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News from the Principal 

 
Year 11 GCSE examinations are 
now under way and students 
have been making use of the 
extra support that has been 
offered by their teachers in 
lessons.  Booster sessions have 
been introduced for all pupils 
the day before their exam 
delivered by subject specialists, 
these have been well received 

by all the pupils who have commented about how 
useful they have been, focusing on key aspects of 
the exam just before it takes place.   It has been 
stressed to pupils that these should complement 
their revision programme and that they should 
not use them as an alternative to focused work at 
home in preparation for each exam.  

 

All teaching staff have supported each other to 
facilitate this programme of boosters taking place, 
covering colleagues where required so as to 
minimise the disruption to other year groups.  
Pupils in other year groups have also been very 
understanding in the way in which they are 
moving around the academy during this crucial 
time for our Year 11 pupils.  To aid the 
examination process, the whole academy has 
been having an earlier lunch (12.25pm – 1pm), 
which is helping to reduce the level of noise and 
the amount of movement around the academy in 
the afternoon.    I have been really impressed by 
the manner in which Year 11 students have 
conducted themselves so far. Students seem well 
prepared and have used all the time given to 
complete their papers – this is always a good sign 
as it indicates they have been making good use 
of their time to ensure they feel confident in 
attempting all questions set.   

Examinations continue after half term with the 2nd 
(Calculator) maths exam (Thurs 9th June) and 
higher maths exams (4th June and 8th June), plus 
exams in history, geography, science, computer 
science, resistant materials and catering.   During 
half term, revision sessions will take place in the 
academy every day including two for maths on 
Wednesday with Mr Pillar and Friday with                   
Mr Sherington.  A separate letter has been sent 
home to Year 11 parents detailing when they are 
all due to take place.  Predicted grades indicate 
that if the students perform to their best, the 

academy could achieve a pleasing set of results, 
and that all students will be able to progress onto 
further education or employment.  

All Year 9 and 10 students received their fourth 
progress report this week (23rd – 27th May), 
detailing an assessment from all teaching staff of 
their current effort level along with a predicted 
GCSE grade or level.  I am particularly keen to 
receive feedback from parents and students 
regarding this type of report, especially any 
suggestions for other information we can provide 
to parents and students.  I hope parents find it 
useful to track their child’s effort regularly over an 
eight week period as well as being able to 
compare this score with the year group average.  
We feel this system of reporting provides parents 
with more relevant and regular information and is 
more useful than written comments; which all too 
often do not indicate how performance can really 
be maintained or enhanced. All students in Years 
7 and 8 will receive their fourth report during 
week commencing 20th June.   

 

Art / Design & Technology Exhibition 

Year 11 GCSE art, technology and BTEC art work 
has been put on display around the art and 
technology rooms following completion of their 
exam, along with their preparation work.  I have 
been really impressed by the standard of work 
displayed and it has drawn many positive 
comments from visitors to the academy over 
recent days.  It also allows other students to see 
the high standard of work completed.  An 
exhibition of the students’ work was staged on 
Thursday 19th May from 4pm to 6pm. It was 
pleasing to see parents, friends, ex-students and 
members of the community comment favourably 
with regard to the high standard of work 
produced.   Images of some of the amazing art 
work will be featured within this newsletter. 

In partnership with governors, the whole 
academy improvement plan is being rewritten 
focusing on key issues raised in our most recent 
external assessment report, findings from the 
September OAT review as well as through a full 
self-evaluation of the academy’s work led by 
myself and the two Vice Principals.   Detailed 
plans for further improvement will be developed 
for each of the 4 key areas – Achievement, 
Teaching, Behaviour and Safety and Leadership / 
Management including governance.  I would like 
to thank staff at the academy for their 
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determined response to the high expectations 
that have been placed upon them. We are 
confident that, with our sustained work with 
partners, we will be able to show evidence of 
continued improvement across all aspects of the 
academy’s work. 

 

Outside the Academy Learning Activities  

Mr King and other PE staff have been kept very 
busy organising a wide range of sporting activities 
outside of the academy day.  Our teams continue 
to participate successfully against other schools in 
a wide range of sports.  It is really pleasing to see 
the number of students that are regularly 
engaging in extra-curricular sport as well as other 
activities on offer, especially the enrichment 
clubs.  Sporting activities take place before the 
academy day begins every morning during the 
week including traditional sports like tennis and 
cricket as well as extending to include more 
diverse activities including climbing and the use of 
the Aspire fitness gym.  I continue to be 
impressed by the achievements of our student 
coaches working with Miss Bivens in her role as 
the ‘Children’s Coach’.  The impact of their work 
on increasing self-confidence and self-esteem 
with the younger pupils from our feeder schools is 
incredible and is rightly receiving national 
acclaim. To find out more about what the 
Children’s Coach have been up to please go to 
page 8. 

 

Uniform 

I would like to ask for your continued support in 
ensuring that your son or daughter arrives at the 
academy wearing the correct uniform.  Please 
assist us in ensuring that they do not wear an 
alternative top to the academy blazer over their 
normal shirt and tie. 

An exciting final half term awaits and I look 
forward to continued success being achieved by 
our students through their studies, sporting 
events and partnerships with other schools, 
academies and organisations within our local 
community. 

 

R. Sherington                                                          
Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cliff Park Ormiston Academy 
 

Cleaners required - £7.20 per hour 

AM and PM shifts available 

Various Hours available, which will be 
discussed at interview. 

Closing date for applications: Friday 
24th June    (Interviews 6th July) 

Cliff Park Ormiston Academy is committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and expects all staff and volunteers 
to share this commitment. An enhanced DBS 
check is required for all successful applicants.   

Applicants need to be aware that it is a 
criminal offence not to declare that they are 

disqualified (including disqualified by 
association – living with a disqualified 
person).  All new appointments must 
complete a declaration form prior to 

commencing work. 

For further details and an application 
form please download the information 

from our website: 

www.cliffparkoa.co.uk  or 
www.hirewire.co.uk 

Alternatively you may telephone or 
email for an application form 

Email – head@cliffparkoa.co.uk       
Phone - 01493 660212 

Completed application forms should be 
submitted via e-mail to:             

businessmanager@cliffparkoa.co.uk 

or posted to Cliff Park Ormiston 
Academy, Kennedy Avenue, Gorleston, 

NR31 6TA 

 

 

After the May half-term holiday we 
are on 

 

WEEK TWO 
 

of the timetable 

http://www.hirewire.co.uk/
mailto:head@cliffparkoa.co.uk
mailto:businessmanager@cliffparkoa.co.uk
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World Challenge to Morocco  

On the 22nd of March, students from Cliff Park 
Ormiston Academy joined forces with World 
Challenge to complete a 13 day trek and project 
expedition across Morocco.  

The first day saw the group arrive in Marrakesh 
where the students sampled the sights and 
sounds of the world famous souks, a huge market 
square full of stalls and entertainers. Snake 
charmers, boxers, dancers and even performing 
monkeys could be seen. It became clear very 
quickly though that everything had a cost in 
Marrakesh and the team soon learnt that it was 
best not to start haggling. 

On Day Two, the students travelled to their 
starting point of their trek, taking a minibus 
across the lower Atlas Mountains on the ‘Road of 
a thousand Kasbahs’. The students took in the 
sights of the mountainous terrain, passing the 
movie studies where Laurence of Arabia was once 
filmed. 

For the next 5 days, the students trekked across 
the Sahro Mountain range, taking in the views of 
the jagged peaks and ancient volcanoes that litter 
the area. Each day the students hiked for around 
six hours before camping in desolate areas of 
spectacular beauty. 

The second half of the expedition saw students 
travel to a small Moroccan village where they got 
to appreciate real Moroccan life. The children of 
the village loved playing football with the 
students and learning the odd English word. At 
the same time, Cliff Park students learnt Arabic 
and Berber whilst helping to renovate a school 
room. 

Mr Sorrento, Vice Principal, who travelled with the 
group said, “it was truly a once-in-a-lifetime event 
that made us appreciate how lucky we are. Our 
collective experience will live long in the memory 
and it was amazing to see our students working 
to improve the facilities for the local community.” 
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Tonale Ski Trip 2016 
 
On the first weekend of the Easter holidays a 
group of students and two members of staff 
teamed up with Great Yarmouth High School to 
enjoy a week of skiing and snowboarding.  After a 
long coach journey they arrived safely at their 
destination.  The next five days were full on; 
skiing and snowboarding on the slopes for six 
hours a day, following by après ski activities, 
including a bum boarding disco and pizza night.  
The weather was extremely warm for the time of 
year which resulted in two of the five days with 
very poor visibility which made skiing a bit scary.  
The whole group thoroughly enjoyed themselves 
and we look forward to next year’s trip. 
 
C Rigby – PE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Panathlon Challenge Norfolk 
at the UEA  

A group of our SEND students travelled to the 
UEA on 20th April to participate in the Panathlon 
Challenge.  This is a national charity event, 
providing sporting opportunities to disabled young 
people and it was the first time it had been held 
in Norfolk.  The Cliff Park team linked with City 
Academy to compete in four sport, including 
Polyball, Table Cricket, New Age Curling and 
Boccia.  For most of the students this was the 
first time they had competed in such an event 
and they thoroughly enjoyed the experience of 
competing against other schools at the UEA.   
The students were quite nervous at first but soon 
overcame their nerves and tried their very best 
resulting in the team coming second.  This was a 
great achievement by all.  The students 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and were proud 
to be able to represent the school in a sporting 
event. 

 
 

12 of our Year 10 Young Ambassadors were 
invited to help run the Norfolk Panathlon 
Challenge.  The Special Schools taking part were 
John Grant, Hall School, Clare, also taking part 
were main stream schools Cliff Park and City 
Academy.  The event was a great success and all 
the ambassadors engaged themselves in the 
sport they were responsible for.  The organisers 
were so impressed with our young ambassadors 
that they have invited four of them to go and 
help at the Panathlon Challenge Finals at the 
CopperBox on the 16th June 2016. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Cliff Park Ormiston Academy 

Ski Trip 2017 – Tonale, Italy 

  

When: April 1st 2017  

Price: £750 Ski - £760 Snowboarding  

For details see: Mr Hunter & Miss Rigby 



   Cliffhanger |May 2016 | page 6 
 

 

Creative Arts Faculty  

This half-term has been action-packed in 
the Creature Arts Faculty. 

 

Drama: We have been learning about stage 
combat this half-term. I have really enjoyed 
learning how to use stage punches and slaps! It’s 
been loads of fun (Ellie and Chloe, Year 8). 

Music: Year 7 have enjoyed learning about 
minimalism because it was very creative. We also 
loved going into the practice rooms so could use 
different instruments and have our own rehearsal 
spaces (Lauren, Year 7). 

Art: We have enjoyed creating mythical creatures 
that may live in Fritton woods. It was very 
interactive, as we were able to add to it every 
lesson, perfecting every detail (Emmi, Year 7). 

 

 

 

 

Performance Showcase 

Emma Clayton, Eryn Burgess & Emily George 
were invited to perform a selection of pieces at 
Lowestoft Sixth Form College’s performance 
showcase. They performed alongside sixth Form 
students and other music groups from around the 
area.   Both nights had a full audience and had a 
variety of performance from all different 
performing art subjects.  The group performed 4 
fantastic covers arranged by themselves. The 
pieces were very well received from the audience 
as well as getting lots of compliments from the 
Sixth Form College performing art teachers. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Yarmouth Arts Festival 
Parade 

The theme of this year’s 2016 parade is Halfway to 
Paradise which is the title of a Billy Fury song and 
the name of the Time at Tide which celebrates the 
lively music scene in Great Yarmouth in the 1960’s. 
Students from Cliff Park Ormiston Academy have 
worked with the Creative Collisions partnership to 
produce five giant puppets of world famous 1950’s 
& 60’s rock and roll stars including Dusty 
Springfield, Buddy Holly and the Beatles on a Yellow 
Submarine.  They have also made a giant camera 
and a full size Rock ’n’ Roll Band.  The results are 
truly spectacular!   

The students really enjoyed the workshop and they 
will be attending the parade to see their amazing 
Giant Puppets in the parade.  Rosie Wellings said, ‘ I 
have learnt  a great deal during this project, not just 
about how to structure a Giant Puppet and the way 
you make it but also about teamwork’. 

  
 

Congratulations 
Tom 

An ex-student of Cliff Park, 
Tom Clarke, has been named 
as one of the 150 lucky 
students who will spend a 
week at a prestigious US University this summer.   
Over 1,200 students competed for the places so 
Tom’s achievement is even more incredible.  The 
Sutton Trust and the US-UK Fulbright Commission 
confirmed the placements for the fifth cohort for 
the Sutton Trust US Programme last week. The 
aim of the US Programme is to encourage 
academically talented, low and middle income 
British students to consider studying at American 
universities. Selected students come from across 
the UK and many will be the first in their family to 
go to university. 
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Year 11 GCSE Art, Textiles & 
Technology End of Year 
Celebration 

On Thursday 19th May 2016 the Art & Design 
Department joined with the Technology 
Department to display and celebrate the Year 11s’ 
end of year achievements in GCSE practical 
subjects.  

The day began at 8.30am with an invite sent out 
to all staff to have a sneak preview of the 
exhibition before the official opening later that 
afternoon. They were most impressed with what 
they saw! 

Throughout the day, art classes were asked to 
wander around the exhibition to choose their 
favourite piece of work and to find out how it was 
made, what they liked about it and whether it 
could be improved and how.  

 

Then the evening event began at 4.00pm with an 
exhibition of work from GCSE Art, Technology, 
presented in the Art rooms. Food Technology 
supported the exhibition with a selection of mini 
bites to help curb people’s appetites as they 
leisurely ambled around the work discussing 
themes, favourite pieces and celebrating what 
each student has achieved within the two year 
courses.  

A big thank you to all involved, especially the 
Year 7 Art Club members; Marissa Snowling, 
Rhiannon Jennings, Alana Hudson and Lauren 
Jones, who stayed on to help out and celebrated 
their own work - a large mural which they created 
with other members on the Thursday Art Club. 
This will now go on display outside the              
Art & Design Department entrance. 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dance Show 
 

Thursday 21st April saw Cliff Park hold an 
evening of fun and celebration as we showcased 
all of the hard work carried out in dance 
throughout the year.  
 

The audience immersed themselves into a jam 
packed programme, displaying a variety of styles 
and genres of dance including 
Ballet, Burlesque, Contemporary, Gumboot, 
Irish, Jazz  Jive, Salsa, Street and Tap. 
 

Our performers included students from the Year 
7 core PE group, Year 9 BTEC Dance group, 
Gifted and Talented dance group, Glee club and 
other talented students from across Year 10. 
 

The evening was a huge success with an 
audience of over 70 spectators.  A very well 
done to all of the performers for their hard work 
and dedication. 
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The Children’s 
Coach Update  

 
Graduation 
 

We have celebrated many amazing graduations of 
the young people in the community over the past 
few weeks. Congratulations to the young people 
of Kind Cliff Park Infant School, Perfect 
Peterhouse and Outstanding Ormiston Herman 
Academy on their achievements.  
 
We are looking forward to celebrating the success 
of Happy Hopton and Sensational St. Margaret’s 
Primary Academy this term.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Facebook 
 

Thank you for 
supporting our 
facebook page – 
we now have over 2000 followers! Please like our 
page ‘The Children’s Coach’ to see TCC TV (a 
short video each day by the young people we 
work with in schools in the area), tips for 
children, parents and teachers and see the work 
we are doing to make a difference in the 
community and overseas. 

 
Contact Miss Jo on 07401 060690 

 
thechildrenscoach@live.co.uk. 

 
The Children’s Coach …Creating Confident 

Young People 

www.thechildrenscoach.co.uk 

 
 
Booking for Next Academic Year 
 

If you would like us to be working at a school/ 
organisation where you are a member of staff, a 
governor or your child is- please contact us.  
Private Coaching with Miss Jo available at 
The Kings Centre, Gorleston.  Supporting young 
people of all ages to develop self-confidence, self-
esteem and prepare for important events in their 
lives.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jamuna 

The Excellence Academy 
 

Thank you to all staff, family and friends of Perfect Peterhouse who came along to celebrate the graduation 
of The Excellence Academy. Thank you to Mr Cool King, Mrs Remarkable Rigby and the Amazing Young 
Ambassadors and the Young Mentors for making this evening so special for our guests.  
 
A fabulous evening was had by all and we are all very proud of the young people's achievements. 
 

mailto:thechildrenscoach@live.co.uk
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Thank you to everyone who 
has supported us in our 
ongoing project to fund the 
education of our sponsored 
child in India, Jamuna. 
  
Last term Mrs. Marvellous 
Malley- Chambers supported 
us by donating half of Cliff 
Park’s non uniform day to 
support Jamuna raising and 
amazing £264.84p! Thank 

you to every student at Cliff Park for making a 
difference to this young lady!  
 
Perfect Peterhouse Excellence Academy put on a 
mini fete making cakes, creating drawings, 
donating fabulous gifts and clothes and doing a 
raffle.  They raised a fantastic £50.22p  
 
To follow our donations please see our Just 
Giving Page: 
 
 
www.justgiving.com/thechildrenscoachJamuna 
 
If any of the young people would like to support 
us in running little events to raise money (raffles, 
sponsored events), please let us know and we will 
give you a letter! Any support would be amazing!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Books for Malawi 
 

Congratulations to our team of Senior Mentors for their success in the Wings of Hope Achievement 
Award. They wrote a book, did a sponsored swim, sold crafts, and delivered workshops to raise money 
for The Jacaranda School for Orphans in Malawi.  
 
They reached their total of £385.00 and were able to provide the children with text books. The team 
received a place in the semi-finals to present at The House of Lords and were awarded the Community 
Award in the finals.  
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Friends of Cliff Park’s 1940’s Dance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Friends of Cliff Park’s next event is an indoor boot sale on Saturday 25th June. For further details, please 
contact the academy’s main office on 01493 661504 or e-mail office@cliffparkoa.co.uk 

 

 

 

Year 11 key dates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

May Half Term 2016  – Year 11 Revision Programme 
Date Time Subject/Teacher Room 

Monday 30th May Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 31st May 10.00am – 12.00pm 
Edexcel History Revision: 
Mr Ashurst/Mr Hoyle’s Groups – 
Medicine & Surgery (with Miss Poulter) 

8 

Wednesday 1st June 

10.00am – 12.00pm 
AQA History Revision: 
Miss Poulter’s groups – Medicine & 
Surgery. 

8 

9.00am – 10.30am (Foundation) 
11.00am - 12.00mid (Higher) 

Maths revision: 
Mr Sherington 

18 

10.00am – 2.00pm 
Geography Certificate revision: 
Mr Warnes’ small group ONLY 

5 

Thursday 2nd June 9.30am – 12.00midday 
Food Technology revision: 
Mr Whiteley 

45 

Friday 3rd June 
9.00am – 10.30am (Higher) 
10.45am – 12.15pm (Foundation) 

Maths revision: 
Mr Pillar - calculator topics. 

12 

On Saturday 7th May, The Friends of Cliff Park held their annual 
1940s dance. Hosted by the Baker Boy Collective, the evening was 
well attended with participants turning up in traditional 1940s dress 
and showcasing their considerable dancing talents. 

Now in its second year, the event was so successful that it is hoped a 
Christmas event will follow. 

The Friends of Cliff Park are a dedicated group of parents and 
community members who help raise money for the students of the 
academy. Over the last year, through boot sales, fairs and specialist 
events, the group have raised thousands of pounds.  The 1940s 
dance alone raised £300. 
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Football Final Standings 

Year 7 (Manger: Mr Warnes) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Year 8 (Manager: Mr King) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 9 (Managers: Mr Mills and Mr Pillar) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Year 10 (Manager: Mr King) 

 

 

 

 
 
Year 11 (Manager: Mr Hunter) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Girls Football 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final League Positions 
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Tennis Fixtures 

Year 8 Girls Division 2 – Group B 

  

Vs Langley – Thursday 19th May (Home)  

Vs Acle – Thursday 16th June (Away) 

  

 Year 8 Boys Division 1 – Group A 

  

Vs Wymondham College – Wed 8th June (Away) 

Vs City of Norwich – Wed 18th May (Home)  

   

Year 10 Boys Division 2 – Group B 

  

Vs Lynn Grove – To Be Arranged (Home) 

Vs Acle – Thursday 16th June (Away) 

 

Rounders Tournament 

Wednesday 15th June – Year 10 
Playing at Ormiston Venture Academy 
 
Wednesday 29th June – Year 9 
Playing at Cliff Park Ormiston Academy 
 
Wednesday 6th July – Year 8 
Playing at Great Yarmouth High School 
 
Tuesday 12th July – Year 7 
Playing at Caister High School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sports Dinner  

The annual Cliff Park Ormiston Academy Sports 
Dinner will be taking place on                  
Saturday 9th July 2016. 

Students will be invited to the annual sports 
dinner if they have met the following criteria: 

 Have a minimum of 15 hours commitment 
to the OSHL programme 

 An outstanding attitude to PE and school 
sport 

 Always bring kit to their PE lessons 
 Are highlighted amber or green with 

regards to whole school attendance 
 Have achieved an average under 3.0 (atl) 

in regard to attitude to learning data 
 Whole school behaviour – subject to head 

of year approval   

For more information, please see Mr King. 

 

Norfolk County 
Winner 

The 2016 Norfolk County 
Athletics Championships 
were held at UEA's 
Sportspark on 14th and 
15th of May.  

Congratulations to Will 
Simm who ran in the 
U15 Boy's 1500m and 
3000m events and won 
both races. 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates for your calendar 
 

Summer Term 2016: 
 

11
th

 April 2016 – 20
th

 July 2016 
(Half term:  30

th
 May – 3

rd
 June) 

 
 

 


