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Dear Parents/Carers 

Cancellation of GCSE Examinations Summer 2020 

I am sure that as a parent of a Year 11 student you are anxious to know what arrangements have 

been made with regard to GCSE and vocational qualification grades in the light of the cancellation of 

examinations this year. 

Details on exams and grades were announced on Friday by the Secretary of State for Education, the 

Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP. This confirmed that Ofqual will develop and set out a process that 

will provide a calculated grade to each student, which reflects their performance as fairly as possible, 

and that they will work with the exam boards to ensure this is consistently applied for all students.  

The exam boards will be asking teachers to submit their judgement about the grade that they believe 

the student would have received if exams had gone ahead. To produce this, teachers will be asked to 

take into account a range of evidence and data, including performance in mock exams and other 

non-exam assessments. Clear guidance on how to do this fairly and robustly will be provided to 

academies and colleges shortly, and, as soon as I am in receipt of this, I will share it with you.  

The exam boards will then combine this information with other relevant information, including prior 

attainment data from Primary School, and use this to produce a calculated grade for each student, 

which will be a best assessment of the work they have put in. The aim is to provide these calculated 

grades to students before the end of July 2020 and, in terms of a permanent record, these grades 

will be indistinguishable from those provided in other years.  

If you, or your son/daughter, do not believe the correct process has been followed, you will be able 

to appeal on that basis. In addition, if you, or your son/daughter, does not feel their calculated grade 

reflects their performance, they will have the opportunity to sit an exam at the earliest reasonable 

opportunity, once the academy is open again. All students will also have the option to sit their exams 

in summer 2021 if they so wish.  

Information relating to the wide range of vocational and technical qualifications that young people 

were due to complete this summer should also be available shortly. 

I will, of course, let you know any further information or updates as soon as I am aware of them. 

Thank you again for your continued patience and support at this difficult time. 

Yours faithfully  

 

Ms T Poulter 
Principal 


