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A newsletter for parents, students and the local community   December 2014

News from the Principal 

As we reach the end of the autumn term, I am 
impressed by the high standards that are in 

evidence across all aspects 
of the academy and 
continue to be very proud 
as the principal of Cliff 
Park Ormiston Academy.  
 
We are an extremely busy 
and active academy 
community; hardly a day 
passes without an organised 

trip, a fixture or an after school event taking place.  
Well done to all students who have involved 
themselves in these additional opportunities 
beyond the school day and to the staff who have 
given up their own time to provide our students 
with such a range of activities.  I continue to be 
pleased by the positive approach displayed by the 
vast majority of our students to all aspects of their 
academy life. 

 
Cliff Park in the top 3% of schools and 

academies nationally – WOW! 
 

As reported to parents in my last report, the 
achievement of our Year 11 leavers last year set a 
new record in progress figures for both English and 
Maths - far higher than ever before. 
  
Only 6 Norfolk schools/academies and 5 Ormiston 
Academies, including ourselves, achieved 
progress figures for both expected and good above 
national averages in both English and Maths. This 
is an outstanding achievement that was 
recognised in the OAT review of the academy 
which made the judgement that our academy is 
now Ofsted ‘GOOD’.  In light of the new, stricter 
government changes, the academy bucked the 
national trend as many schools saw their results 
dip.   
 
It is not clear how good results are until the DfE 
release to schools/academies a full analysis of 
their outcomes in comparison with all other schools 

nationally in what is known as their Raiseonline 
report.    

 
I am delighted to report that for the first time 
EVER our report indicates achievement in a wide 
range of measures significantly above others 
nationally, placing the academy in the top 10% of 
schools.  In some key measures our 2014 GCSE 
results place us in the top 3%.  Value added is a 
measure used to show the progress made by 
students from their starting point on entry to the 
academy.   Our figure of 1043.9 (the national 
expected is 1000) places us in the top 3% of all 
schools / academies, with English in the top 8% 
and Maths the top 7%. 
 
These figures clearly evidence the progress made 
across all aspects of the academy’s work since 
2012.  As a result, it was not surprising to see that 
NEET figures released this week (the percentage 
of post-16 leavers not in education, employment 
or work) for our academy are at 0%. To put this 
into context, destination figures show that, 
nationally, 8% of school leavers were shown as 
NEET in 2014. The fact that  every one of last 
years’ Year 11 have taken up an offer in 
education, employment or further training with an 
alternative provider is a stunning achievement 
and a first for this academy.  I am confident that 
they will continue to do well in the future. 
 
There is still work to be done on our journey of 
improvement, as recognised in our most recent 
OAT review that outlined how we could be judged 
as at least ‘good’. A detailed action plan is in place 
identifying the key priorities required to be 
addressed, along with ambitious targets for 2015 
outcomes that are monitored by regular tracking of 
pupil progress across all years. 
 
Year 11 Presentation Evening 
 
On Thursday 27th November we held our 
‘Presentation Evening’ to celebrate the 
achievements of last year’s leavers along with a 
number of special awards.  This evening was a 
great success with many positive comments from 
all involved including our guest speaker, Wendy 
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Smith (Double Paralympic Games basketball 
player and ‘Be the Best’ Ambassador). A number 
of awards based around the academy’s 
‘Passionates’ were presented on the evening, 
along with the award of ‘Student of the Year’ for all 
year groups.  This was a staff nominated award 
and was won by Esther Simm.  I look forward to 
congratulating our current Year 11 in their 
achievements! 
 
‘Trial’ Exams  
 
Year 11 students are due to complete their mock 
exams in January as in the schedule published 
earlier this term.  I have been encouraged by the 
approach to their work during this term where the 
emphasis in many subjects has been on 
completing coursework and/or controlled 
assessments at their aspirational target level.  I 
hope they will use the holiday period to put in place 
a focused revision programme in preparation for 
their mocks.   
 
Reports 
 
Assessments have taken place in all Year groups 
this term.  This has involved all students receiving 
grades with regard to their attainment, attendance 
and attitude to learning.  The majority of students 
are working well and the work ethic around the 
academy is good.  The second assessment report 
for Year 10 and 11 students has recently been 
completed by staff.  Reports for both year groups 
were sent home this week.   Year 11 assessments 
from this cycle indicate 52% of students achieving 
5 or more A* to C grades, including English and 
Maths.  This would represent progress in line with 
the record 2014 results as the prior ability of this 
year group is very similar to that of the class of 
2014.  The year 11 strategy for improvement in 
place has set the target of over 58% of students 
gaining this figure and as such additional 
intervention opportunities for identified pupils are 
to be put in place starting in January. 
  
Extra-Curricular Activities / Clubs / Events 
 
The academy continues to be a hub of successful 
out of hours learning clubs. Around 15 NON -
traditional sporting clubs engage students each 
week outside timetabled hours. 59% of all students 
(around 560 student) are taking part in activities 
ranging from roller-skating to hawking, Nerf club to 
Scalextrics. This has been complimented by 
success in a range of other activities as highlighted 
within this newsletter, such as: 
 

Children’s Coach Activities this term with 
Stradbroke Primary (‘Moving on Up’), Hopton 
Primary (‘The Excellence Academy’), Herman 
Primary ‘Reach for the Stars’ and the ‘Excellence 
Academy’) and Cliff Park Infants (‘Little Leaders’). 
 
A Non-Uniform Day in October to support the 
Ebola Appeal and in November as part of Children 
in Need.  On both occasions over £800 was raised. 
 
The Open Evening for new pupils in October 
was well attended and bodes well for future 
numbers.  We held a Year 7 Parents Evening with 
Form Tutors, Head of Year and members of the 
LMT on Thursday December 4th. 
 
Two focus evenings for parents were held on 
Thursday December 4th (Year 7 and Year 8) and 
on Thursday December 11th – open for any parent 
to attend.  It was pleasing to see an increased 
number attend and take part in workshops 
concerning – homework, reporting to parents and 
a general forum.  These type of evenings will 
continue into the new year.   
 
The Friends of Cliff Park held another highly 
successful ‘Christmas Fayre’ on Friday December 
5th and have a number of other events planned for 
the New Year.  
 
And finally, may I take this opportunity to wish all 
staff, students and parents an enjoyable Christmas 
holiday and I look forward to another exciting and 
successful year in 2015. 
 
Mr Sherington 
Principal 
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3D printer brings new perspective  

Staff and pupils were delighted to take 
delivery of a new 3D printer thanks to the 
Friends of Cliff Park. The new machine brings 
the Design Technology department bang up to 
date and will allow students to create scale 
models of projects and develop complex 
shaped parts for engineering applications.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Fayre 
 
The Cliff Park annual Christmas Fayre was 
once again another great success. Hundreds 
of students and parents attended during the 
evening and enjoyed the raffle, played games 
run by students, had photos taken with Santa 
and bought a wide range of Christmas 
inspired goodies from 40 market stalls.  
 
In total £928 was raised on behalf of the 
Friends of Cliff Park.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to all of the ‘Friends of Cliff 
Park’ for another amazing year of fundraising. 
A special mention must go to Andrea and 
Terry for their fantastic leadership and 
enthusiasm! 

The ‘Friends of Cliff Park’ continue to raise 
valuable funds for the academy and are 
always looking for new members. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gifted & Talented 
 
A group of year 10 students were guests at 
Harbour Radio in Great Yarmouth where they got 
the chance to discuss on-air the research they 
have been doing for a local history project about 
the First World War. Kiaya, Maya, Chris and 
Abdul-Allah, along with Colin Stott from the Time 
and Tide Museum, talked to presenter Lara Norris 
about what they have discovered and the 
exhibition of their work.  
 
In the summer term last year the students 
attended a series of after school workshops at the 
Time and Tide and the Great Yarmouth library run 
by English Heritage as part of the Heritage 
Schools initiative. They worked with local history 
experts and pupils from other schools to unearth 
material about the life of Great Yarmouth citizens 
during the war. The Cliff Park team were given 
the task of finding out about the stories of local 
soldiers.  

 
Highlights of the material included a letter sent 
home from the Middle East to ask for a football to 
be sent out and another asking for a melodeon to 
play music with in the evenings. The exhibition 
had a grand opening last month, in time for this 
year’s remembrance commemorations and is 
available to view in the pavilion at St George’s 
Theatre before going on tour to the schools in the 
area. 
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Drop and give me thirty! 
 
On the 13th of November, Cliff Park Ormiston 
Academy dropped everything and read for thirty 
minutes. As you can see from the pictures, 
students and teachers got involved whatever they 
were doing. 
 
It was great to see everyone reading. 

 
 
Cliff Park Awards Evening 
 
In the wake of record GCSE results, Thursday 
27th November saw Cliff Park Ormiston Academy 
welcome back the Class of 2014 for a star-
studded evening of awards and music. 
 
The incredibly talented Skye Brewer opened 
proceedings with a hit from her new musical, ‘The 
Adams Family’ before the first trophies were 
awarded. In total, thirty eight accolades were 

presented to elated students as parents, staff, 
governors and members of the local business 
community looked on. 
 
For the first time, ‘Student of the Year’ trophies 
were presented to pupils in all five Year Groups, 
celebrating the success of the younger members 
of the academy while offering them a glimpse into 
the next stage of their academy careers. These 
very special awards were voted for by all 
academy staff as the year began in September. 

 
Helping to present the prizes was Wendy Smith, 
best known for her success as a basketball 
Paralympian who represented Team GB at the 
2004 Athens games. 

 

In addition to representing her country at 
basketball, Wendy has studied Sports 
Psychology, become the only qualified disabled 
wheelchair basketball referee in the UK and is 
now coach of the Norwich Low-riders.  
  
As Wendy said, “Every day I try something new 
and if I can’t do it I say, “if not today, maybe 
tomorrow.” 
  
Along with a packed hall of 350 students and 
parents, representatives from Harbour Radio 
watched with interest as members of local Jazz 
Funk band, ‘The Doggett Brothers’ played two 
instrumental hits by Stevie Ray Vaughn and 
Michael Jackson, fresh from winning their very 
own award; their album ‘Daylight’ being voted as 
Album of the Week on Jazz FM. Brothers to 
Assistant Principal Spencer Doggett, and former 
students of Cliff Park,  Carl and Greg Doggett 
along with bass player Ben Race were more than 

Year Group 
Winner  ‘13-14 

Student of the Year 

Year 7 Caledonia Dick 

Year 8 Paisley Webb 

Year 9 Shannon Clack 

Year 10 Erin Wilson 

Year 11 Esther Simm 
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happy to come back to show the latest crop of 
Cliff Park talent what they have been up to since 
leaving the school in the early 2000s.  

 
Principal Rob Sherington told the students that 
they had bucked the national and local trend by 
attaining excellent levels of progress in English 
and Maths and setting the benchmark for future 
year groups. Having heard the wide variety of  
 
courses and aspirations our Year 11 leavers have 
started to work towards since September, Wendy 
rounded off the evening with a moving and 
motivational speech explaining how determination 
can indeed bring its own rewards.  
 
Paralympian Coaches Lucky Basketballers 
 
Wendy Smith also took time out to give two 
coaching sessions to groups of very lucky 
basketball players at the end of November. 
 
Students who regularly attend the Friday after-
school basketball club run by Mr King, were 
treated to a special wheelchair basketball 
coaching session to find out exactly how tough 
the sport is.  
 
At over £4000 per chair, thanks goes to the 
Norwich Low-riders for agreeing to lend the 
academy their expensive equipment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taking on Cancer is a Big Hit! 
 
On Wednesday 10th December three of our Year 
7 students went across to the James Paget-
Louise Hamilton Centre-to sing a song they 
created to support Cancer awareness. When the 
Students’ were at Edward Worlledge Community 
Junior School they were set a challenge by a 
company called Go Givers to make a difference to 
someone or something. The children organised a 
whole school vote to choose the cause to 
support, which saw an overall majority select a 
cancer charity.  
 
Chloe Smith, Jay Jackman and Teddy Tavender, 
all from Cliff Park Ormiston Academy, were 
formed into a group and discovered the Louise 
Hamilton Centre based at the James Paget 
Hospital. This centre offers a care base for 
patients and their families in the Great Yarmouth 
and Gorleston areas.  
 
They went on to write a song, “I just wanna beat 
Cancer,” and raised £480 towards the Louise 
Hamilton Centre by performing the song in public, 
on Harbour radio, at their junior school fete, at a 
local supermarket and at the Louise Hamilton 
Centre itself.  
 

 
The Voice Cloud (an arts organisation based in 
East Anglia) heard about the song our young 
students had created and offered to 
professionally record the students singing the 
song and include it on their album.  
 
“I Just Wanna Beat Cancer” is available to buy 
online on iTunes and at Amazon as a digital 
download or as part of the album ‘My Song, Our 
Song’ which is for sale at the Louise Hamilton 
Centre as well as via The Voice Cloud. All profits 
go directly to the Louise Hamilton Centre. The 
song is fantastic and is definitely worth a listen. 
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Children’s Coach Update  

 
Harbour Radio 
 
Miss Jo and Young 
Mentors Special 
Shannon, Awesome 
Ashley and Creative Katy enjoyed an hour long 
interview on Noble Nev's show! We shared about 
our work, our experiences of working with young 
people, building a school in India, the young 
people of today, and chose all the songs! 
 
Fire walking  
 
Young Mentor Ashley Chapman and Miss Jo 
enjoyed an evening of walking on fire and raised 
£50 for Leeway which provides a range of services 
for men, women and children experiencing 
domestic abuse across Norfolk. 
 

 
 
The Queen’s Honours List 

 
We are proud to announce that 
we have been nominated for 
the Queen’s Awards for 
Voluntary Service- the MBE 
volunteer groups across the 
UK. We will be visited by the 

assessment team in January and a report will be 
written about us and presented at Commons 
where they will vote, and then taken to the Queen 
for her approval.  
 
We are in the process of collecting evidence for 
the assessors. If we have worked with you or your 
child and made a difference, it would be 
wonderful if you could drop a few lines/ video 
message to Miss Jo, so we can use in our report/ 
film we are making:   
 
(thechildrenscoach@live.co.uk).   
 
Thank you in advance for your support! We will 
keep you updated!  

 
‘Cuddles at Christmas’ at JPH 
 
We have been collecting teddies over the year 
and delivered them to the Children's Ward of 
James Paget Hospital.  

 
The children were so happy, and many were 
fascinated by our mascot, Confident Cockerel. 
We made them little booklets with games and 
stories and left the rest of our box of cuddlies with 
the ward for any young people who are taken into 
the ward over the festive season. Thank you to 
everyone who has helped by donating cuddlies, 
lovely Lisa and Special Shannon for organising.  
 
Young Mentors’ Christmas Meal 

The Young Mentors and Miss Jo enjoyed their 
annual Christmas night out at the Toby Carvery.  
We had lots of lovely food, thoughtful presents 
and laughter. Special times with a special group 
of young people 
 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS from the team at The 
Children’s Coach, we wish you all a very happy 
Christmas, and our every best wish for a 
wonderful new year! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

…Creating Confident 
Young People 

 
www.thechildrenscoach.co.uk 

mailto:thechildrenscoach@live.co.uk
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‘Blockhead’ Chaz Jankel Visits CPOA 
 

On the 26th November, we were fortunate to have 
a special guest visit the 
school and lead a 
composition workshop 
with our year 9 and 10 
BTEC Music class. Chaz 
Jankel, Guitarist, 
Keyboards and Co-
songwriter with the Chart 
topping band, ‘Ian Dury 
and the Blockheads’, 
worked with our students 
and helped with the 
composition unit of their 

qualification.  
 
With hits such as ‘Hit Me with your rhythm stick’, 
‘Reasons to Be cheerful’, and ‘What a waste’ to 
his credit, they were in the company of a musical 
genius.  
 
Chaz listened to their offerings and gave positive 
critical evaluations of their work, pointing out 
where to put in links, hooks and middle 8s into the 
songs. It was an honour for everyone to be 
involved. It doesn’t stop there because Chaz has 
asked for a copy of the songs once they have 
been recorded to be sent to him for a final 
evaluation prior to assessment. 
 
On behalf of the classes, thanks Chaz for your 
inspiration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caking and Baking-A new recipe!  
 
During the summer term, Mr Whiteley agreed to 
host a five week programme of ‘caking and 
baking’ and it was a huge success; full every 
week. Mr Whiteley has a brand new catering 
room with a demonstration area and had another 
exciting opportunity up his white jacket sleeve.  
 
Four sessions of ‘caking and baking’ have again 
taken place in December-with a Christmas theme 
and students of all ages signed up to amaze their 
family and friends over the festive season with 
their new skills. 

 
However, Mr Whiteley and Mr Doggett have put 
their heads together and come up with a further 
plan.  
 
In January, Cliff Park is 
going to open its oven 
doors to parents as well as 
pupils. This is the chance 
for any pupil to bring along 
a parent/grandparent to 
the club and learn new 
techniques and recipes 
together in a three week 
programme (costing just 
£10) that will be repeated 
to give others a chance.  
 
We are calling this, ‘Big cook, little cook’ and any 
parent interested in this terrific opportunity will 
need to ask Mr Whitely directly at school or via 
parents/grandparents who can e-mail him to 
declare their interest:  
 
nwhiteley@cliffparkoa.co.uk    
 
Places are limited so be quick! 
           

 
Key Dates 

 
Term begins: Tuesday January 6th 
Term ends: Friday, February 13th 

 
Year 11 Thursday 8th January: ‘How to help 
your child prepare for their examinations’-all 

welcome. 
 

Year 11 Mock Examinations from 26th 
January-February 6th. 

 
 

Parent Evenings 
 

Year 9 Thursday January 29th 
Year 10 Thursday February 12th 

Year 11 Thursday March 26th 
Year 8 Thursday April 16th 
Year 7 Thursday April 23rd 

mailto:nwhiteley@cliffparkoa.co.uk
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Karate Champion Sam 
 
Year 11 student, Samuel Snowling travelled to 
Szczecin, Poland as part of the AMA GB Squad 
for the 2014 World Junior Karate Championships. 
With all the pomp and ceremony of a major 
sporting event it was opened on Thursday 16th 
October by ex-Polish President and Nobel Prize 
winner, Lech Wałęsa. 
 
The event attracted two thousand competitors 
from twenty eight countries including Russia, 
Brazil, Argentina, Malaysia, USA, and South 
Africa as well as the European and Home 
countries.  
 
Saturday 18th was individual kumite and Samuel 
put up a very good fight against not only the 
eventual winner of his section, but the winner of 
the Best of the Best, but he could not make it to 
the medal positions this time. 
 
However, Sunday was parade of the Champions 
and team finals day. 

 
Samuel and the team did themselves and their 
country proud, when they beat a superb Russian 
team to take the title. 
 
Samuel will continue his training with the Phoenix 
Karate Schools at their classes at Cliff Park and 
will now prepare for the European Championships 
taking place in Belgium next June. 
 
Well done Sam and good luck! 
 
 
 
 
 

Football Results 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


