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15th September 2020 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
WELCOME BACK 
 
I would like to extend a warm welcome back to all our students and their families. It is so 
lovely to be open again at last!  
 
We are delighted with how the return to school went last week; students are looking very 
smart in their uniform, and they have returned keen to learn. They are a real credit to Cliff Park, 
and I am very grateful for the support that we have received from you and your children. 
Should you have any feedback regarding our re-opening plans, we have an online Parent 
Forum on Thursday 22nd October 2020 at 5.30pm. In the interim, should you wish to share 
any comments with me, please contact my PA, Mrs. J. Spurgeon at the academy 
(jspurgeon@cliffparkoa.co.uk).  
 
Whilst I very much hope we do not have to go into a further lockdown, we know that there is a 
possibility that this might be the case at some point during this academic year. In this letter, 
therefore, I wanted to share our contingency plans with you, as well as respond to several 
parental questions: 
 
Contingency Plans 
 
As we have been following all Government guidance and operating robust safety protocols, 
including strict social bubbles, we will be able to respond immediately to a confirmed case of 
Covid-19 by identifying students and staff members who need to self-isolate as a precautionary 
measure. As a result, the academy will, in all likelihood, remain safe to open those who are not 
affected. 
 
If students need to self-isolate, we will send an email to all affected parents, and put a notice 
on the website. It is important, therefore, that you ensure that you have access to your emails, 
and that we have up to date contact information for you.  
 
If your child does have to be sent home, they will study using online learning like that which 
Year 10 participated in before the summer break. This would be done quickly to ensure there 
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was no loss to learning. Since the start of this term students and staff have been shown how to 
access Microsoft Teams so that your child can have a mixture of live lessons and pre-
recorded/saved work to do. Please take some time to talk through the Information Booklet 
which will follow this letter early next week. 
 
Covid-19 Symptoms: 
 
Thank you for being proactive in keeping an eye out for signs of Covid-19 symptoms, and by 
ensuring that you and your children remain at home if unwell. Please remember that children 
can still attend the academy with common cold symptoms. However, if your child, or anyone 
in your household, displays the key symptoms of a high temperature, a persistent cough 
and/or a loss of smell/taste, please do not send your child in, reporting this to the academy 
and also to NHS 119 to book a test. 
 
School Meals and Equipment: 
 
It is not currently possible for us to provide hot food. As a result, unless your child is in receipt 
of Free School Meals (FSM), it is important that you provide them with a packed lunch and 
bottle of water each day. We are selling a small number of snacks and drinks at Lunchtime. 
However, it is important that funds are placed electronically using “Parent Pay”, as we cannot 
currently receive cash payments. If this is an issue for you, for any reason, please contact the 
academy ASAP in order that this can be resolved. 
 
We will ensure that all students have a set of equipment to aid their learning. Please support 
your child by ensuring that they bring this, and their “Year Group Bubble” lanyard to the 
academy every day. It is also important that students wear the Academy PE kit on days that 
they have PE. Our latest Uniform List is enclosed for your information. 
 
Extended School: 
 
Our Enrichment Programme will be re-starting in “Year Group Bubbles”,  from the week 
beginning 28th September 2020. The Timetable will be sent by email next week and will be on 
our website. If required, Local Authority Bus Passes can be used on the Great Yarmouth and 
Gorleston First Bus services. 
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Travel to School and Visitors: 
 
We are aware that there has been a lot of congestion on Kennedy Avenue at the start and end of 
the academy day. In the interests of safeguarding students and our wider community, please help 
us by arranging to drop-off and pick-up your children away from the academy. 
Likewise, please remember that we cannot accept visitors to the academy at this time without a 
pre-arranged appointment. To protect our community, we ask that any adult visiting our site 
wears a safety visor, which we will provide. 
 
Thank you once again for your ongoing support and understanding: it is greatly appreciated. I am 
looking forward to a great school year and, as always, will continue to keep you updated.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Ms. T. Poulter 
Principal 
Cliff Park Ormiston Academy 

 
 


