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19th August 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

GCSE Results 

I wanted to write to you and your family today to provide a clear update, following the changes that 
the Government has made to the grading and awarding process for GCSE and A Level Results. 

I am sure you have been following the ongoing speculation around potential changes to the grading 
system in the news, and we completely understand and recognise the heightened anxieties this may 
have caused, at an already worrying time for many young people. Now that the Government has made 
its official announcement on the proposed changes, I hope the following overview will provide you 
and your child with some clarity and reassurance.  

As you will know, following the cancellation of examinations this summer, the Government and exam 
regulator Ofqual had decided on a system by which schools and teachers would submit grades for 
each student, in each subject they were taking. These “centre assessed grades” were based on what 
we believed each student would have achieved had they sat exams this summer, and on a range of 
evidence including: 

• Students’ classwork and bookwork, or performances in subjects like PE, music, or drama 

• Any non-exam assessment, whether completed 

• The results of any assignments or mock exams, and 

• Any previous exam results 

• Within each subject, the order of students by performance, for each grade  
 

As a school, we know our students best and have worked extremely hard to submit grades which are 
a fair and accurate representation of each student’s individual performance.  

A standardisation process was then due to be undertaken by external exam boards and regulators 
which aimed to ensure grades were standardised across schools and awarded fairly, taking into 
account previous national results in each subject, and how students, and the school, had performed 
in previous years. 

However, the standardisation process has resulted in too many inconsistent and unfair outcomes as 
seen with the AS and A Level results last Thursday, and so Ofqual and the Government have therefore 
made the decision to cancel the standardisation process and award GCSE and AS and A Level 
students the centre assessed grades that schools predicted each student would have achieved, had 
exams gone ahead.    
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This means that for students awaiting their GCSE grades on Thursday, the majority will receive the 
centre assessed grades set by their teachers. In a likely very small number of cases, however, where 
the grade calculated by the standardisation process is higher than the centre assessed grade, the 
higher grade will stand. This is to prioritise student interests and ensure that there are no barriers for 
students being able to progress.  

Given the ongoing changes that are being made to ensure students receive the grades they deserve, 
there are several points that are still awaiting clarification. This includes whether the Autumn exam 
series (for examination re-sits) will run as had been planned; whether there will still be an appeals 
process for GCSE; and what process will be followed for appealing the awarding of vocational 
qualifications, such as BTECs. We will keep you updated on this. 

We completely appreciate the additional uncertainty that last minute changes to the grading and 

awarding process will have created, however I hope this brings you some clarity ahead of tomorrow. 

We hope that your child will be happy with the grades they are awarded, and most importantly that 

they can then take their next steps, whatever they may be.  

We cannot express how proud we are of our students receiving results this year – their achievements 

are hugely deserved and the positivity, resilience and togetherness they have shown throughout this 

process has made them a credit to themselves, their families, and our academy. 

If you have any questions in the meantime, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Ms T Poulter 

Principal 

 

 


