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A newsletter for parents, students and the local community   February 2015

News from the Principal 

I would like to wish a belated ‘Happy 
New Year’ to all staff, students and 
parents.  I hope that 2015 is happy and 
successful for you.  
 
From ‘Special Measures’ (2012) to the 
top 3% of schools nationally (2014) – 
WOW! Highest of all schools and 
academies in Norfolk, Suffolk and 
Cambridgeshire! 
 

As reported in the December 
Cliffhanger, the achievement 
of Year 11 in 2014 set a new 
record in overall value added 
for all students as well as in 
progress figures for both 
English and Maths - far higher 
than ever before.   Value 
added gives a measure of the 
progress students have made 
from their performance at Key 

Stage 2 on entry to high school to their GCSE 
results in their best 8 subjects including English 
and maths at the end of year 11.  A score of 1000 
for an academy / school indicates progress in line 
with what would be expected to be achieved 
compared with all other schools.    
 
Our value added score for 2014 was 1043.3.  It 
was not clear how good this was until the 
Department for Education released their annual 
performance tables’ information on January 29

th
.   

These can be accessed via 
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/performance/
.   Click on the ‘Pupil Progress’ tab, then Value 
Added (best 8).  If you click on the VA Score 
heading this will sort the figures in ascending order 
enabling you to see the best results in different 
counties, regions or the whole country. 
 
In light of the new, stricter government changes, 
Cliff Park clearly bucked the national trend as 
many schools and academies saw their results dip.   
For first time EVER these results indicates 
achievement in a wide range of measures 
significantly above others locally and nationally, 
placing Cliff Park in the top 3% of all schools and 

academies across the entire country.   To 
compliment this, English are in the top 8% and 
Maths the top 7%. 
 
These figures clearly evidence the progress made 
across all aspects of the academy’s work since 
being placed into ‘Special Measures’ in March 
2012.  There is of course still work to be done but 
these published figures are hugely encouraging as 
we build for the future.   
 
It was great to see that our achievements were 
recognised by the local media recently as we 
welcomed BBC Look East into the academy on 
Thursday 29

th
 January and take part in an 

interview broadcast on 
Radio Norfolk.  As 
stated in the interview, 
I am delighted for our 
students and teachers 
that their hard work 
paid off.  It was down 
to a real team 
approach, based upon 
‘every student matters’ 
and ‘every member of 
staff counts’.    
 
No student left the academy with a low progress 
score and this is the clear priority in our working 
with the current Year 11 students. They are 
entering the crucial stage of their time at the 
academy, recently completing their mock exams 
and ensuring coursework and controlled 
assessments are completed to the best possible 
standard in the run up to Easter.  The most recent 
set of predictions coupled with an early indication 
of mock results achieved illustrate the current Year 
11 can achieve results as good as last year.  The 
key will be ensuring they make use of all additional 
opportunities both within and outside of school 
hours working alongside teaching staff and their 
parents. 
  
Monitoring Progress across all Year Groups 
 
All parents will have received their second 
assessment report detailing their son’s/daughter’s 
progress.  I hope that you have found these 
reports useful as a means of tracking progress as 
well as setting realistic targets for improvement.    I 
value any constructive feedback with regard to the 
format and would welcome any additional 

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/performance/
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/performance/
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comments, if appropriate, as we strive to ensure 
that the reports published give both pupils and 
parents an indication of what needs to happen to 
ensure that progress is maintained or, where 
necessary, improved.  Parent Teacher 
Consultation Evenings are scheduled for Year 10 
(Thursday February 12

th
), Year 9 (Thursday March 

12
th
) and a 2

nd
 evening for Year 11 parents on 

Thursday March 26
th
.  I hope many parents will 

take up this opportunity to review progress of their 
son / daughter across all their subject areas with 
their teachers. 
 
Year 8 Options and the Curriculum 
 
Following a full curriculum review, the decision has 
been made to continue to start GCSE courses with 
students in Year 9.  This means that current Year 
8 students will be making option choices that will 
take effect from September. 
 
There are several strands of reasoning behind the 
decision to extend the time our students have to 
study their key stage 4 courses.    First, there has 
been real concern at a national level about a dip in 
performance when students enter secondary 
school after the big push for key stage 2.  Without 
having the target of a test, some measures of 
progress seem to suggest a slowing down, or even 
a backward step, particularly in year 8. 
 
Our strategy of shortening Key Stage 2 into two 
years rather than three also focuses students on 
courses which lead to qualifications.   As an 
academy we believe that building a flexible 
curriculum enables our students to be the best that 
they can possibly be by opening up the right 
options to the right students. The government’s 
announcement that vocational qualifications will no 
longer count towards league tables in the same 
way has caused many schools to drop such 
subjects.   However, we have opened new courses 
because they are the best choice for some 
students – just because the government does not 
count them, it does not mean they are not worth 
doing. By lengthening key stage 4, we can run 
these courses more successfully for those 
students for whom they are appropriate. 
 
By teaching in this way, lessons throughout the 
first five years of school are linked directly into 
GCSE courses.   Staff have been unanimously 
delighted to be given extra time to teach the 
courses, especially as they assess their own 
teaching on the results their students achieved. 
Our Parent Teacher Consultation Evening for Year 
8 pupils is due to take place on Thursday April 16

th
 

and I hope many parents will use this opportunity 
to speak to subject staff with regard to the 
suitability of their subject as an option to take over 

the next two years.    Information will also be 
provided for all parents through briefing sessions 
in the hall during the evening.    
 
Out of Hours Sports Programme 
 
Our Out of Hours Sports programme, organised by 
Mr King and the Sports Council, continues to be 
very popular with our pupils.  Activities take place 
every day before school from 7.45am to 8.15am, 
at lunchtime from 1.30pm to 2pm and after school 
from 3.15pm to 4.30pm.   
 
The academy continues to be a hub of successful 
out of hours learning clubs organised by Mr 
Doggett.  Around 15 NON traditional sporting clubs 
engage students each week outside timetabled 
hours, as shown below: 
 

Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  

Roller skating Roller skating Big Cook 
Little Cook 

Cycling Archery Lego Club 

Drum 
Academy 

Science Club Archery 

Radio Club Radio Club Science Club 

Art Club Art Club Radio Club 

Hawking Caking and 
Baking 

Art Club 

Film Club Film Club Film Club 

E-Magazine E-Magazine E-Magazine 

Nerf Club Nerf Club Nerf Club 

Rocket Cars Rocket Cars Rocket Cars 

Climbing Wall Climbing Wall Climbing Wall 

Scalextric Scalextric Scalextric 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank, on 
behalf of all those who participate in these; the 
teachers, outside coaches and our own Young 
Ambassadors who provide such a wide range of 
opportunities on a day to day basis. 
 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all parents for the continued support 
that they give to their sons/daughters and the 
academy in order to ensure that all pupils truly 
fulfil their potential.  Any form of progress 
made by students can have a motivating 
effect and offers real satisfaction for everyone 
involved.  I hope all students, staff and 
parents have a refreshing break and I look 
forward to a really successful half term 
leading up to Easter. 
 
Mr Sherington 
Princpial 
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Flexi Day-Year 7 

On school flexi-day, Monday 
26th January, all our year 7s 
packed into 4 coaches and 2 
minibuses and set off to 
Banham Zoo.  

With the theme of careers, 
the day was structured 
around finding out what jobs 

people did at the zoo as well as enjoying all the 
animals there.  Students were given a map, a 
timetable of activities and also a booklet to take 
away and complete with questions on careers.  A 
reward of 200 credits is to be given to the student 
with the most interesting and inspiring answers! 

Workshops included a Penguin Talk, Meet a 
Snake, Zoo Trail, Amazing Animals and a Giraffe 
Talk.  Students had the opportunity to talk to the 
zoo keepers about their roles and had a talk in 
the Education Centre by the zoo’s education 
specialist.  During the talk ‘Amazing Animals’, 
students were given the opportunity to handle a 
Madagascan hissing cockroach (very brave!) 

“Holding a cockroach was scary and slimy. I had a 

great day and some of the jobs we found out about 

were very interesting, for example there is a manager 

for each section of animals and they have all have to 

be fully qualified”            Morgan Brown (Y7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“If I were to work at a zoo I would like to work with the 

animals and learn all about them. It was really fun to 

see all the different animals and I hope next year’s 

year 7 get the chance to go to the zoo.” Majique 
White (Y7) 

After lunch, purchasing souvenirs in the gift shop 
and free-time in the play area, a weary group of 
students climbed back in to the coaches for the 
drive home. 

 

Flexi Day-Year 8 

On Monday 26th January Year 8 students took 
part in a Work Shadowing when they spent a day 
in work with a parent/guardian or family friend 
giving them a real life insight in to the world of 
work. This experience is an integral part of our 
whole school careers and work related learning 
provision and is very important as it will support 
their decision making and career planning in the 
future. 

The object was for students to get to grips with 
the world of work and to observe others in a real 
business situation. The work shadowing 
experience encouraged students to appreciate 
the distance people travel to work, the 
professional relationships formed in a business 
environment, the range of skills a job requires and 
how technology is applied. The objective was, not 
about carrying out menial tasks, but about 
observation and questioning, experiencing the 
environment of the work place and recognising 
the activities that happen in their chosen sector. 

Many thanks to all parents and local employers 
who supported this very successful day. 

Flexi Day-Year 9 

Year 9 students experienced the opportunity to 
design a new tourist attraction for the local area. 
Classes worked in small groups within their forms 
for the day, while business mentors from 14 
different professions shared their expertise and 
encouraged students to be creative as possible. 
In each form a winner was chosen to go through 
to the afternoon final.  

After lunch, each winning group of students 
presented their ideas to the rest of the Year 
Group in the Main Hall, whereupon an overall 
winner was selected to represent Cliff Park in an 
area final to be held later in the year.   

The overall winners were Immy Flaxmer, Dalton 

Welch, Erin Burgess, Emily George, Joe Oliver and 

Sam Harrison for their idea for a new Art, Drama 

and Music venue. Well Done!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks go to the enterprise organisation ‘Inspire Youth’ for their 

input and arranging the business mentors to work with students. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://www.123rf.com/photo_5090941_hissing-madagascar-cockroach-in-a-childs-hand.html&sa=U&ei=QUnLVKaYAYf9Urekg9AF&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNE89pbs9wsEqVdhj1LNGbAr7VsM2A
http://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://lilinhaangel.com/2013/01/get-out-of-your-hobbit-hole/&sa=U&ei=K1XLVIGhJNjWat_ugagN&ved=0CDwQ9QEwEw&usg=AFQjCNFS2DM6TUdt3ObnyAoIWfDDL0ha9w
http://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/LocationPhotoDirectLink-g1646548-d296687-i17947868-Banham_Zoo-Banham_Norfolk_East_Anglia_England.html&sa=U&ei=BEbLVIfgNMKrUaGQgLgF&ved=0CC4Q9QEwDDgU&usg=AFQjCNGyXwj9u7r4adv_UDI2M-PjEfkLwg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?q=http://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attraction_Review-g1646548-d296687-Reviews-Banham_Zoo-Banham_Norfolk_East_Anglia_England.html&sa=U&ei=wUXLVJX5Gou3UZn9gKAO&ved=0CBwQ9QEwAw&usg=AFQjCNE1orghP_nLmj398NYGbnkYJuT_kw
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Flexi Day-Year 10 

Year 10 had the opportunity to focus on careers 
and how best to get where they are heading for. 
The day consisted of four key events. Each form 
group had the chance to consider writing a CV 
and how best to prepare for interview followed by 
the opportunity to sign in to our new resource, 
‘You Explore’ and research different careers and 
the qualifications a person needs.  

Pupils were then treated to a session on exam 
technique by ‘Maximize Success’ who have 
worked so well with Year 11 in recent years. The 
objective was to show students how best to 
prepare for exams and get the most out of their 
learning during their final two years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, the day ended with a very busy careers 
fayre. This was attended by all the local colleges, 
the army, navy and RAF, Fusion hairdressers, 
three local oil and gas firms, the NHS and Potters 
Resort among others.       

Year 11 Mock Exams 

January 26th-February 6th saw Year 11 students 
taking part in an intense mock examination 
period. All subjects that have examinations in the 
summer set at least one paper so students’ 
revision skills could be put to the test. A mock 
examination results day will take place on Friday 
13th February so students can experience 
receiving a sealed envelope containing how well 
they did, just as they will on August 20th later this 
year!      
 
Caking and Baking-A 
new recipe!  

This term has seen a 
change to the normal 
‘Caking and Baking’ 
after school club as 
pupils teamed up with 
a family member 
becoming Big Cook 
Little Cook. 

Initially 8 pairs of 
cooks took up the challenge to work their way 

through a 3 
course menu 
over 3 
weeks. The 
first week 
had them 
cooking 
tomato and 
basil soup 
with a 
selection of 
8 different bread rolls. For the main course the 
cooks prepared filled chicken breasts, Duchess 
Potatoes with baton carrot parcels. In the last 
session the now experienced cooks will be 
challenged with two high skilled dessert of 
Meringue roulade with mango and passion fruit 
alongside Profiteroles topped with a rich 
chocolate sauce. 
Caking and Baking will return in the summer term! 
 
Visit by artist Rachel Thomas 

Professional artist Rachel Thomas visited the Art 
department in January 2014. She gave Year 11 
students a talk about her own successful career 
in Art and brought in a range of her own work to 
share with the students to inspire them within 
their exam project which is currently underway.  
 
Rachel also demonstrated various painting and 
drawing techniques and gave the students new 
ideas on how to work with different materials and 
mixed media. The students then tried out these 
methods on their own piece of work-focused on 
the view from the classroom window. The visit 
was very much enjoyed by all with the students 
producing some lovely work and gaining valuable 
new art skills. 
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ART Christmas Card Competition  

The Art Christmas card competition runs every 
year and in 2014 it was again offered to most 
students in years 7, 8, 9 and 10. Students were 
given the brief to design a Christmas card with a 
hidden meaning or message that could relate to 
the theme of religion, family or peace. Some 
fantastic designs were submitted making it difficult 
to select the winners, but the Art department 
selected the top three from each year with Mr 
Sherrington choosing the 1st prize winners. All 
Year Group winning entries are pictured below. 
Congratulations to all winners and thank you to all 
students who took part. 
 

YEAR 7 WINNERS 
1ST – Amber Harvey 
2nd – Isabel Philpott 

3rd – Tia Edwards-Pell 
 

YEAR 8 WINNERS 
1ST – Luke Young 

2nd – Stanley Brown 
3rd – Jack Snelling 

 
YEAR 9 WINNERS 

1st – Daisy Spurway 
2nd – Zoe Bozier 

3rd – Nadia Salawu 
 

YEAR 10 WINNERS 
1ST – Bethany Ward 

2nd – Levi Duffield 
3rd – April Wood 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science Club with Mr Hatton 

Last term, Mr Hatton began a new Science club 
as part of Cliff Park’s programme of enrichment. It 
runs on Thursday after school. 2 weeks ago they 
built propeller propelled model cars. Mr Hatton is 
thinking of renaming the club the STEM club 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) as 
so many of the Thursday projects are far more 
than just Science. Go along and find out more!  

 
 
 

 

 

 

RAG BAG APPEAL 
2015 

Rag Bag – since we 
started our textile 
recycling we have raised over £650! So a big 
thank you to everybody that has contributed and 
continues to support this project. 

 
Please help us to raise money for the school 
Porridge Appeal by supporting this scheme.  
 
The Porridge Appeal is an incredibly worthwhile 
project that raises money to feed students at 
primary schools in Africa – without it the students 
often do not go to school as they are working on 
the streets to get money to feed themselves and 
their families. Due to the money we raise for 
porridge, attendance has increased, 
concentration in school has improved and the 
students leave school with much better prospects 
– please help us to support this project!   

 
Rag Bag! 

A textile recycling bank is situated near the bike 
shelter at the front of school. 

We CAN accept the following 
items: 
 
- All men’s, ladies and children’s 
clothing 
- Paired shoes (tied together) 
- Handbags, bags, ties & belts 
- Soft Toys 
- Blankets 
- Underwear to include socks, 
tights, pants and bras etc... 
- Household textiles to include 
towels, bed linen, curtains etc... 

We CANNOT 
accept the 
following items: 
 
- Duvets and pillows 
(both synthetic and 
feathered) 
- Carpets 
- Rugs 
- Dirty or wet 
clothing 
 

If you have any questions about Rag Bag, please 
speak to Miss Chapman, Head of Geography. 
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Lego Club 

One of the brand new clubs this half term has 
been Lego Club. A variety of Year 7, 8 and 9 
students have come along on Thursday 
lunchtimes to build a whole host of vehicles, 
buildings, animals and other objects from literally 
thousands of bricks. 

The best ones are photographed each week and 
there will be a prize for ‘Best Build’ at the end of 
each half term. Come along and have some fun.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our new Head of Music-Miss Green 

Hello! I'm Miss Green the 
new Music teacher and it's 
about time I introduced 
myself to you all. I love 
playing and listening to 
music. My main instrument 
is flute but I can play little 
bits of other instruments 
too. The department is 
changing quickly and 
hopefully soon you will all get to have a go on the 
new Samba kit which will be arriving. I am 
planning lots of new clubs that you can join, so far 
we have singing group on a Wednesday lunch 
time. Come and join in if you enjoy singing! The 
practice rooms are open some lunch times as well 
for you to use. After half term there will be new 
clubs starting, such as band club. So keep an eye 
or ear out for when these will be happening! 

RADIO GA GA 

‘Radio High’ is a 
new Saturday 
morning show 
presented by students. Cliff Park is the first school 
in the area to take up the opportunity and 
students from the academy will be on the 
airwaves from 12-1pm every Saturday until April. 
Get online and listen in.    

 

CPOA on Twitter and 
Facebook   

You may have noticed that here 
at Cliff Park, we now have a 
Twitter feed and Facebook 
page. Interesting and valuable daily information 
about trips, examinations and what’s been 
happening around the academy and during 
enrichment activities is updated weekly. Photos 
are also often uploaded.  

Please sign up or like our page so you get the 
latest information instantly via Social Media. Also, 
don’t forget about our academy website that 
includes a section written entirely by students:   
‘E-magazine’.   

  Accelerated Read-Home Connect  

 

 

 

  

 

Want to know what your son or daughter is 
reading in Years 7 or 8? Want to know how many 
books they’ve read? 

Accelerated Reader Home connect is available 
through our website at cliffparkoa.co.uk. Sign up 
by using your son or daughter’s Accelerated 
Reader password. 

You will then be able to see what they have read, 
how many quizzes they have taken and how 
many of these quizzes they have passed at the 
magic 85% or more. Each term, certificates and 
prizes are given out to those who top the different 
league tables for the number of books read, 
number of quizzes passed and the number of 
words read. 
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The Children’s Coach  
…Creating Confident Young People  

CELEBRATION EVENTS 
 

 

Our Young Mentors, from Cliff Park 
Ormiston Academy, have led sessions of The 
Excellence Academy with students from Hopton 
Primary and Herman Ormiston Academy all last 
term. They hosted a celebration event for all 
families, friends and teachers to come along and 
celebrate the achievements of the young people.  

The amazing Young Ambassadors and Mr Cool 
King led sports for all guests and the trophies 
were presented by our special mascot Confident 
Cockerel.  

Thank you to Nurturing Nan, Gorgeous Gwen and 
Lovely Lisa for the refreshments, and Amazing 
Andy, Magical Mick and Great Graham for sorting 
the Hall for us. Thank you to the amazing strong 
young men who set up our stage! It was a great 
team effort and everyone was proud of the 
achievements of the young people from the 
Junior Schools.  

ED MILIBAND  
Special Shannon and Awesome Ashley were 
invited to represent us at the Town Hall in an 
audience with Ed Miliband. They asked him about 
his views about education and immigration and 
why they link and matter to him. It was an 
interesting and informative experience for the 
young mentors, and congratulations for 
representing us so well. 

QUEENS HONOURS LIST 
We were very proud to welcome Mr. 
Kind Cator and Delightful Dicker, the 
Queen’s Deputy Lord Lieutenant’s, to 
assess us for the Queen’s Awards 
for Voluntary Service- the MBE 

volunteer groups across the UK.  

 

They spent a day with us, listening to our 
achievements, watching us teach in the infant 
school and hearing from our panel including Mr 
Sensational Sherington, Mr. Terrific Tye, 
Nurturing Nan, Mr. Cool King and Lovely Lois. Mr. 
Delightful Dicker also attended the celebration 
event for Helpful Hopton- and was very 
impressed. 

We are now in the final stages of assessment and 
will keep you posted. Thank you to all for your 
support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can never have enough friends! 

 

 

 

 

During 2014-15, the ‘Friends of Cliff Park’ have 
raised over £3,000 for the following things: 

 Duke of Edinburgh equipment, including tents 

 Equipment for the Gardening Project for 
students   

 Hoodies for Students going on the Kenya trip
   

 3D Scanner and printer for the Technology 
Faculty   

 Samba music equipment  for the Music 
Department   

 Books for Literacy catch-up groups  
 

They organise wonderful events such as the 
Christmas Fair, boot sales and Summer extravaganza 
– all for the students of Cliff Park Ormiston Academy 
and the wider community. 
 
Our next meeting is on the 26th February at 6.30 in 
the Academy Library.  As a very small group, the PTA 
is always looking for new faces to join and welcomes 
all who would like to help. We would love to see you 
there. 
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I am looking for students with the following 
personal qualities – 
 

 reliability 

 organisational skills 

 friendly and approachable 

 good customer service  

 ability to learn a new skill 

 enthusiastic about reading and books 

 able to work independently 
 
Place of work – school library 
Time of work – break or lunch 
 

Please apply in writing, using the personal 
qualities as a guide.  I would particularly 
welcome applications from older students.  
Please hand your application in at the library 
desk.  Closing date is Friday 27 February and 
interviews will be held during the following week. 
 

Ms Blamey  
 

Key Dates 
 

Term begins: Monday February 23rd    
Term ends: Friday, March 27th   
 

 Year 11 Parents Evening #2:  
Thursday 26th March 

 

Parent Focus Evenings: 
 

Year 9 Parents: 12th March   
Year 10 Parents: 19th March  
 

(Topics for discussion will be posted on academy web 
page, the academy Facebook page and sent home 
via letter) 
 

There will also be a general Focus Evening 
each term-Date for Spring term TBC.  
 


