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2nd April 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

EASTER UPDATE 

Firstly, I hope that you are all keeping well.  

It has been lovely to see some of the work that our young people have been completing at home over the 

last two weeks. I hope that your children are enjoying some of the activities that have been suggested and 

that the updated Home Learning Guide has been a support to you and your family. This has been produced 

in response to your feedback and can be found here: 

http://www.cliffparkoa.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Home-Learning-31032020.pdf 

Should you have any further queries or comments, please either call the academy during normal working 

hours or email Mr Pillar, Assistant Principal, using: 

studentwork@cliffparkoa.co.uk 

Tomorrow is technically the official start of our Easter Holiday period (6th April to 17 April 2020). We will 

not be expecting our young people to work over the two week break and hope that you get to enjoy some 

time off together as a family during this unusual and difficult time. 

After the holiday period, teachers will be providing some updated work on-line. These will be put onto 

Google Classroom and Classcharts during the first week of the new term, and by Friday 24th April 2020 at 

the latest. As with the first batch of activities, teachers will be setting work at an appropriate level for all 

young people, ensuring that there are a range of open-ended tasks that every child can access and work 

on. Many of the activities that have been set in the last two weeks are using external providers, such as 

practising maths skills on MyMaths or doing some daily revision based on GCSE Pod.  These websites can be 

accessed for as long as our young people are at home. We will continue to print paper copies of work packs 

for those of you who need it, so please just ask.  

We realise that not everyone will have ICT at home and/or that devices will need to be shared. Likewise, we 

understand that, due to other circumstances such as childcare arrangements and/or illness, your children 

may not be able to work all day, every day. Please do not worry about this. The timetables provided are 

suggestions of activities that can be completed during what would usually be a normal academy day. Whilst 

it is important to maintain routines as far as possible, it should in no way be seen as a target that must be 

achieved.  Please also note that we will not be attempting to teach new content during this time.  We are 

viewing this period as an opportunity to consolidate knowledge and skills already learned, and are putting 
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plans in place over the next few weeks to ensure that all young people are supported in catching up on 

their return to school.  

For those of you with young people in Year 11, we are expecting the guidance around GCSE assessment 

shortly, but so far nothing has come through.  We appreciate the anxiety that this is causing and, once 

further information has been received from the government and Ofqual, we will provide an update as soon 

as possible.  

If you are a Key Worker and need to use our Easter Childcare Facility, an updated flyer is enclosed with this 

letter. In response to the questions we have received in the last few days, we will accept young people who 

are not on our roll. We just ask that, in the interests of safeguarding, this is done by prior arrangement 

only. Should you have further questions in relation to our Emergency Childcare provision, either over the 

Easter period or beyond, please email: 

childcare@cliffparkoa.co.uk 

If you are currently in receipt of Free School Meals, you should now have received two sets of Tesco 

Vouchers to support with your weekly food shopping. A separate letter detailing provision after the Easter 

break will also be posted to you before the end of the week. Should you wish to apply for Free School 

Meals, and/or you are facing hardship at this difficult time, please contact the academy in order that we 

can support.  This can be done by telephoning the academy during normal working hours or by sending an 

email to the following address: 

pmyhill@cliffparkoa.co.uk 

We have been informed that some parents have also received an email stating the following:  

‘As schools will be closing, if you’re entitled to free school meals, please send your bank details and we’ll 

make sure you’re supported’. 

We can confirm that this is a scam email. If you receive any emails like this, do not respond. Instead please 

can you send it to Mr J. Jones, Assistant Principal, by emailing: 

jjones@cliffparkoa.co.uk 

Finally, on a happier note, I have been very proud to learn that, in addition to supporting the academy’s 

Emergency Childcare facility, some of our staff are joining the war on Coronavirus by volunteering to help 

the NHS in supporting vulnerable people to stay safe and well at home. If you are not self-isolating, and are 

not identified as being in a vulnerable group, members of the public can sign up quickly and easily at:  

goodsamapp.org/NHS.  
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For your information, the academy has also donated all of our safety goggles, latex gloves and masks to The 

James Paget Hospital yesterday.     

Unless there is an urgent update, I will not be sending out a regular note over the holiday period as this 

should be a time with your families. This said, all of the Senior Leadership Team will be checking their 

emails throughout this time, so please do not hesitate to contact us should you need to. 

Thank you again for your continued support. 

Yours Faithfully 

 

Ms T Poulter 

Principal   

 

 


