
 

 

 

 

A newsletter for parents, students and the local community             May 2014 

 

News from the Principal 

Year 11 GCSE examinations are now 
under way and students have started 
positively, making use of the extra 
support that has been offered by their 
teachers in lessons.  

Booster sessions have been 

introduced for all pupils the day 

before their exam, delivered by 

subject specialists. These have been 

well received by all the pupils who 

have commented about how useful 

they have been to focus on key 

aspects of the exam just before it 

takes place.   It has been stressed to 

pupils that these should complement 

their revision programme and that they should not use them 

as an alternative to focused work at home in preparation for 

each exam.  

All teaching staff have supported each other to facilitate this 

programme of boosters taking place, covering colleagues 

where required so as to minimise the disruption to other year 

groups.  Pupils in other year groups have also been very 

understanding in the way in which they are moving around 

the school during this crucial time for our Year 11 pupils.  To 

aid the examination process, the whole school has been 

having an earlier lunch (12.25 – 1pm), which is helping to 

reduce the level of noise and the amount of movement 

around the school in the afternoon.    I have been really 

impressed by the manner in which Year 11 students have 

conducted themselves so far. Students seem well prepared 

and have used all the time given to complete their papers – 

this is always a good sign as it indicates they have been 

making good use of their time to ensure they feel confident in 

attempting all questions set.   

 

 

 

 

Exams 

Examinations continue after half term with the 2
nd

 English 

Language exam and Mathematics (9
th

 June and 13
th

 June), 

plus exams in History, Geography, Science, Dance, Film 

Studies and Design Technology subjects.   During half term 

revision sessions will take place in school every day except 

Monday (Bank Holiday) and Friday, including Saturday.  A 

separate letter has been sent home to Year 11 parents 

detailing when they are due to take place.   

Predicted grades indicate that if the students perform to their 

best, the school could achieve a pleasing set of results that 

are significantly higher than last year, especially in relation to 

English, and that all students will be able to progress onto 

further education or employment.  

 

Tracking Progress 

All Year 10 students received their fourth progress report this 

week, detailing an assessment from all teaching staff of their 

current effort level along with a predicted GCSE grade.  I am 

particularly keen to receive feedback from parents and 

students regarding this type of report.  We have implemented 

this form since September and I would welcome suggestions 

for other information we can provide to parents and students.  

I hope parents find it useful to track their child’s effort 

regularly over an eight week period as well as being able to 

compare this score with the year group average.  We feel 

this system of reporting provides parents with more relevant 

and regular information and is more useful than written 

comments; which all too often do not indicate how 

performance can really be maintained or enhanced. All 

students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will receive their fourth report 

during the week beginning 9th June.   

 

Project Board 

As described in the Easter Cliffhanger, a Project Board has 

been established working with Ormiston to challenge and 

support the key purposes of our new academy in raising 

achievement and continuing to improve teaching and 



learning.  As part of this external evaluation of the academy,  

a full review will take place across all aspects of the 

academy’s’ work on 24
th
 and 25

th
 September.  This will take 

the same form as a section 5 Ofsted inspection and parents 

will be provided with the key findings.    Clear progress has 

been made in all areas identified for improvement in July 

2013 and it is hoped this will be recognised in this external 

review. 

 

Staffing 

Mrs Cowan (Science) who joined us in January on a short 

term contract has secured a head of Chemistry teaching role 

in St Felix School. She will be leaving on 16
th

 May to 

complete her MA Open University qualification and take up 

appointment on 1
st
 September.  She has made a useful 

contribution to the Science team during her short time at the 

school and will be missed by staff and students alike.  I wish 

her every success in her new role. 

Mr Furse following his recent illness will be leaving on 31
st
 

May.  He has made a significant contribution to music both 

through his teaching and involvement in extracurricular work 

during his time at our school.  Mr Harrison has suffered 

another stroke and will remain off school until at least 

September.  We wish them both speedy recoveries to full 

health as soon as possible.   

I will report on other staff changes in the next newsletter. 

 

Uniform 

I would like to ask for your 

continued support in 

ensuring that your son or 

daughter arrives at school 

wearing the correct uniform.  

If the weather is really warm 

students can choose to 

simply wear their school 

shirt and tie to school, 

without their blazer.  I would 

ask for your support in 

ensuring your son / 

daughter does not wear an 

alternative top to the school 

blazer over their normal shirt and tie. 

As outlined in a recent letter home to all parents, all students 

will be required to wear new blazers and ties from 

September.  Students with Gold Ties will continue to be 

allowed to wear a new gold tie.  All girls will be expected to 

wear trousers or a pleated skirt (a range of alternatives were 

shown to students in Baraza (student forum) with one agreed 

as the most suitable). 

If a girl choses to wear a skirt it must be purchased from our 

school supplier ‘Harrisons’.  The length of girls’ skirts has 

been an ongoing issue that this change of policy would 

address.   We believe that trousers are a far more practical 

option given the very active curriculum we have at Cliff Park 

Ormiston Academy but felt the option of an agreed 

appropriate skirt should remain. 

I am pleased to inform you that the school will be subsidising 

the cost of a blazer and tie for students currently in Years 7 – 

10.  

The cost for a blazer and tie will be as follows:-  

All students in receipt of Free 

School Meals. 
No cost 

All remaining students currently 

in Years 7, 8 and 9. 
£10  

All remaining students currently 

in Year 10. 
£10 deposit* 

Families with more than one 

child currently in Years 7, 8, 9 

and 10  

£10 for the first child 

and £5 for subsequent 

children 

 * At the end of next year we will refund the £10 deposit to 

current Year 10 students in exchange for the blazer and tie 

provided these items are returned to the academy in good, 

clean condition. This will allow us to have spare items to help 

students in the future. 

All blazers and ties will be supplied by Harrisons, High 

Street, Gorleston. In order to claim these items at this 

reduced price (normally priced at £29) you will need to take 

proof of identity with you.  The shop will have a list of 

students against which they will check the appropriate 

payment rates.  

We have made every effort to make all other uniform items 

available from more than one stockist, so shirts, and trousers 

can be purchased from Harrisons or from other chain stores 

including supermarkets, at very reasonable prices.  

There will be an expectation that students will wear blazers 

to and from the academy as well as during the school day 

unless given permission to take them off.  During very cold or 

wet weather students are, of course, able to wear an outer 

coat but this must be of a material designed to keep out rain.  

Hoodies will no longer be allowed to be worn. 

The sports kit will remain the same colour but will include the 

new school logo.  All Year 7 students will be expected to 

wear sports kit with the new logo, current students will be 

expected to purchase the new kit as they grow out of their 

current sports kit.   

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

An exciting final half term awaits and I look forward to 

continued success being achieved by our students through 

their school work, in sporting events with other schools and 

within our local community. 

Mr Sherington, Principal 

 



Year 9 Gifted & Talented Project 

World War One 

For the century anniversary of World War One, Year 9 G&T 

are putting together an online archive of World War 

information. This site will also contain brilliant themed 

games, pictures of artefacts and incredible War stories.  

To share our knowledge on this intriguing topic, in the next 

few weeks, we are going to be visiting some of the Year 7 

and 8 history classes! We will be presenting what we have 

done and then there will be a variety of fun activities based 

on War life to enjoy. 

In the meantime, if you have any amazing family stories, 

documents, medals or photographs that you would like to 

go into our archive, please email us at 

ww1@cliffparkoa.co.uk  

Shannon Clack and Maia Hall (Year 9) 

 

Art / Design & Technology Exhibition 

Year 11 GCSE Art, Technology and Diploma work has been 

put on display around the Art and Technology rooms 

following completion of their exam, along with preparation 

work.  I have been really impressed by the standard of work 

displayed and it has drawn many positive comments from 

visitors to school over recent days.  It also allows other 

students to see the high standard of work completed.  An 

exhibition of the students’ work was staged on Wednesday 

21st May from 4.30pm to 6.30pm. It was pleasing to see 

parents, friends, ex-students and members of the community 

comment favourably with regard to the high standard of work 

produced. 

 

Drama 

On the 9th of May all the Drama students took their exam. 

Each and every group had 3 months to come up with their 

performance around the title "contrast". Throughout the 3 

months we worked extremely hard, to the highest of our 

ability.  

To improve our confidence within Drama we had to perform 

to parents. Doing this was very intense but after doing so 

everyone felt very confident and excited within their role. 

 

 

Comments from Toni Hughes: “Drama is a very hard 

GCSE but totally worthwhile. The exam we had in front of an 

examiner was very nerve racking. Even though I was very 

nervous, I came out of the exam knowing that I tried my best. 

Everyone’s performance was outstanding" 

 

We would like to say a massive ‘Well done’ to the entire 

drama group; everyone’s performance was so good! We 

would also like to Thank Mrs Taylor-Maughan for every bit of 

effort and everything she has done for us the past 2 years. 

 

Written by Toni Hughes and Lucie Peloe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creative Collisions 

The Creative Collisions Art Group is made up of local 

schools and colleges. The group has been asked to take 

part in producing some artwork for a local festival. As 

members of the group we (Darryl Crusoe, Paolo 

Siracusa, Tazmyn Buxton and Jadzia Green) have been 

asked to take part in the Cardiff cut-out project to design 

several face cut-out portrait of popular films which Jack 

Cardiff either filmed or directed. Two of us are recreating 

Conan the Barbarian and the other two are painting War 

and Peace. The project is based in the local community 

and the cut outs will be placed around Great Yarmouth 

as part of Great Yarmouth Arts Festival taking place in 

June. 

Written by Darryl Crusoe (Year 10). 

Also linked to Creative Collisions, a number of pupils in 

Year 8 and 10 are taking part in (f)Stop. This is a 5 

session programme at the Time & Tide and Great 

Yarmouth College creating photographs using traditional 

darkroom techniques. The last session is on the 9th 

June. 

 

mailto:ww1@cliffparkoa.co.uk


Student Success 

On your bike 

Patrick Manning (10MAS) recently completed his national 3 

day tour of the Isle of Man as part of his competitive National 

Youth Tour. The tour consisted of a short prologue sprint, 

and 2 days of 35 miles each with climbs of 25% and sprints.  

The next national race is another 3 day tour of the northwest 

in Blackpool during the bank holiday weekend. Patrick hopes 

to continue to finish in the top half of the field in order 

to climb up the national ranks.  

Patrick has only just starting to race in this under 16 age 

group so this will give him the experience and competitive 

edge that he will need to improve his placing next year and 

hopefully allow him to fulfil his ambition of being part of a 

professional race team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Karate Squad 

Samuel Snowling (10AMA) is a member of the AMA National 

Karate Squad and has been selected from a large English 

squad to attend the World Union Karate-Do 

Federation's World Karate Championships in Szczecin, 

Poland in October this year.  

Samuel, a junior 2nd Dan Black Belt, has been in training 

hard since returning from the European Championships in 

2013 and travels all over Great Britain to squad training and 

Karate Championships to get the best preparation for this 

year's event. Samuel, like so many martial artists, is a 

modest person and does not tell many people of his 

achievements. So far up to the end of March this year he has 

won 3 Bronze, 1 Silver and 1 Gold medal. During the Easter 

Break he travelled to Manchester for squad training and then 

on to Wales for a National Championship. The amazing thing 

about Samuel is that he suffers from Hypermobility and is 

often in pain during training. Despite this, he does not allow 

this to deter his enthusiasm for the sport. 

 

 

Help needed to fund Sigourney’s Martial Arts 

dream 

Sigourney and her dad have qualified to compete for Team 

GB, at the World Martial Arts games in Vancouver, 

Canada.  

For September this year, they are looking to raise £1800 

each in order to pay for their expenses due to the fact that 

they receive no funding as it is an amateur sport.   

Sigourney has been training for 9 years as well as 

instructing pupils, including those special needs. She has 

competed in many competitions and would love the 

opportunity to compete for team GB.  

Sigourney and her dad are looking for companies or 

individuals to sponsor them to help towards their costs. 

Any help you could give would be most appreciated and 

would go towards the cost of flights, as well as essential 

protective equipment worn during competitions. 

If you would like to help fund Sigourney’s adventure, 

please contact Mr Sorrento at the Academy. 

 

 



The Children’s Coach Update 

VIP’S at Wembly Arena 

We have become 

involved in an amazing 

initiative called Free the 

Children, who 

encourage young 

people to deliver local 

and international acts to 

make a difference. We 

have been busy with 

lots of amazing projects including knocking on doors to 

collect food for the local food bank and selling Rafiki 

Friendship chains, made by the Masai Mamas, to provide 

education to the children in Africa. 

 

As a reward, we were selected to be one of ten VIP groups 

in the country to WE DAY UK. We were three rows back and 

centre stage at Wembley Arena to be inspired by amazing 

people such as Prince Harry, Ellie Goulding, Malala 

Yousafzai, Jennifer Hudson, and Dizzee Rascal!  

We were honoured to have our organisation’s work 

mentioned to over 12,000 people by the founders of Free the 

Children, Craig Kielburger and Marc Kielburger. 

It was a truly inspirational experience. We are proud to be 

part of the first VIP Groups in the first UK WE DAY.  

 

Scholarships to India  

Free The Children in partnership with VIRGIN ATLANTIC 

AIRLINES have created an amazing opportunity of an all-

expenses paid 3 week scholarship to India. There were only 

30 scholarships available for the young people in the UK, 

and we are proud to share that 3 of our young leaders, the 

Student Coaches, have been successful in being awarded a 

place.  

This summer they will explore and learn about the culture 

and community, develop their leadership skills and help to 

build a school. Free the Children commended them on their 

passion and enthusiasm for making a difference in the world 

and their inspirational work.  

Congratulations to Jolly Josh, Lovely Lizzy and Creative 

Katy- this is a real acknowledgment of the amazing work you 

do within The Children's Coach and we are so very proud of 

you.  

Celebration of Excellence 

We enjoyed two amazing Celebrations of Excellence for the 

graduates of our Excellence Academy this month. Families, 

teachers and friends from Stradbroke Primary and 

Peterhouse joined us in an evening of activities led by the 

Student Coaches.  

Mr. King and the Amazing Young Ambassadors led sports 

for all our guests, who enjoyed time with the young people 

on the rock climbing wall, playing table tennis and tennis. 

Refreshments were led by Lovely Lisa and Gorgeous Gwen- 

members of Friends of The Children’s Coach.  

All Graduates were presented with a certificate and engraved 

trophy. Congratulations to all, and thank you to everyone for 

your help and support, especially all the staff that attended, 

family and friends, the Student Coaches, Mr. Sherington, Mr. 

King, Chrissie, the Young Ambassadors, Callum, Kirby, Lisa, 

Gwen, Graham, Andy, Mick and Dudley. 

Individual Coaching  

Due to the request of many parents, we are now offering 

specialist individual coaching to for 5- 17 yr olds. Tailored to 

your young person’s particular needs, we provide tools to 

support them to be their best.  Areas of focus may include- 

exam success, overcoming nerves and anxiety, boosting 

academic performance, relaxation, motivation, concentration, 

preparation for interviews, effective presentation, confidence 

and self-esteem.  For more details please contact Miss Jo on 

07401 060690 or email thechildrenscoach@live.co.uk  

This term we are delighted to be working with Cliff Park 

Junior, St. Margaret’s Primary, Hopton Primary, Ormiston 

Herman and Ormiston Cliff Park. 

Jo Bivens  

The Children’s Coach Limited   

  

https://www.facebook.com/WembleyArena?ref=stream
https://www.facebook.com/elliegoulding
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Malala-Yousafzai/281744488546012
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Malala-Yousafzai/281744488546012
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https://www.facebook.com/DizzeeRascal
https://www.facebook.com/craigkielburger
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Marc-Kielburger/102620173125528
https://www.facebook.com/freethechildren
https://www.facebook.com/pages/VIRGIN-ATLANTIC-AIRLINES/101942489843458
https://www.facebook.com/pages/VIRGIN-ATLANTIC-AIRLINES/101942489843458
mailto:thechildrenscoach@live.co.uk


The Tenner Challenge  

Recently, at school, a group of students have taken place in 

something called ‘The Tenner Challenge’.  The aim of the 

challenge is to make as much money as possible, from a 

tenner. 

Many people came up with ideas, and sent them in. From 

these ideas, a small amount was selected to go through to 

the next round.  The selected students had to do a 

presentation on their business, in a ‘Dragons Den’.  The 

judges were three owners of local businesses, and Mr 

Doggett. 

However, the judges liked everyone’s ideas, so they decided 

that everyone would get a tenner.  Some of the groups, who 

they felt had the best plans, were given twenty pounds 

instead.  My group comprising of Oliver Underwood, Ben 

Phair and me, received twenty pounds. 

All of the groups have been making money, with the most 

popular businesses selling foods.  The way we further our 

business is by reinvesting money we make, back into stock 

for the stall. 

The Tenner Challenge will be continuing until the end of 

May.  Several businesses are located in the hall, and the 

library.  

Come and take a look! 

Harry Van Leeuwen (Year 8) 

 

PTA Car Boot 

The last car boot raised a fantastic £213.20. Thank-you to all 
of those involved and look out for the next one. 

 

Porridge appeal - Rag bag and cash  
for cartridges 
 
The latest Ragbag collection raised £83 for the Porridge 
Appeal - so a big thank you to those that are supporting 
it. 

 

However, a little reminder - donations need to be clean and 
dry. The RagBag collection is not a rubbish bin - some 
students are spoiling this fundraising opportunity and losing 
us a lot of money by putting food waste and open drinks 
cartons/ cans into it - as a result a lot of our donations are 
being rejected and we are not getting money for it. 
 
Please support this project, do not spoil it! 
 

We CAN accept the following items: 

 

 All men’s, ladies and children’s clothing 

 Paired shoes (tied together) 

 Handbags, bags, ties & belts 

 Soft Toys 

 Blankets 

 Underwear to include socks, tights, pants and bras 

etc 

 Household textiles to include towels, bed linen,  

 currtains etc 

 

We CANNOT accept the following items: 

 

 Duvets and pillows (both synthetic and feathered) 

 Carpets or rugs 

 Dirty or wet clothing 

  

Extended Services 

The final half term of the year will play host to several 

new and exciting opportunities for pupils at Cliff Park. A 

variety of new after school clubs will run for a five week 

trial, responding to the questionnaire pupils completed 

before the Easter break. Pupils will be given the chance 

to sign up for these that will run alongside our 

comprehensive list of clubs that have been running at 

the school for some time.  

New clubs include roller skating, cake-making, cycling, a 

recording studio and even Emergency First Aid (but the 

First Aid course will take place on a Saturday). All of 

these clubs will be run by either school staff or qualified 

coaches and the vast majority will be completely free of 

charge, with the exception of a small charge for 

ingredients for Mr Whitley’s new ‘Caking & Baking’ 

sessions. From September, a rolling programme of 

activities will take place, with pupils able to sign up for 

the clubs they are most interested in. The next step is to 

create more opportunities for parents, so watch this 

space!    

Mr Doggett 

 



The Rocket Car Club  

Another extremely busy half term for The Rocket Car Club 

has come to an end. Students were involved in Bloodhound 

SSC project. Bloodhound SSC is exactly what it says - a 

SuperSonic Car! And the exiting thing is, the car is being 

built in England and it is going to go faster than the speed of 

sound! 

Students were working with Mr P. Harrison who is one of the 

Bloodhound’s ambassadors, he helped to enthusiasm young 

scientist. And they designed and built lots of interesting 

models. 

Here is our Bloodhound ambassador Mr Harrison with a 

model of the Super Sonic Car in Bristol. 

 

If you want to have some fun and get involved in building the 

rocket cars, come and join us every Thursday in room 24. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The View” intervention  

Supporting your child 

At Cliff Park we believe in supporting your child’s welfare and have set up various drop-ins and counselling sessions 

to help to achieve this, most of which are held in our dedicated room “The View”. See the table below for more. 

 

 

  



Hire the 5-a-Side football pitch - Friday evening special! 

 The CPHS community 5-a-side football pitch can be hired from only £12.00 per hour for new users. 

 3 pitches available from 6pm to 10pm. 

 Hirers must be over 18 and comply with terms and regulations (available on request). 

 For further details: Phone: 01493 660208 or email: cphs.sport@btconnect.com  

  

Other sports facilities that are available for hire are: 

 
Term Dates 2014 
 

Summer Term 

 

 Half Term: Mon 26th May to Fri 

30th May 2014 

 Term Ends: Weds 23rd July 

2014 

 

Staff Development Days 2013-14  

 

The following date has been designated 

as staff development day: 

 

 Thursday 26th June 2014 

 

 
Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY). 
 
On 14

th
 and 15

th
 June 2014, CRY will be holding a  

ECG screening clinic at Cliff Park Ormiston Academy  
where young people, aged between 14 and 35, can be tested. An ECG 
(electrocardiogram) test is a simple way to identify heart abnormalities. The test 
is quick and painless. Donations made in memory of Simon Cullum– who 
tragically died on 8

th
 June 2007 from Sudden Adult Death Syndrome, aged 29 - 

have funded appointments for up to 100 free screenings during the day. Simon 
Attended Cliff Park High School and we are proud to be offering our facilities for 
the screening. 
 
To book an appointment at this screening event or for more information, go to 
www.testmyheart.org   

 


