only be on content that has been taught.  

• Most assessments will take place in class rather than in the exam hall and in some cases, 

students won’t complete full assessments/exams (like they would do normally).  

• Exam boards are releasing assessment materials which can be used by teachers.  

Assessment Expectations  
• Students will have time in lessons to prepare for upcoming assessments.  

• Students need to take full advantage of these lessons, so that they are prepared to complete 

assessments to the best of their ability.  

• Although teachers can & will use evidence of assessments which have already completed, 

these upcoming assessments provide students with an opportunity to improve their grade.  

• Students need to try their absolute hardest during assessments – they need to showcase 

their best work.  

 
 
 



 

 

What can students do over the next few months?  
• Ensure that they are in the academy when they can be.  

• If students are isolating/off school – they need to complete the work set by their teachers.  

• Engage fully in all lessons.  

• Take full advantage of planning/preparation lessons. Make sure they are prepared as 

possible in order to complete their assessments to the best of their ability. 

• Attend P6 lessons so that they receive additional support or extra planning time.  

• Be respectful and grateful for the amazing teachers that they have. Staff are going above 

and beyond to support students in achieving the grades that we know students are capable 

of achieving, but they need the evidence to back this up.  

• Be proud of the work produced if they have given it their best shot.  

When will students leave?  
• There will be a sign off process for every subject.  

• They will continue to attend all lessons until they have completed the evidence required for 

all subjects.  

• This process will take place from May half term until at least the 11th June.  

• We will confirm the date of the leaver’s day after the Easter holidays. But this will not be the 

final day if you do not have the required evidence/assessments.  

Careers   
• Students should all now have a good idea of where they are going and what they are going 

to study next year.  

• If students have not yet done this, then they will not be signed off.  

• Mrs Carroll is happy to help students apply for Post-16 courses and we will continue to 

support this over the next half term.  

• Make sure to dedicate some time over the Easter holidays for revision and planning 

upcoming assessments.  

• Also, make sure students get a break and relax so that they are ready to give it their 

absolute best during next half term.  

 
To support students in the completion of their coursework, we have arranged an Easter 
Holiday School from Monday 29th – Wednesday 31st March between 9.00am and 
2.00pm. Subject sessions are as follows: 

 

Day Subject Teacher in charge 

Monday 29th March Engineering Mr Herridge 

Monday 29th March Media Studies Mr Sorrento 
Monday 29th March Travel & Tourism Mr O’Brien 

Tuesday 30th March Art Mr Cullen 
Tuesday 30th March Sport Mr Aldous 

Wednesday 31st March Enterprise Mr Pillar 

Wednesday 31st March  Health & Social Care/CPLD Mrs O’Brien 
 



 

 

Your child has received an invite to attend relevant sessions before the end of term, and so 
that they can achieve their best possible grade, they must attend. 
 
I am aware that this is a lot of information to digest, but I do hope that it answers all of the 
questions that you have.  
 
If you have any further questions please contact either Mr Sorrento, Vice-Principal                 
( ssorrento@cliffparkoa.co.uk ) or me ( gpillar@cliffparkoa.co.uk ). 
 
Finally, as I said at the start of this letter, this has not been an easy term, but I would like to 
thank you for your continued support and wish you and your family an enjoyable Easter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mr G Pillar 
Assistant Principal - Standards 
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