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News from the Principal 

 
I would like to wish a 
belated ‘Happy New Year’ 
to all staff, students and 
parents.  I hope that 2016 
is happy and successful for 
you.   
 
As reported in the December 

Cliffhanger, it is not clear how good examination 
results are until the DfE release to 
schools/academies a full analysis of their 
outcomes.  On January 21st the Department for 
Education released their annual performance 
tables’ information for all schools and academies 
nationally. These can be accessed via 
www.education.gov.uk/schools/performance/ .    
 
A key performance measure within these reports 
is a Value Added (best 8) Score which compares 
the results in every subject for all pupils with an 
estimate made from their starting point in Year 7 
(this is measured by their KS2 test score in maths 
and English).   This provides the opportunity to 
compare overall results, along with the results in 
each subject with what they might have achieved 
in any another school.    
 
I am delighted that for the second year running 
the Value Added Score for our academy of 1021.3 
places us in the top 20% of all schools. Value 
Added is about EVERY CHILD matters and EVERY 
SUBJECT matters!  As an Academy we remain 
passionate about all students achieving their best 
but, as importantly, being equipped with the skills 
through their qualifications to be able to progress 
and succeed in their chosen post 16 courses.  
 
These figures clearly evidence the progress made 
across all aspects of the academy's work since 
2012. Indeed, this year saw all EBACC subjects 
achieve a progress score in the top 40 percent – 
A feat unlikely to be matched by many other 
schools. 
 

Overall  Top 20% 
English  Top 31% 
Maths  Top 14% 
Science  Top 19% 
Languages  Top 33% 
Humanities  Top 39% 

 

In light of the new, stricter government changes 
our academy has, for the second successive year, 
bucked the national trend as many schools and 
academies saw their results dip.    
 
There is of course still work to be done but these 
published figures are hugely encouraging as we 
build for the future.    
 
No student last year left the academy with a low 
progress score and this is the clear priority in our 
working with the current Year 11 students as they 
are entering the crucial stage of their time with 
us. Year 11 have recently completed their mock 
exams and must now make sure that coursework 
and controlled assessments are completed to the 
best possible standard in the run up to Easter.  
The most recent set of predictions, coupled with 
an early indication of mock results achieved, 
illustrate the current Year 11 can achieve results 
as good as last year.  The key will be ensuring 
they make use of all additional opportunities both 
within and outside of school hours, working 
alongside teaching staff and their parents. 
  

Monitoring Progress across all Years  
 
All parents will have received their second 
assessment report detailing their child’s progress.  
I hope that you have found these reports useful 
as a means of tracking progress and setting 
realistic targets for improvement.    I value any 
constructive feedback with regard to the format 
and would welcome any additional comments as 
we strive to ensure that the reports published 
give both pupils and parents an indication of what 
needs to happen to ensure that progress is 
maintained or, where necessary, improved. 
 
During the past four weeks we have held Parent 
Teacher Consultation Evenings for Years 7 and 11 
as well as two Focus Evenings for parents of Year 
7 and Year 9 pupils which have been well 
received by those who have attended. Further 
Parent Consultation Evenings with teachers are 
scheduled for Year 10 (Thursday March 10th) and 
Year 9 (Wednesday March 23rd). I hope many 
parents will take up this opportunity to review 
progress of their son / daughter across all their 
subject areas with their teachers. 
 

Year 8 Options 
 

Following a full curriculum review, the decision 
has been made to continue to start GCSE courses 
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with students in Year 9.  This means that current 
Year 8 students will be making option choices 
that will take effect from September. 
 
Year 9 has always been something of a complex 
year. The abolition of Key Stage 3 testing means 
that some students realise they have nothing 
serious to prepare for and many lose momentum 
and focus.   Our strategy is about opening up the 
right options to the right students. The 
government’s announcement that vocational 
qualifications will no longer count towards league 
tables in the same way has caused many schools 
to drop such subjects.   However, we have 
opened new courses because they are the best 
choice for some students – just because the 
government does not count them, it does not 
mean they are not worth doing.  
 
By lengthening key stage 4, we can run these 
courses more successfully for those students for 
whom they are appropriate. By teaching in this 
way, lessons throughout the first five years of 
school are linked directly into GCSE courses.   
Staff have been unanimously delighted to be 
given extra time to teach the courses, especially 
as they assess their own teaching on the results 
their students achieved. 
 
A focus evening for parents of Year 8 pupils is 
scheduled to take place on Thursday April 14th 
where the option process will be explained in 
detail. This will be followed by a Consultation 
Evening for Year 8 pupils on Thursday April 28th. I 
hope many parents will use these opportunities to 
speak to subject staff with regard to the 
suitability of their subject as an option to take 
over the next two years.    
 

Out of Hours Enrichment 
 
Our Out of Hours Sports programme, organised 
by Mr King and the Sports Ambassadors, 
continues to be very popular with our pupils.  
Activities take place every day before school from 
7.45am to 8.15am, at lunchtime from 1.30pm to 
2pm and after school from 3.15pm to 4.30pm.   
 
The academy continues to be a hub of successful 
out of hours learning clubs organised by Mr 
Hatton and Ms Horton.  As featured on our front 
cover, around 20 NON traditional clubs engage 
students each week outside timetabled hours, 
including dissection club; ladette to lady; cinema 
experience; pottery; rocket car; motor-

mechanics; caking and baking; and self-defence. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank, on 
behalf of all those who participate in these, the 
teachers, outside coaches and our own Young 
Ambassadors who provide such a wide range of 
opportunities on a day to day basis. 
 

Going Forward… 
 
I have made the decision to step down as 
Principal of Cliff Park at the end of this academic 
year, taking early retirement so that I can spend 
more time with my family, playing golf and tennis 
and completing voluntary work.  I will have 
completed 33 years as a teacher and 11 years as 
the headteacher of two very different schools.  I 
am proud of the progress our academy has made, 
especially over the past two years and feel that 
now is the time for somebody new to lead the 
academy on its journey towards ‘outstanding’ in 
partnership with great students and a talented 
team of teachers and support staff.  
 
I will continue to ensure the best for all our 
current students and look forward to continuing 
to work closely with all pupils and parents over 
the next few months. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
parents for the support they have given me in my 
role as Principal and continue to give on a daily 
basis to their sons / daughters in an attempt to 
ensure that all pupils truly fulfil their potential.  It 
has been difficult at times over the past 7 years 
but I have never erred from my determination to 
ensure that every student attending Cliff Park is 
given the opportunity to achieve their best and so 
go on to make full use of the opportunities that 
open up for them when they leave our academy. 
 
An advert for a new Principal will go live from 
Monday February 22nd and it is hoped an 
appointment will be made just before the end of 
this term. 
 
I hope all students, staff and parents have a 
refreshing half term break and I look forward to 
an exciting and really successful half term leading 
up to the Easter break. 
 
 
Mr Sherington 
(Principal) 
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Taking the plunge for Morocco 

On the 22nd of March, 6 students will be traveling 
to Morocco for a two-week trek and project 
experience. As part of this trip, students will be 
helping to renovate a rural school in a small, 
impoverished village. 

Since signing up to the challenge, the students 
(and their parents!) have embarked upon a 
number of fundraising schemes in order to help 
pay for the trip. One of the more daring of these 
was a Boxing Day Dip on Gorleston Beach. 

 

Well done to all involved and good luck during 
your Moroccan adventure. We look forward to 
reading all about it in a later edition of the 
Cliffhanger. 

Enrichment Clubs 

Cliff Park Ormiston Academy runs an after school 
enrichment programme which is available to all 
students at the academy.  Included within the 
programme are clubs covering pottery, art, chess 
and textiles. Most of the clubs are free to 
students and run by teachers at the academy. 
There are also a number of less traditional clubs, 
such as Ladette to Lady where girls at the 
school will face lots of mini tasks such as using 
appropriate language, helping others and how to 
apply make-up (for the weekend of course!). 
There will then be a passing out parade for the 
successful ladies at the end of the 8-week course.   

On Tuesday 22nd March, 44 students will be 
traveling to Birmingham Safeside to take part in 
the N-GAGE project. The project consists of a 
number of valuable workshops, including road 
safety, financial awareness and consequences of 
crime.  A full report will appear in a future edition 
of Cliffhanger.    

Within the Crime Club, students learn how to 
take their fingerprints and identify key markers 
within them. The club is aimed at involving 
students in forensic science in a fun and exciting 
way.  

 

Many of the principles learnt can be carried over 
to other areas of science, and will engage 
students, whilst extending what is on offer in the 
secondary science curriculum.   

Emily, in Year 7, said: “The first Crime Lab Club 
was really good fun and I can’t wait until the next 
one, next week”.  

Ragbag 

A big thank you to everybody who has supported 
the past trips to Kenya and Ragbag "Porridge 
Appeal" fundraising. The football kit which was 
collected for our cancelled 2014 trip has been 
sent to Africa via the charity CART. I have 
received confirmation that it has arrived in 
Zimbabwe and is being distributed to suitable 
schools.  The Ragbag textiles collection bin is 
being removed as the company is no longer 
collecting in this area. I am hopeful that we can 
find an alternative as the money raised 
has helped to feed HIV-orphaned students in a 
remote village near Addis Ababa in Ethiopia. If 
you would like further information, please speak 
to Miss Adcock!  

 
Lowestoft College Success 

Congratulations to Caledonia, Be-Be, Isabel and 
Evie for their efforts during the 'Design, Create, 
Innovate Conference for Able, Gifted and 
Talented Students' on 27th January at 
Lowestoft College.   
 

 
 
Working on a variety of team based activities, the 
girls won the event and received a plaque in 
recognition of their success. Well done girls! 
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The Hustle Project 
 

Cliff Park Ormiston Academy has teamed up with 
the Great Yarmouth Youth Advisory Board (YAB) 
and Lola Stafford Consulting Ltd to give over 50 
Year 8 and 9 students the opportunity to 
showcase their entrepreneurial skills in bid to 
raise money for a school project. 
 
Business mentors Jacqueline Starling and Claire 
Butcher are running the 10-week programme that 
helps build team work and effective 
communication skills. Over the 10 weeks, 
students work in groups of 5 and are given 
money to develop an enterprise of their choice. 
Although each group is in competition, the profits 
from the programme will be combined to develop 
a legacy project within the academy such as an 
academy radio station or community leisure 
equipment. 
 

 
 
Mr Sorrento said, “student have already 
completed their first week of the programme and 
it was clear from their work rate and enthusiasm 
that they saw the Hustle Project as a fantastic 
opportunity. We look forward to seeing how much 
money our students can raise.” 
 

Strike a Pose (in the Shadows!) 

Dance students have been experimenting with 
using their bodies to create shadows in order to 
design the logo for their new dance show.

 
 

 

Art & Textiles Workshop at Time & 
Tide Museum  

Creative Collisions is a registered charity run 
mainly by Time and Tide Museum, alongside local 
schools and colleges, with which Cliff Park 
Ormiston Academy is a member.  
 
Creative Collisions sole purpose is to work with 
both young people and teachers to promote Art in 
the community. This is achieved by working with 
Art practitioners through developing art skills and 
techniques, which are then displayed as a final 
Art exhibition for all to see. 
 
Last year some of our students were successfully 
involved in the Great Yarmouth Arts Festival 
Parade holding up a large scale 3D stag along 
the streets of Great Yarmouth which they had 
constructed over a number of days. Also some 
students took part in a printing workshop 
developing skills in how to print using different 
techniques on a variety of surfaces. 
 

 
 
This year so far our students have taken part in a 
textile workshop, adding colour to different 
materials and creating 3D structures from textile 
fabrics. Some of these methods were time 
consuming and complex but through 
determination and patience they overcame these 
with some fascinating creations. Those involved 
this time were Year 8 students Molly, Destiny, 
Claire and Vienna. 
 
If you would like to be involved in the next 
Creative Collisions Art workshop and develop new 
Art skills please let Mr Cullen know in room 42. 
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The Children’s Coach Update 

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service 

We had a wonderful visit by two 
of the Lord Lieutenants to hear 
about our work as part of the 
process for the Queens Award for 
Voluntary Service- an MBE for 
organisations. Mr Kind Cator and 
Delightful Dickers congratulated 

the team on the extent of the voluntary work the 
organisation has created.  

 
They will now submit a report and if successful 
we will hear when the Honours list is announced 
on the Queen’s Birthday in June.  We will keep 
you posted! 
 
Our Little Leaders 

Congratulations to our LITTLE LEADERS from 
Kind Cliff Park Infant School. It is a pleasure to 
work with years one and two developing 
leadership skills from such a young age.  
 

 
Facebook 

Thank you for supporting our 
Facebook page – we now have 
over 2000 followers! Like our 

page ‘The Children’s Coach’ to see TCC TV (a 
short video each day by Miss Jo and the 
Mentors), have tips for children, parents and 
teachers and see the work we are doing to make 
a difference in the community and overseas.   

Congratulations to our Graduates 

We ran two Celebration Events at the end of 
January for the Graduates of our Excellence 
Academy Programme. We welcomed staff, family 
and friends from Happy Hopton Primary and 
Outstanding Ormiston Herman Academy for 
evenings to celebrate the achievements of the 
young people. Thank you to Mr Cool King, Mr and 
Mrs Brilliant Banham, Ms Ravishing Rigby and the 
Amazing Young Ambassadors for leading the 
sports for such large groups of the community! 

 

Well done to the Young Mentors who hosted a 
Malawi Fayre for the Guests raising over £80 
towards their Malawi Project with Jacaranda 
School for Orphans. All young people were 
awarded a trophy engraved with their special 
name and a certificate by our special guest, 
Confident Cockerel! 

 

 

Contacting Us 

Facebook: The Childrens Coach 
Twitter: @childrenscoach 

Email: thechildrenscoach@live.co.uk 
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Kindness Cuddles  

We are excited to share our 
special new Project- KINDNESS 
CUDDLIES. We a looking for 
young people who have shown 
exceptional kindness to be 
awarded a KINDNESS CUDDLY in 
acknowledgement and celebration 

of their kindness.  

To nominate someone, please email Miss Jo 
(thechildrenscoach@live.co.uk) letting us know 
the name of the young person and what kind acts 
they have shown to deserve a KINDNESS 
CUDDLY. 

In Aid of Malawi 

Our Youth Advisory Panel (YAP) have written a 
book in which young people can learn more about 
life in Malawi. It contains subjects including 
language, sports and agriculture and is filled with 
pictures and games. Each book is £3.50 and all 
the proceeds will go to the Jacaranda Foundation 
and School in Malawi to help to buy textbooks for 
the children. You can support our project by 
emailing theyoungmentors@yahoo.co.uk to order 
a book. If you would like to make a donation, 
please go to our Just Giving Page: 

www.justgiving.com/thechildrenscoachbooks4books 

Bookings for Next Year 

We are currently arranging our bookings for next 
term and approaching schools. If you would like 
us to be working at a school/ organisation where 
you are a member of staff, a governor or your 
child is- please contact Miss Jo on 07401 060690. 
The Programmes that we offer are: 
 
 Little Leaders- Leadership Skills for Infants 

 Reach for the Stars- Self Esteem and Confidence 

for Year 3 upwards.  

 Moving On Up- To support Year 6’s in the 

transition to High School 

 The Excellence Academy- run in partnership with 

Cliff Park Ormiston Academy equipping young 
people with the skills to be excellent 

 Success Express- Supporting Year 6’s with the 

skills to succeed in their SAT’s 
 Calm Time- for Year 3 upwards, 

a programme to support them 

be calm and relaxed. 

 
 

Girl Power at Kingswood  
Miss Jackson and Miss Myall took a group of Year 
9, 10 and 11 girls on the trip to Kingswood to 
help further develop confidence and team work 
skills.  The girls participated in 'Night Line', 
‘Jacob's Ladder’, ‘Leap of Faith’ and ‘Lasers in the 
woods’. A great time was had by all! 

 

The Friends of Cliff Park 

Well done to all involved in raising close to £100 
from the February car-boot sale. The next car-
boot sale will take place on Sunday, 20th 
March. Stall holders can arrive at 8am, open to 
the public 9.00-12.00. 

Pitches are £5. If you would like a stall, please 
email office@cliffparkoa.co.uk.  

Our next community event: 
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Sports Results 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Will’s Winning Ways 

Congratulations to Will who 
became the new Norfolk cross 
country champion (Years 8 and 9) 
after finishing a clear 40 seconds 
ahead of his nearest rival. 
 
Will has now qualified to be part 
of the team that will compete at 
the Anglian Schools 
Championships. 

 
PE Donations Welcomed 

Please bring any old PE kit, trainers or boots that 
you no longer want and donate them to the PE 
department to use as replacement kit when 
required. Any old shin pads or goalkeeper gloves 
will also be gratefully received. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Dates for your calendar 
 
Spring Term  
5th January 2016 – 24th March 2016 
(Half term:  15th – 19th February) 

 
Summer Term  
11th April 2016 – 20th July 2016 
(Half term: 30th May- 3rd June)  
 
Teacher Training Days when students are 
not in the academy: 2nd May 2016 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://revedepeche.fr/es-tag-logo-facebook.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjkoM3fmdTJAhVB2xoKHUwWD_YQwW4ILTAM&usg=AFQjCNFDhADyHzwYkdPGMicaiyDkF4D0xw

