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29th June 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Following the announcement by the Government last week regarding a more relaxed 

approach to Social Distancing, I wanted to update you in relation to the academy’s phased 

re-opening plans.   

Between now and the end of term (Friday 17th July 2020), we remain open for: 

• Key Worker students 

• Vulnerable students 

• Year 10 students  

I want to thank all staff, students, and their families for being so accommodating as this 

has ensured that the start of our phased re-opening has been achieved in a safe and 

supportive way.  All students have been working in Home Groups (“bubbles”) and, given 

the success of the last two weeks, it is intended that all Year 10 students will have an extra 

“Face to Face” session in the final week of term. As our Emergency Childcare provision 

will be closing at the end of term, we also intend to run a Summer School provision for 

Year 10 students in the core GCSE subjects of English, mathematics, and Science. Full 

details regarding both proposals will be sent to you before the end of the week by Mr S. 

Sorrento, Vice Principal.   

In line with Government guidance, however, I can now confirm that we will not have the 

capacity to safely re-open for more year groups before September 2020. We realise that 

this will be extremely disappointing for many of you and have therefore planned to conduct 

end of year Academic Appraisal Sessions. We are hopeful that you will take us up on the 

offer for all students and their parents to attend a session before the end of term, as this 

will give you and them the opportunity to meet with their new Form Teacher, to review their 

Home Learning to date, and to set some targets for next year.  To allow us to adhere to 

our current Risk Assessments, these sessions will take place remotely. Further details 

regarding these will be sent to each household by Mr G. Pillar, Assistant Principal, this 

week. 
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For those of you with students transferring to Cliff Park in September 2020, we are 

continuing to work alongside all our Cluster Primary Schools and, in addition to our new 

Transition Hub, will be holding an online Parent Information Forum before the end of term. 

Our full Transition Sessions for our new Year 7 cohort will also take place in September 

2020.  Parents will receive a letter outlining details of this from Mrs Malley-Chambers, 

Senior Assistant Principal, in the next few days. 

The last day of formal provision for our Year 11 students will be Tuesday 30th June 2020. 

Prior to this, Mr Sorrento, Vice Principal and Mr Pillar, Assistant Principal, will be running 

an important online Pastoral Session on Tuesday 30th June 2020. This session will 

provide information on transferring to sixth form and college, how we will inform you of the 

arrangements for Results Day and academy contact details in order that students can still 

request our help during the transition process. In response to the many questions that I 

have received, we are still hopeful that we will be able to have a Celebration Evening in 

the new academic year. Government guidance permitting, this event will be “Black Tie” 

and will be open to our current Year 11 students and their parents. 

We will continue to provide Home Learning for all students until Friday 17th July 2020.  I 

am, of course, hopeful for a full return to school in September 2020 and am planning for 

this.  As you are aware, we hear any Covid-19 Government announcements at the same 

time as the public. As a result, I am unable to provide further details currently. However, as 

always, I will update you as soon as I am able. Given that this is such an important 

subject, we have moved the planned Parent Forum Meetings to the final week of term 

(Tuesday 14th July 2020 and Thursday 16th July 2020). I apologise for the change in dates 

but feel strongly that it is important that we can provide you with the most up to date 

information, and that you have the opportunity to ask questions.  

Thank you for your ongoing support of the academy: it is greatly appreciated. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Ms T. Poulter 
Principal 
 

http://www.cliffparkoa.co.uk/year-6-transition-hub/

