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4th May 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

We have now completed the second week of the Summer Term. Unbelievably, today will also be the 43rd 

day of the “Lockdown” and the seventh week since we closed the academy, except for our Key Worker and 

more vulnerable students. 

I am afraid that I have no further information regarding re-opening the academy as, despite the many 

rumours, the government are yet to make a formal announcement. This said, whilst it will be important to 

both society in general, and our own community to eventually return to something that at least 

approximates normal, the government has made it very clear to us that we will have plenty of notice and, 

most importantly, that we will only be asked to approach this when it is safe to do so. I fully understand 

why there is such nervousness surrounding this issue but would like to reassure you that the safety of both 

your children and my staff remains of paramount importance. For this reason, the academy, in consultation 

with our sponsor Ormiston Academies Trust, are already making extensive plans for safely re-opening if and 

when we are asked to do so, as well as how we will address any “gaps” in learning as a result of the Covid-

19 crisis. As always, I will update you at the earliest opportunity. 

In the interim, the academy is also focusing on how Home Learning can be more closely directed by 

teachers to support and challenge students. We all know that the most effective learning relies on human 

interaction with a subject specialist and, for this reason, we will be piloting on-line Teams lessons over the 

next few weeks. For those of you who, like me, are a little fearful of new technology, Microsoft Teams is a 

“chat-based” collaboration tool that will provide teachers and students with the ability to work together 

and share information whilst at home in an on-line lesson. Teachers and students will be able to work 

together on a piece of work, share resources and communicate during the lesson via a one-on-one “chat” 

facility. Obviously safeguarding your child/children remains as important as ever and, for this reason, those 

families who will be involved in the initial pilot will be contacted personally this week to ensure that they 

understand the benefits of these lessons, how we have risk assessed the activity and to get written consent 

for your child/children to be involved. Presuming the pilot is successful, then we would be looking to roll 

out Teams lessons to all students in the core subject areas of English, mathematics and Science after the 

May Half Term. 

Whilst the government have said that it will not be a statutory requirement this year for schools and 

academies to report to parents, staff worked really hard to update you on the progress of your 

child/children and, as you are aware, reports were sent to the parents of students in Years 7 to 10 just prior 
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to the enforced closure. We are conscious, however, that the current situation has meant that you have 

not had a chance to discuss these reports, as would normally be the case. It is our intention, therefore, to 

arrange telephone consultations, for those of you who would like them, to discuss any concerns that you 

may have. Should you wish to discuss your child’s/children’s report further and/or you have any questions 

about Home Learning, please call the academy during working hours or email: 

CPOA-student-progress@cliffparkoa.co.uk. 

As you can imagine, arranging telephone consultations with the relevant members of staff will be a 

mammoth task. We would be very grateful, therefore, if you could please be patient should you not get a 

response immediately. Similarly, the examination board embargo, as a result of the current collection of 

teacher-assessed data to produce final GCSE grades, means that staff cannot provide a final report and/or 

share any other internal data with Year 11 parents at this time. We thank you for your support and 

understanding at such a difficult and uncertain time; as soon as we have information regarding a formal 

Year 11 “results day”, myself and Mr Pillar, Assistant Principal, will be in touch again.  

As stated in my previous letter, staff love to see your child’s/children’s learning at home, so please keep 

emailing and sending work in via our on-line platforms. In response to questions, I received last night, the 

current circumstances sadly mean that it is not possible for us to mark student “paper packs” at this time. I 

am sorry for any inconvenience that this may cause but should you have any particular concerns, and/or 

work that you would like to discuss, please call the academy during working hours and/or email the Senior 

Leadership Team to arrange a telephone appointment using the following email address: 

studentwork@cliffparkoa.co.uk 

Finally, please find below a link to the updated guidance for parents/carers during the closure period: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-

and-carers 

I hope you are all keeping safe and well. Please ensure you give yourself some time and most importantly, 

please ask for help should you need to. 

Yours Faithfully 

 

 

Ms T. Poulter 

Principal 
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