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3rd June 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Firstly, I hope you and your family remain in good health and that you were able to enjoy the 

sunshine during the May Half Term Break.  

As you will know, the Government has said there are five tests that need to be met if the 

restrictions on schools and academies are to be eased and, whilst this is of course still subject to 

change in the coming days, we are planning on the basis that the Government will conclude that 

these five tests will have been met. Based on these tests, primary schools and academies across 

England, including all seven of those within Ormiston Academies Trust (OAT), have begun 

gradually and safely welcoming students back to school this week. 

From now until 15th June 2020, Cliff Park Ormiston Academy will continue to operate as an 

Emergency Childcare Facility, i.e our provision is closed to all except children classed as 

“vulnerable” or children of key workers. If your child is not in these limited categories, please 

continue to make best use of the online learning that is available so that they can keep up with 

their education as much as possible. I hope that you have found our revised online learning 

resources and work packs easy to access and helpful. Enclosed with this letter are several help 

sheets designed to further support you with this new system. As always, any feedback will be 

gratefully received. 

From the week commencing Monday 15th June 2020, the Government has said that secondary 

academies and schools can invite Year 10 students, who have key exams next year, back into 

school for some “face-to-face” support with their teachers. This will be to supplement the remote 

learning taking place, which will remain the predominant mode of education for most students 

during the rest of the summer term. However, the government, like us, is recognising the fact that, 

whilst online learning can be beneficial, nothing can replace the personal interactions that class 

teaching brings. Next year is obviously crucial for our Year 10 students and we want to ensure that 

we provide as much support as possible to help them succeed. 

I fully recognise that all students and parents are rightly concerned about the safety of our 

community and, as requested, I am copying this letter to the parents of all year groups for their 

information. Please be assured, it is our absolute priority as an academy to ensure that every 

individual is kept safe, and that this takes precedence in all decisions that are made. We will, 

therefore, not open the academy until we are confident that we have taken all necessary 
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precautions to ensure the safety of all concerned. In particular, we will be meeting the 

Government’s guidance on social distancing and infection control, and we have produced our own 

comprehensive Risk Assessments. 

Mr Sorrento will be writing to Year 10 students and parents  again with further information, 

including the proposed date when your child may return (as the requirements are that a maximum 

of a quarter of pupils in Year 10 can return at any one time) together with a personalised 

timetable, alongside the planned steps for protecting our community which  include: 

1. A staggered academy day, including a staggered start and end to the day and a staggered 

Break/Lunch.  

2. “Bubbles” called “Home Groups” will be put in place, so students only meet a limited 

number of other staff and students. Students will work at a designated desk in the same 

classroom during the academy day. All students will be provided with their own equipment 

pack, which will be safely stored at the academy.  

3. Students will initially only be invited to the academy for one day per two-week cycle. On 

the other days they will continue to work online or using the work packs provided. This 

arrangement will be reviewed at the end of June and sessions may be increased, but only if 

the scientific evidence indicates that it is completely safe to do so. 

4. We will plan for regular hand washing and will be increasing the number of alcohol gel 

stations around the academy. Teaching rooms will be well ventilated with a supply of 

tissues. The use of upstairs teaching rooms and air conditioning units will not be permitted. 

5. Social distancing will be observed in all areas of the academy. Clear Social Distancing 

stickers will identify a safe distance of 2m. 

6. Our cleaners will regularly clean the areas and surfaces that have been used by students 

and staff throughout the academy day. 

 

You can support the academy in keeping your son/daughter safe by also following the guidelines 

below: 

1. In line with Government guidelines, face coverings will not be permitted. 

2. On returning home, regular, and frequent washing of clothing is recommended. For this 

reason, students will not be expected to wear the academy uniform until further notice. 

3. Students will need to ensure they are socially distancing when travelling to and from the 

academy. We strongly suggest that students walk or cycle to the academy if they cannot 
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travel by car. However, should this not be possible, First Buses have agreed that they will 

put social distancing guidelines in place and that students will be able to use their Local 

Authority School Bus Pass on public services. For further details, please contact Mr 

Sorrento, Vice Principal, at the academy. 

4.  No one should come to school if they are displaying symptoms of coronavirus. Please call 

the academy to report student absence in the usual way. 

5. If your child needs to be brought to, and collected from, the academy, only one parent 

should do this. Please do not come to the academy and/or wait at the gate for your child. 

Unfortunately, in the interests of health and safety, we cannot permit visitors on site at 

this time. If you need to discuss your child and/or you have any other worries or concerns, 

please contact the academy by email or telephone.  

6. All food will be provided by the academy at this difficult time. In the interests of health and 

safety, please do not send your child with refreshments or a packed lunch. Should your 

child have any special dietary requirements, please contact Mrs J. Spurgeon, PA to the 

Principal, as soon as possible.  

7. We are in the process of re-writing our key policies to consider social distancing and other 

considerations and these will be shared with parents and students prior to 15th June 2020. 

We ask all parents to reinforce key messages to their child/children to help us to continue 

to keep our academy safe. 

 

Please remember that: 

1. With exception of children and young people using our Emergency Childcare Facility, only 

children in Year 10 will be permitted to attend the academy. 

2. Children who are considered extremely clinically vulnerable are not expected to attend.  

3. Children who live in a household with someone who is extremely clinically vulnerable, and 

shielding should only attend if you feel they are able to adhere to stringent social 

distancing.  

 

As a parent myself, I realise that you will likely still have a large number of questions about the 

reopening of the academy and I hope that many of these can be answered, broadly, at this 

updated FAQ here. However, I also fully understand that you would appreciate the opportunity to 

meet with myself and members of my Senior Leadership Team. In recognition of this, we will be 

offering online reintegration meetings for Year 10 parents initially on Wednesday 10th June at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
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11.30am and 5.00pm. Further details regarding these will be sent with our policy updates early 

next week. 

Finally, I wanted to say again how proud I have been of our students over the last few weeks. 
Whether they are among the small number who have been in the academy or, like most, they have 
been at home, I know that they have been a credit to themselves. A number of you have been kind 
enough to tell me how they are getting on, and what learning they have been doing, and of course 
I get updates from our staff. 

I do enjoy hearing what they are doing, so please do keep letting me know and please keep 
encouraging them to keep up with their studies. 

Thank you again for your continued support. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Ms T. Poulter 

Principal 

 


