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Monday 9th November 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I would once again like to start by thanking you for your patience, cooperation and ongoing support 

following the latest update on Friday – it is greatly appreciated to know we have your support during 

what is an incredibly challenging time for everyone. 

I am now writing with a further update, following close consultation with Public Health England and 

Norfolk County Council over the weekend and today. As a result of the staff shortages we informed 

you of on Friday, and having recorded a further increase in the number of individuals testing positive 

for COVID-19 over the weekend, we have been advised that the academy must close for the next two 

weeks, with a provisional return date of Monday 23rd November.  

This is as a precautionary measure, and one which will help limit further transmission of COVID-19, 

which is highly contagious. We ask that you inform us immediately if your child develops symptoms of 

COVID-19 or receives a positive test result within the next two weeks, so that we can record and assess 

any further transmission during this period. Please email gpillar@cliffparkoa.co.uk.  

Additionally, given that we are now in a national lockdown and infection rates remain high in the local 

community, we would once again like to reinforce how important it is that everyone abides by the 

Government’s guidance and takes all precautionary measures including regularly washing hands, 

wearing a face-covering and keeping a 2 metre social distance from those outside your household, and 

staying at home where possible. If a member of your household experiences symptoms of COVID-19 

(high temperature; a new, continuous cough and/or loss or change to your sense of smell or taste), 

you must stay at home and arrange for a test. For more information please visit: https://bit.ly/35dt6ol.   

Again, we completely appreciate the inconvenience that the temporary closure of our academy will 

cause for many families, and it is of course not a decision that has been taken lightly. However, it is 

critical that we follow the advice of the experts in order to safeguard our students, staff and 

importantly the wider academy community. 

Whilst ensuring everyone’s health and safety is our absolute priority, we are also committed to 

ensuring we limit any disruption to your child’s education as best we can. Students will therefore be 

set work to complete from home from Tuesday 10th November until Friday 13th November, and details 

of these expectations per year group are as follows: 

Year 7: Students will have Microsoft TEAMS lessons for English, Maths and Science during their 

normal Week 1 timetabled times. For all other subjects, students should access their remote 

learning resources from http://www.cliffparkoa.co.uk/remote-learning/   
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Year 8: Students will have Microsoft TEAMS lessons for English, Maths and Science during their 

normal Week 1 timetabled times. For all other subjects, students should access their remote 

learning resources from http://www.cliffparkoa.co.uk/remote-learning/ 

Year 9: Students will have Microsoft TEAMS lessons for English, Maths and Science during their 

normal Week 1 timetabled times. For all other subjects, students should access their remote 

learning resources from http://www.cliffparkoa.co.uk/remote-learning/ 

Year 10: Students should follow their normal Week 1 timetable through Microsoft TEAMS for 

all lessons. 

Year 11: Students should follow their normal Week 1 timetable through Microsoft TEAMS for 

all lessons.  

For Year 11 students due to take their mock examinations, these will be postponed. We are 

keen to allow time for all students to settle back into the academy when we can safely open, 

and we will ensure that no students miss out on any planned support. We will therefore be 

updating the examination timetable accordingly and a letter will be sent to all Year 11 students 

from Mr Pillar, Assistant Principal, outlining our updated plans before the end of the week.  
 

A help sheet on how to access online Teams lessons is enclosed within this letter, and if you or your 

child is struggling to access the online provision, please contact your Community Assistant Principal as 

soon as possible. A further update will also follow towards the end of the week with regards to learning 

provision for the following week (week commencing 16th November).  

Given that a number of staff are unwell, it may not always be the case that they will be able to teach 

and/or respond to emails from students or families as quickly as they usually would, in the coming 

days. Please be assured that they will respond at their earliest opportunity. In the meantime, if there 

is an urgent enquiry or issue please contact Mrs Z Cameron (Vice Principal)  via 

zcameron@cliffparkoa.co.uk  

I hope that this provides a helpful update and we are hugely grateful for the patience you have shown, 

whilst we have been busy putting comprehensive plans in place to help support our students and staff 

through the next fortnight. As I am sure you will appreciate, the current situation is rapidly ever-

changing, and so we will endeavour to provide a further update towards the end of the week. 
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In the meantime, thank you again for your support and if you have any questions, concerns or would 

like to discuss any of the above further, please do get in contact with the academy, via your Assistant 

Principal. We will do all we can to support you. 

Thank you. 

 

Mrs Z Cameron 

Vice Principal 

 


