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22nd December 2020 
 

Staggered Start / Coronavirus Testing in Schools 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Staggered Start 
 
The government has announced that there will be a staggered start for children as they 
return to school in January. This means that the only students learning on-site in the 
week commencing 4th January will be Year 11 (all students) and vulnerable students or 
children of critical workers in other year groups. Everyone else must stay at home and 
work remotely. 
 
If you are a critical worker, please let us know as soon as possible if your child will be 
attending any or all of the days in the first week back using this form. These students 
will work in the computer room allocated to their year group and will be supervised by a 
teacher while they complete the remote learning work set for their normal groups. 
 
Live lessons through Microsoft Teams will begin on Monday 4th January from Period 4. 
Students should follow their normal timetable for Week 1 and will be able to access 
scheduled lessons through their calendar. Staff in school will be checking the work that 
students hand in.  
 
Please see attached the guidance for students.  Any difficulties can they please email 
their Assistant Principal. 
 
We will welcome all students back to school on 11th January 2021. 
 
Coronavirus Testing in Schools 
 
The government is also asking schools to put in place rapid testing of staff and students 
from January. This involves a number of difficult logistical challenges, not least finding 
and preparing a suitable space and recruiting several staff/volunteers. We have not yet 
had any training materials or received any test kits.  
 
As a general principle, I support the idea of testing being available in schools, but we will 
only be providing it when we know we can do so safely and without affecting our core 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=cCy76NwEk0iIgsR7VNvSksZCdrgdr39IqFZSkGFY2F9UQjBaS0FYNDQ3SVRBVFMxSDhESk5VTE5aMC4u
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provision of education. We will begin preparations and await further guidance from the 
DfE, Norfolk Local Authority and Ormiston Academies Trust. If and when testing is 
available in school it will be voluntary and we will of course seek consent. 
 
Over Christmas 
 
Finally, a reminder that if your child tests positive over the Christmas period, you need 
to let us know using the email jspurgeon@cliffparkoa.co.uk and the subject line “Positive 
Covid Test”. Please include a phone number so I can contact you if I need to for test and 
trace purposes. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. I wish you a safe and restful Christmas and a 
happy new year. 
 

 
Zoe Cameron (Vice Principal) 
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