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Friday 6th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I would firstly like to thank you all for your understanding and cooperation following the announcement early 
this morning regarding the academy closure today (Friday 6th November). 
 
This was by no means a decision that was taken lightly, and I completely appreciate the inconvenience that 
this may have caused for many families. However, given the high levels of staff absences we are currently 
experiencing, it would not have been safe or responsible to open the academy to students today, and remote 
learning has been the best option to help minimise disruption to your child’s studies. 
 
We have been working tirelessly behind the scenes today with Norfolk Education and Public Health England, 
and can now provide you with an update of expectations ahead of next week – thank you again for your 
patience with this. 
 
These plans have been formulated in response to an increased number of confirmed COVID-19 cases 
amongst staff members, and with a number of staff subsequently having to self-isolate or shield as a 
precautionary measure. As you will be aware, there is also a high level of infection within the local community 
in Great Yarmouth, which has also contributed to this. 
 
From Monday, we ask that students in Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 work from home for all of next week, with 
a provisional return date of Monday 16th November. Students in these year groups will be asked to complete 
work from our Covid-19 work packs on the academy website, rather than undertaking timetabled lessons on 
Microsoft Teams. Whilst we are unable to offer normal lessons and timetables on Teams as we would usually 
seek to as a result of teacher absences, we are looking to support learning by hosting tutorials on Microsoft 
Teams during the week. We will confirm arrangements for this early next week. 
 
For students in Year 10 and Year 11, we ask that book work is undertaken from home on Monday, and we 
will look to start remote Microsoft Teams lessons, in line with student timetables, from Tuesday. This will 
be starting with Year 11 as the priority. We then hope to provide an update early next week on the exact 
return date for these year groups. We would hope that this is towards the end of the week, but this is very 
much dependent on staffing levels and whether there have been any further confirmed cases amongst the 
academy community. 
 
As outlined previously, and as I hope you will understand, we will be prioritising getting students in Year 10 
and Year 11 back into  the academy in order to support their GCSE studies, but it remains too early to provide 
an exact return date for all students, and we will be keeping this very much under review.   
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So that we can track infection levels and make a comprehensive and fully informed decision about the full 
return to  the academy in liaison with the various local health protection teams, we would ask that you inform 
us immediately if your child is experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, or if they test positive for the virus. 
Please contact jspurgeon@cliffparkoa.co.uk. 
  
For students in receipt of Free School Meals, we will be sending vouchers for use for the duration of the 
closure, and more will follow on this shortly.  
 
To support us to do all we can to safely open our academy to students again at the earliest, but safest, 
opportunity, we have actively organised for a professional deep clean to be undertaken across the academy 
site over the weekend. This will cover the whole academy site, with particular focus on areas that are most 
regularly used such as classrooms, offices and communal areas. 
 
We completely appreciate the inconvenience and uncertainty that this update may bring you, but I want to 
assure you that every decision we are making is with your child’s health, safety, security, and wellbeing at 
the forefront.  
 
I continue to take real pride in the way in which our academy community – students, staff, parents/carers 
and others – have pulled together during these challenging times and I am confident that we will be able to 
do the same again, in order to get through the current circumstances we face.  
 
For any families with particular concerns on any of the above, I would very much encourage you to get in 
contact with the academy using the ‘Contact Us’ page on our website, and we will do all we can to help you. 
In the meantime, thank you once again for your support, understanding and cooperation: it is hugely 
appreciated, and it means a great deal to know we have you with us. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Ms T Poulter 
Principal 
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