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5th March 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Re: Re-opening Update, 5th March 2021 
 
Thank you to those of you who attended our on-line Parent Forum this week. 
  
For those of you who were unable to attend due to work and family commitments, and in 
response to several questions raised, both at this event and via email, I am writing to clarify 
some of the steps we will be taking to fully re-open to all students from Monday 8th March 
2021.   
 
Please can you share the contents of this letter with your child to help them to successfully 
prepare for their return to the academy next week. 
 
I am really looking forward to seeing everyone again. 
 
Wishing you a safe and happy weekend. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
 

Ms T. Poulter 
Principal 
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Response to Frequently Asked Parent/Carer Questions 
 
I am worried that it is not safe for my child to return to school 
 
The risk to children becoming severely unwell due to coronavirus is considered low. 
However, please be assured that the welfare of all our community remains our top priority. 
As such, we will continue to put infection control measures in place, in line with the latest 
Government guidance, to help keep everyone safe. Please support us by complying with all 
the measures and by encouraging your child to do the same.  
 
The PowerPoint from the Parent Forum can be found here. 
 
Should you still have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact your 
Community Assistant Principal. 
 
I am shielding, should my child still return to school?  
 
Attendance for all students is mandatory from the March 8th, 2021, including for students 
who have family members shielding at home.  
 
What happens if my child, or a member of their family, has Coronavirus symptoms? 
 
Students who are self-isolating due to presenting with symptoms of Coronavirus, or because 
they have been exposed to somebody presenting with symptoms of Coronavirus, must not 
attend the academy under any circumstances until the self-isolation period has passed or 
they test negative.  
 
Students who cannot attend the academy because they are self-isolating will be educated 
remotely. If this circumstance arises your child can access remote learning through our on-
line filing cabinets which can be found here. Students will also have some Core MS Teams 
lessons, which will be advised to you separately, as they were during the Autumn Term.  
 
My child has cold symptoms - do I send them to school or not? 
 
This is all down to what the symptoms are. 
If your child has any of the Coronavirus symptoms which indicate that they need a test then 
they, and everyone else in the household, including siblings, should isolate straight away. 
You should book a test for the child with symptoms. 
 
A runny nose, blocked nose or a sore throat are currently not recognised symptoms that 
would require a test. 
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I have more than one child to drop off/collect at the start/end of the academy day 
 
As you are aware, the academy will be using staggered finishing times until further notice, to 
allow for effective social distancing and infection control.  
 
If you have more than one child, please bring them all together at the start of the academy 
day. They will then proceed to their Form Group area following a coloured line on the 
pavement. Your children will know this procedure from before. This said, we will ensure that 
additional adults are available to make sure children arrive safely in the correct places!  
 
Unfortunately, it is not possible to mix bubbles by releasing siblings at the earliest allocated 
time etc. In this instance, all your children should wait for you/each other off site, away from 
the academy gate.  
 
Please remember that children should only ever be collected by a single parent/carer. Please 
can I also remind parents not to enter the academy site, not to park illegally in Kennedy 
Avenue and to always socially distance when collecting their children from the academy.  
 
Children with Special Educational Needs attending the academy, who arrive in taxis, will 
follow their normal arrangements, as agreed with Mrs Myhill, Assistant Principal (SENCO). 
 
How will you support my child’s specific needs during the return to school? 
 
We understand that some students with additional and/or complex needs may find this 
transition back into the academy particularly difficult, and any new routines both challenging 
and stressful. Please be assured that we are committed to supporting each individual family 
fully, so do not hesitate to contact your Community Assistant Principal and/or our SEND 
Lead, Mrs P. Myhill, at the academy, should you feel you need to do so.  
 
We also understand that some of the protective measures may not be suitable or appropriate 
for all our students. We have, for example, purchased clear face masks for teaching and 
support staff to support our Hearing-Impaired students. Children who are exempt from 
wearing masks should bring their official exemption card. 
 
Will my child still be able to get their Free School Meal? 
 
Our academy kitchens will be fully open from Monday 8th March 2021 and will be operating a 
limited menu, including some “hot” food. Children who are eligible for Free School Meals will 
continue to receive these daily. 
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If your circumstances have changed during the Coronavirus Pandemic, and you think that 
your child might be entitled to free school meals, please contact the academy office ASAP for 
support.  
 
Will there be any Educational visits?  
 
The guidance currently states that no Educational Visits should take place until further notice. 
The academy continues to source enrichment experiences which can take place to enhance 
the children’s curriculum. Our current offering can be found here. 
 
Will my son/daughter have to wear their school uniform during the Coronavirus 
Pandemic? Do I need to wash my child’s school uniform more regularly? 
 
The academy expects all pupils to wear their full school uniform from Monday 8th March 
2021. The current Government guidance states that you do not need extra sets of school 
uniform and that you do not need to wash it more regularly. 
 
We have taken the decision to continue to encourage PE kit to be worn instead of school 
uniform on PE days, to allow exercise without the need to bring PE kits to school/change.  
 
PE lessons will start from Monday 8th March 2021.  
On days when your child has PE, please ensure that your child attends in their official 
academy PE uniform. Any items that are outside of our policy, such as “hoodies”, will be 
confiscated and will need to be collected by a parent/carer.  
 
We would also like to remind you that hair should be the child’s natural colour and that 
jewellery must be limited to a watch/a small pair of stud earrings.  
 
Does my child have to be tested for Coronavirus before they return to school? 
 
In the interests of the safety of our community, we strongly recommend that you allow your 
child to be tested. However, this is not compulsory, and your child will still be able to attend 
the academy if you choose not to.  
 
In line with guidance, students who do not have three Lateral Flow Tests at school will not be 
provided with Home Testing Kits by the academy. 
 
How can I get tested? 
 
NHS Test and Trace announced earlier this week, that all adults in households with school 
and college age children without symptoms can now access regular rapid coronavirus 
(COVID-19) testing. 
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Undertaking regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing helps reduce transmission of the 
virus. Parents and other adults in households with children at school or college, who do not 
have symptoms, can now access regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. This 
includes childcare and support bubbles. 
 
Tests are fast, easy and completely free. There are different ways for a household, childcare 
or support bubble to collect their test to take at home, twice-weekly: 
 

• through your employer if they offer testing to employees 
• by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over can 

collect 2 packs of 7 tests 
• by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order online if you can access 

testing through other routes, this frees up home delivery for those who need it most 

 
If you have any queries about the tests, and you live in England, please call 119 (free from 
mobiles and landlines). Lines are open every day from 7am to 11pm. 
 
Testing is again voluntary, but strongly recommended to all who are eligible. Alongside the 
vaccine, washing hands, wearing face coverings, and maintaining social distancing, rapid 
testing plays a vital role in reducing transmission rates. Getting into the habit of regular 
testing as part of our everyday lives will help us all to play our part and do what we can to 
protect each other and to get back to normal more quickly. 
 
Should my child be tested if they have had Coronavirus in the last 90 days? 
 
Guidance now states that “individuals are exempt from testing by both PCR and LFD within 
90 days of a positive PCR test unless they develop new symptoms”. 
 
How will you help my child to catch up following yet another Lockdown/period of 
disruption? 
 
We have already introduced a new Recovery Curriculum that will run for most of this, and 
next, academic year. This focuses on student wellbeing as well as dealing with coverage of 
curriculum topics lost since we first closed in March 2020.  
 
Additionally, the Government has given schools and academies a Catch-Up Grant to help 
bridge gaps in learning due to the two lockdowns/periods of disruption because of the 
Coronavirus Pandemic.   
 
Evidence shows that small group tutoring is a very good use of this funding.  At Cliff Park, 
therefore, we are using some of our funding to support whole-academy welfare projects, as 
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well as tutoring in the Core subject areas of English, mathematics and Science.  We have 
widely used tutoring for Upper School students for some time now, and these sessions have 
shown very good results.   
 
Due to the Government funding, we are now able to extend this provision throughout the 
academy.  If your child has been identified, you will receive a separate letter shortly. If your 
child is in the Lower School (Year 7-9), tuition will take place during the academy day 
throughout the summer term.  If your child is in the Upper School (Year 10-11), tuition may 
also take place after school.  Experienced tutors will be used for this provision.  All tutors will 
have Enhanced DBS checks, and all tutoring will take place in school.  There will be NO 
COST to parents for this tuition.   
 
What is the new date for the Year 10 PTI? 
 
Year 10 Parent Teacher Information Evening (PTI) has been re-scheduled for Thursday 22nd 
April 2021. 
 


