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5th November 2020  

   

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Further to the letter sent yesterday (4th November), I am writing to let you know that due to further 
staff shortages we have taken the decision to have both Year 9 and now Year 8 students 
accessing remote learning from home on Friday 6th November. 

We have been continually reviewing and updating our staffing structures to try to keep as many 
students in school as we can. However, with a number of staff members having to self-isolate as a 
precautionary measure, albeit a small number, we have had to make this decision in order to 
ensure the safety of all students, and to limit disruption to learning as best we can. 

We have communicated this to you at the earliest possible opportunity, but we of course apologise 
for the inconvenience that this late news may cause, and we thank you in advance for your 
understanding and cooperation at this challenging time. 

The academy will remain open to Years 7, 10 and 11 tomorrow (Friday 5th), providing your child 
remains well. Unless we inform you otherwise, Year 8 and Year 9 students are expected back to 
the academy on Monday 9th November. 

Students in Year 8 and Year 9 will be able to access their normal school timetable online through 
Microsoft Teams and this will mirror their usual lesson as much as possible. We would again ask 
that any student who is having difficulty accessing the lessons or does not have access to the right 
equipment, to contact the academy as soon as possible, so that the necessary support can be 
provided. 

We want to ensure we are optimising the teaching and learning provided on online platforms, so 
that students can be as engaged and connected as possible. To provide more information on our 
remote learning provision, Mr Jones will be issuing an invitation to parents/carers to attend an 
online briefing on Friday 6th November at 5.30pm and/or Monday 9th November at 5.30pm, which 
I would encourage you to attend. In addition, there is a Quick Guide for online learning for students 
on the academy website, with the remote learning button taking them to the correct page. 

Ensuring the health, safety and wellbeing of our students, staff and wider school community 
continues to be our number one priority, and we are also doing all we can to ensure that we 
minimise any disruption to your child’s education as much as possible. 
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I thank you in advance for our ongoing support, and would encourage you to contact the academy 
if you have any questions or concerns, as well as attending one of the briefings held by Mr Jones 
over the next few days if you are able. 

  
Yours faithfully   

 

Mrs Z Cameron    

Vice Principal   
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Parent Support Sheet   

  

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID 19    

  

If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they should remain at home for 10 days from when 

the symptoms began, and you should arrange for them to get a test.     

   

You can get a test for your child, or a family member, by calling 119 or by using NHS online:   

   

https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/   

   

All other household members should stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days. The 14day 

period starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill.   

   

Household members should not go to work, academy or public areas and exercise should be taken 

within the home.    

  

Household members staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of 

infection the household could pass on to others in the community.   

  

If you can, move any vulnerable individuals (such as the elderly and those with underlying health 
conditions) out of your home, to stay with friends or family for the duration of the home isolation 
period.   
  

You do not need to self-isolate if your test is negative, as long as:     

 Everyone you live with who has symptoms tests negative.    

 Everyone in your support bubble who has symptoms tests negative.     You were 

not told to self-isolate for 14 days by NHS Test and Trace    

 You feel well – if you feel unwell, stay at home until you’re feeling better.    

 If you have diarrhoea or you’re being sick, stay at home until 48 hours   

  
If you are isolating because you have been contacted by NHS Test and Trace, or because 
you are required to under public health measures, you must continue to isolate for 14 days 
even if you receive a negative test result.  Symptoms   

  

The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are the recent onset of one of the following:   
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·   new continuous cough   

·   high temperature   

·   a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)   

  

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness.   

  

If your child or anyone in the household does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from NHS 

111 at:   

  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/    

  

or by phoning 111.    

  

Please do not visit your GP, a hospital, or a pharmacy.  In 

an emergency always call 999.   

  

What to do if you get a positive test result   

Please tell us the outcome of a Covid-19 test regardless of the outcome.    

  

Should you get a positive Covid-19 test result for your child, or anyone in your family, 

please call 07384 119354 immediately.    

  

How to stop COVID-19 spreading   

  

There are things you can do to help reduce the risk to you, and anyone you live with, getting ill with 

COVID-19.   

  

 Do   

·   wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds   

·   use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available   

·   wash your hands as soon as you get home   

·   cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or 

sneeze   

·   put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards   

    

  


