
News from the Principal
Another term comes to an end through which 
much success has been achieved across the 
academy at all levels, both within and outside  
of the classroom. 

Since becoming Cliff Park Ormiston 
Academy, a Project Board has been 
established to externally monitor 
progress of the new academy. This is 
chaired by Nicole McCartney, Executive 
Principal at Ormiston Venture Academy 
and the lead for all Ormiston academies 
in the East. As Principal, myself and 
the Vice Principals are challenged 
and offered support where required 
in relation to the key purposes of the 

new academy; namely to raise achievement and improve, where 
required, teaching and learning so that it is at least good across  
the academy. 

There is still much work to be done in addressing key issues 
identified in the July 2013 Ofsted report, along with additional 
challenges as a result of continual changes to the national 
accountability measures for schools. All staff are working 
extremely hard in supporting continual progress and the majority 
of students are responding positively to key interventions that 
have been put in place, especially in Year 11, but increasingly 
across other year groups. 

The next parents forum is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 
22nd April (the day students return) at 6pm, providing parents the 
opportunity to take part in an open dialogue with the academy’s 
leadership team, with regard to the way in which identified 
priorities for improvement are being addressed. 

Year 11 
An important term lies ahead for many students at the academy 
after Easter. Year 11 students need to ensure that they make full 
use of the holiday period using any additional support to ensure 
that they revise carefully for their forthcoming GCSE exams. 

An Information Evening is taking place this week on Thursday 
3rd April to provide parents with information about how they 
can support their child’s exam preparation along with outlining 
additional revision sessions in key subjects that will be taking 
place during the 2 week Easter break. Our strategy to support 
achievement launched with Year 11 pupils is proving to be very 
successful in focusing students’ attention on the three key areas 
that will ensure success – regular attendance, adopting the right 
approach to work and making planned use of time outside of  
the classroom. 

I have been delighted by the way in which all Year 11 pupils have 
responded to this strategy, linked to their entitlement to attend the 
end of year prom. 

Exam revision 
Effective revision can make a huge difference to students’ final 
grades and I would urge parents to support this in ensuring we all 
work together with your son/daughter in putting together a revision 
programme over the holidays. As a rough guide, students should 
aim to complete 20 hours revision per week when not in school 
– this means 2/3 hours per day or doing it in chunks e.g. 4 days 
of 5 hours and 3 days of breaks. It is important that a balance is 
reached between revision and other interests. 

All Year 11 students will be given a revision support booklet 
this week. Revision opportunities in school over Easter will be 
explained during the information evening, with details sent home 
in a letter to all Year 11 parents.

I would urge parents to encourage pupils to attend these 
additional opportunities as part of their Easter revision programme 
as well as taking note of the revision sessions held after school 
along with the useful websites detailed in the booklet.

Please note this revision booklet is also accessible via the VLE for 
parents and students from ANY year group to view by logging in 
as a guest.
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Year 8 and 9 options
Year 8 and 9 students have been making decisions with regard 
to their choice of option subjects next year and I was delighted 
by the attendance and interest shown at our Options Evenings 
in February. It was pleasing to see the positive response from 
students and I hope parents found this opportunity helpful to 
hear in greater detail about the choices that can be made at 
what is a crucial time in a young person’s career development. 
Choices are now being analysed in an attempt to ensure that 
we maximise the choice satisfaction for the majority of students. 
Inevitably, some combination of choices will not be possible and 
further discussions will take place with the students concerned. All 
students, with their parents, will have an interview with a member 
of the leadership team during the next half term.

Reports
Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will receive a third report shortly after 
Easter. I hope that parents find this more regular assessment 
information useful. The next stage is to build in learning steps 
personalised for each student in each subject area at least once a 
year. I would welcome parental feedback with regard to the format 
of this as we strive to ensure that the reports published give both 
students and parents an indication of what needs to happen 
to ensure that progress is maintained or, where necessary, 
improved.

Extended activities
It is pleasing to see the number of students who continue to involve 
themselves in extracurricular activities which really compliment the 
work within the classroom on a daily basis. World Book day held on 
March 6th was a really special day, coordinated successfully by the 
English team. 

Much success continues to be achieved from our students in 
sport which you will see within this newsletter. It is especially 
pleasing to note the success achieved by our pupils in the 
‘Playground to Podium’ and Winter School games events held 
at the UEA. I am also grateful to the parents who support these 
activities and I would welcome hearing from any other parents 
who feel that they may be able to offer any additional extra-
curricular opportunities for students after school on a  
Tuesday or Wednesday.

History 

Year 9 pupils are involved in a G&T project based upon WWI 
and WWII in commemoration of 100 years of the beginning 
of the Great War. £3000 of funding for projects has been 
secured through English Heritage. Pupils have been taken to 
Great Yarmouth library and the Time & Tide Museum to have 
‘cataloguing’ modelled to them and small groups have chosen 
projects with individual outcomes. These include a scale model 
of a WWII gun tower that originally stood where our North 
playground currently is and Cliff Park’s very own online archive. 
Pupils have also benefitted from a talk from a local WWII veteran 
and the daughter of a WWI veteran to hear their stories.

Science

As part of National Science and Engineering Week (14th – 23rd 
March), Year 8 pupils participated in a Science Project called the 
Crest Award. 20 pupils spent the day designing, building and 
testing a model house that can guard against flood protection. 
The fee for this course was provided via the Friends of Cliff Park. 
Year 7 scientists also took part in a World Record attempt for the 
largest number of fingerprints. Photographs from these events 
can be found later on in this newsletter.

Technology

In conjunction with the Science Department and as part of 
Science Week, the engineering club took part in ‘The Rocket Car 
Test’ testing their rocket propelled cars on the astro surface – this 
proved to be highly successful. Photographs can be found within 
these pages.

PE

12 pupils came second in the Norfolk School Games Sports hall 
Athletics for SENd students. 

Students returned from skiing in Tonale, Italy after a very 
successful ski trip. Skiers also represented CPOA at the Norfolk 
School Games skiing finals.

Geography

£3,300 of funding for the Kenya Trip was secured via a bid 
submitted to the Grammar School Foundation.

Drama 

Year 10 Drama students took part in a theatre trip to London to 
watch Blood Brothers 

English

A selection of Year 8 pupils were given the opportunity of 
spending the afternoon with a published author at Lynne Grove. 

All of Year 10 took part in a half day careers event at the Norfolk 
Showground. The whole of Year 9 will participate in a similar event 
this week on April 3rd. 10 Children’s Coach Mentors travelled to 
London’s Wembley Arena for a team building day. 

My thanks to all staff who lead our many additional  
extra-curricular activities.
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Science and engineering week
Students rocket to success throughout the week

Congratulations to all of the 
students who took part during 
this year’s National Science and 
Engineering week. Students 
were involved in numbers 
of different activities. Years 
7 and 8 took part in a World 
Record Attempt in collecting 
fingerprints. Students were 
collecting their fingerprints 
using specialist  equipment. We 
should find out after Easter if we 
beat the world record. 

Year 8 was also involved in The Crest Awards Discovery project. 
Students had to design a flood resistant house. 

CREST Awards are a project-based STEM scheme for 11-18 
yr olds. CREST Awards link personal passions with curriculum 
learning - in or out of school.

UCAS endorse CREST Awards for inclusion in students’ personal 
statement – they are well-regarded, high-quality and a tangible 
recognition of success.

All students involved in the Crest project received  
their certificates. 

Well done to all of them! 

On the final day The Rocket Car Club were testing their  
model cars. 

Business developments
Three ‘Business Breakfasts’ have now taken place, involving 22 
different businesses that represent 14 different industries from  
oil & gas to hairdressing and NHS apprenticeships and  
further education.

Business leaders have expressed their commitment to closer 
links with the academy by agreeing to offer worksite visits, mentor 
pupils, give ‘industry insight’ sessions, take Year 10 assemblies, 
attend parents evenings (Year 8 & 9 was combined with a Careers 
Fayre) and offer further work experience for our pupils. They have 
also committed to participate in and fund a business competition 
(‘Tenner’), work with individual departments (ICT) and plan and 
deliver the final Flexi Day of the Year for Year 10, revolving around 
careers. 

Businesses have highlighted the need to include CV writing and 
interviewing within the programme for this day. Assemblies and 
Industry Insight sessions are scheduled for May and the careers 
Flexi Day is on 21st July.

Congratulations to:

Logan Sewell (Yr11) who took part in national training with 
English Schools ski team in Norway during Feb half-term. He 
finished 3rd in slalom and 6th in Giant Slalom and was advised by 
the coaches that with this level of performance he would qualify to 
represent GB in the U18 team for an international world cup race 
in 2 years!

Liam Walker (Yr7) who has been selected to represent Great 
Britain in the World Fight Martial Arts World Championships due  
to be held in Croatia in October 2014.

Paris Eley (Y11) As reported in the last Cliffhanger, Paris achieved 
the Grand Prior Award, named after the Grand Prior of the 
Venerable Order of Saint John. This is the highest award that a 
cadet in the St John Ambulance Youth Program can achieve and 
Paris was invited to Buckingham  
palace where she was presented with her certificate from HRH 
Princess Anne.

Well done to all of our students who are achieving success at 
a high level in a range of different activities. I would welcome 
being updated about their successes so that it can be celebrated 
through this newsletter.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish all families 
connected to Cliff Park, pupils and staff an enjoyable Easter break 
and hope the weather continues to improve.

Mr Sherington, Headteacher

Cliffhanger  |  Easter 2014
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We believe this is good start and intend to develop our ideas 
further with more cars coming along. We hope to be ready  
for the final race in July. 

These are the students’ comments:

“ I like building rocket cars because it teaches me 
about aerodynamics and engineering of rocket 
cars. It has also taught me about the Bloodhound 
SSC which is attempting to set the world record for 
fastest land speed in 2015. This car has inspired 
me top build my own smaller version that will reach 
speeds of up to 200 mph. The project making me 
think again and again to make sure every detail of 
the car is fit running. Having special technologies 
such a laser cutter, I can make special adaptation 
to the car to make it as aerodynamic as it can be.” 
Charlie Watson, year 8 

“ The Crest activity was brilliant as we worked  
well as a team and our house worked well.”  
Seth Houlgate, year 8. 

¡Vamos a cocinar! 
¡Hola! We, a group of Year 9 Spanish 
students, took part in a cross-curricular 
Spanish food project. With the help of Mr 
Whiteley and Ms Parker, we researched 
the origin of Spanish “Tapas”, analysed 
frequent ingredients in original Tapas 
dishes and then invented our own  
Tapas recipes.

Working in groups we planned which recipe we wanted to cook 
and how much of each ingredient we needed to buy. On the 18th 
March we spent our Spanish lesson with Ms Parker together  
with Mr Whiteley in his Food Technology room, cooking our  
Tapas dishes.

During the preparation we found that we needed to use both our 
knowledge of Spanish as well as skills we had learnt in  
Food Technology to prepare our Tapas dishes effectively. 

Despite a few hiccups, we all managed to prepare our Tapas 
dishes and still had time to try them at the end of the lesson. We 
were pleased with our results and were able to let our parents try 
them too.

The John Holmes Award 
Art department

A local artist society ‘The Great Yarmouth & District Society of 
Artists’ which has been running for over 80 years, made contact 
with the school regarding Year 11 art students who are producing 
A/A* work. The society run a charity called ‘The John Holmes 
Trust’ which is able to help finance two pupils each year who 
produce an exceptional high standard of artwork and are  
planning to continue with their art studies post 16. The Trust  
then provides financial support towards the cost of their  
future art materials. 

Katie Wardle and Ebony Halladay were selected as high 
performing art pupils in Year 11. Both took part in an informal 
interview on Thursday 20th March, where they had to present and 
explain their artwork in great depth to two very important society 
members. Jullian Macey (President of the society) and Margaret 
Carver (Chairperson) were extremely impressed with the standard 
of artwork and the way the two pupils spoke and conducted 
themselves during the interview. Both were selected for the award 
and will now receive money toward future art materials. Katie is 
looking to study art at sixth form, so the money will help towards 
the cost of the art materials. Ebony is unsure at present, but if 
she doesn’t take art at sixth form, she still plans to continue to 
produce art as a hobby.

Well done to both Katie and Ebony from the art department! 

“Like electricity. Yeah…like electricity.” 
A small group of childcare students went to see Billy Elliot 
at the Victoria Palace Theatre on Saturday 29th March. The 
musical successfully tells the compelling, heart-warming tale 
of the young coalminer’s son who has a passion for dancing. 
With determination he attempts to prove his father and brother 
wrong, by becoming a professional dancer.

The highlight of the day was meeting Mitchell Tobin (Billy Elliot) 
at Victoria Station after the show. We were lucky enough to 
have a photo taken with the star.



Cliffhanger  |  Easter 2014

World Book Day 

Once again World Book Day embraced at Cliff Park: each year 
group was able to join in the celebrations. 30 Year 7 students 
were invited to enjoy reading and activities in the library all day. 
They worked alongside Mrs Norton to do creative writing, book 
mark designing and listen as different teachers came in to read 
to them throughout the day, a few Year 9 students supported 
them throughout the day.

Year 10 students began the day with readings of 
teachers’ favourite book passages in assembly, it was a chance 
for them to consider why to read and how to find the genre to 
grab them and start them on their path of reading for pleasure. 
Year 7 and 8 girls performed a dance about reading for them to 
end the assembly with a resounding round of applause.

Year 11 students performed drama and freeze frames 
throughout the day in the dining hall and corridors; causing quite 
a stir at lunch with a freeze in dinner hall which also included 
teaching members of the English department. 

One of the highlights was welcoming the children in the pre-
school year at Busy Bees to join us for games and reading in the 
library for the afternoon.

At the end of the day each child was able to take their token 
to claim their free book. The day was a success and again 
the English department was able to spread the joy of reading 
through out the school. 

Friends of Cliff Park
The Friends of Cliff Park have certainly been busy over the winter 
period and continue to raise money for the academy. The last 
car boot sale raised a whopping £371.65, bringing the account 
balance to £2,441.01. Faculties have submitted requests, bidding 
for some of this money, with the final decisions being made over 
the Easter break.

Car boot sale

The next car boot sale will be taking place on Sunday 11th May. 
Gates open at 8am for a 9am start. Pitches are £5 per advance 
pitch or £6 on the day. For further details or to book a pitch, phone 
01493 301410.

Organised by ‘The Friends of Cliff Park’ PTA, the band ‘Taste’ 
visited the academy this week and performed in front of Year 7, 
exploring themes within citizenship.

Year 10 were also treated to the band during their morning 
assembly. During the day, the group worked with a number of 
different year groups, ranging from Year 7 to 10.

Summer fayre

The Friends of Cliff Park are excited to announce that, for the first 
time, Cliff Park will be hosting a huge summer fayre, called the 
‘Cliff Park Super Summer Bonanza’. 

Taking place on Saturday 8th June, between 2pm and 8pm, it is 
already shaping up to be THE summer event. Already confirmed 
is live music, inflatables, fairground stalls, rides, fundraising 
mascots and side shows. 

We need YOUR help in making this a fantastic event. Are you a 
member of a local band who would like to showcase your talents 
on our stage and giant screen? Do you belong to a group or club, 
such as majorettes or dance, who would like to put on a display 
during our event?

If you are interested, please contact Mr Sorrento at the academy 
or Andrea on 01493 301410.

Sports news
Year 10 football team win the double

The Year 10 football team were crowned district champions and 
won the very competitive league competition. After a slow start 
to the league campaign the boys’ quality came strong towards 
the later stages of the season. The boys celebrated a meal out at 
Pizza Hut to end what has been yet another successful season. 

Norfolk winter games

On 13th March 2014, students chosen from Year 7 were taken 
to the UEA for the annual Norfolk Winter Games 2014. The 
10 children who participated, undertook a series of sports 
challenges, competing against 6 other schools from around 
the Norwich area. The event was a great success with Cliff Park 
coming second overall and received medals. 

Well done to all those involved!
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Examinations
All Year 11 students have been issued with an examination 
pack. It included their personalised examination timetable, 
copies of the JCQ regulations and a page of FAQ’s which I 
hope you will have found useful.

Additional copies of students’ personalised timetables can 
be printed from the Data Office and a copy of the full summer 
2014 examination timetable can be viewed on the school 
website, by clicking on Learning – Exams.

Students are reminded to look at the exams notice board in the 
Dining Hall to view where they will be seated for each exam.

A full programme of revision sessions will be made 
available to Year 11 students during their information 
evening on Thursday 3rd April.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all Year 11 students 
luck in their forthcoming examinations.

Mrs Makepeace 
Examinations Manager 

Examination invigilators required
We wish to appoint a number of people to join our existing pool 
of invigilators mainly for the periods of May and June,  
but throughout the school year. 

n  £7.63 per hour (£8.56 including holiday related pay). 

n Closing date Monday 21st April 2014

n   Application form and further details are available from the 
school website www.cliffparkoa.co.uk and follow the link  
to www.teshirewire.com to download an application pack. 

n   Completed forms can be emailed to:  
head@cliffparkoa.co.uk

Could your child be entitled to Free 
School Meals? 
If you are receiving any of the following then Yes!

n Income Support: Income based Job Seekers Allowance

n Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

n   Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

n   Child Tax Credit - provided you are not entitled to Working Tax 
Credit and have an annual joint income that does not exceed 
£16,190

n   Any award of Working Tax Credit automatically disqualifies 
entitlement to Free School Meals

For more details or to collect a form please contact  
the school on 01493 661504 or collect a form from  
main reception.

In Case of Emergency (ICE)
How many people would know 
the name and phone numbers of 
your family or friends to contact if 
an emergency occurs? We can do 
something to help.

An ICE telephone number, stored in your mobile phone is a 
method of contact during emergency situations and is recognised 
by all emergency services.

All you need to do is store under the name ICE the number of the 
person who should be contacted if you are involved in an accident 
or any other emergency. If we did this, the emergency services 
and hospital staff would be able to identify who to contact quickly 
by dialling the number you have stored as ICE. It could really 
save a lot of valuable time and put your loved one’s mind at rest, 
you can even store several with names eg. “ICE1 Parents”, “ICE2 
Grandad” etc.

Put this in your mobile today!

Our new website
As part of our conversion to an academy, we have developed a 
new website. This can be found at: www.cliffparkoa.co.uk 

At Cliff Park we are always seeking to improve and having the 
opinions of as many Parents/Carers as possible will help us 
achieve this. 

If you would be willing to register your views, please  
visit our website or VLE to access the OFSTED 
‘Parent View’ survey. 

You will be asked to register for an account and then fill in a 
short survey on your views of Cliff Park.

You can access this from our website using the ‘Ofsted’ link on 
the front page.
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Porridge appeal - Rag bag and cash for 
cartridges
Will you be getting new school shoes for September?  
If you are, what are you doing with your old ones?

For the Kenya 2014 trip we would like to collect old pairs of black 
school shoes to take to the schools we work with during the 
community project. The schools we visit have students from the 
age of 5 to 17, so any size black shoes suitable for wearing at 
school would be very much appreciated!

If you have any old school shoes that you would like to donate 
(rather than putting in the bin!) please give them to Mrs Chapman 
in room H3. Many thanks!

Rag bag

We have raised £550 for the Porridge Appeal in 6 months! 
So a big thank you to everybody that has contributed and 
continues to support this project.

Please help us to raise money for the school Porridge Appeal by 
supporting this scheme. 

The Kenya Porridge Appeal is an incredibly worthwhile project 
that raises money to feed all students at Martin Luther Primary 
School in Nairobi, one of the primary schools we spend time at 
on the annual Kenya trip – without it the students often do not 
go to school as they are working on the streets to get money to 

feed themselves and their families. Due to the money we raise for 
porridge, attendance has increased, concentration  
in school has improved and the students leave school with  
much better prospects – please help us to support this project! 

A textile recycling bank is situated near the bike shelter at the front 
of school.

We CAN accept the following items:

n  All men’s, ladies and children’s clothing

n  Paired shoes (tied together)

n Handbags, bags, ties & belts

n  Soft Toys

n  Blankets

n   Underwear to include socks, tights, pants and bras etc

n   Household textiles to include towels, bed linen, curtains etc

We CANNOT accept the following items:

n  Duvets and pillows (both synthetic and feathered)

n  Carpets

n  Rugs

n  Dirty or wet clothing

If you have any questions about Rag Bag or the shoe collection, 
please speak to Mrs Chapman, our Kenya co-ordinator!

“The View” intervention 
Supporting your child

At Cliff Park we believe in supporting your child’s welfare and 
have set up various drop-ins and counselling sessions to help to 
achieve this, most of which are held in our dedicated room “The 
View”. See the table below for more information.

Nerf club
Are you a team player? Do you like a challenge?

Nerf club runs every Tuesday, straight after school in room 26. 
Activities take place in the gym.

See Mr Nash or Mr Groome for details.

Type of support Name Where/when Referral through

Family issues: bereavement, 
family separation etc

School counsellor: Siobhan 
Wall Key

Mondays/Tuesdays Pastoral team: head of year

Medical issues School nurse: Penny Appointment can be made via relevant KS3/4 office

Self-esteem 
Anger management issues

Clustor mentor:  
Sophie Symeou

Mondays/Tuesdays/
Wednesdays

Referral via relevant KS3/4 
office

Clustor mentor: Jo Rogers Mondays/Tuesdays

Drop in session information on 
all aspects of being a teenager 
from sexual health to wellbeing

Boys: drop in platform: 
Jay Morris

Tuesday lunchtimes 
1.20 - 2.00 in The View

Voluntary - just pop in

Helping Year 7 with adjusting to 
high school life

G.R.O.A.N (Get Rid of Anxiety 
Now) run by Miss Jackson

Boys: Tuesday lunchtimes 
1.20 - 2.00 in The Bridge

Voluntary - just pop in

Girls: Thursday lunchtimes 
1.20 - 2.00 in The View

Voluntary - just pop in

Drug and alcohol advice The Matthew Project See relevant KS3/4 office for referrals



Cliffhanger  |  Easter 2014

Term Dates 2014
Spring Term
n  Term Starts: Tuesday 7th January 2014

n  Half Term: Monday 17th Feb - Fri 21st Feb 2014

n  Term Ends: Friday 4th April 2014

Summer Term
n  Term Starts: Tuesday 22nd April 2014

n  Half Term: Monday 26th May to Fri 30th May 2014

n  Term Ends: Wednesday 23rd July 2014

Staff Development Days 2013-14 
The following date has been designated as staff 
development day:

n  Thursday 26th June 2014

Bank Holiday

May Day:   Monday 5th May 2014

Parent Consultation Evening 2014
n  Year 7:   Thursday 24th April 2014 (with subject teachers)

Cliff Park Ormiston Academy 

Kennedy Avenue 

Gorleston-on-Sea 

Great Yarmouth 

Norfolk NR31 6TA

t: 01493 661 504 

f: 01493 440 558 

e: office@cliffparkoa.co.uk   

Hire the 5-a-Side football pitch - Friday evening special!
n   The CPHS community 5-a-side football pitch can be hired from only £12.00 per hour for new users.

n  3 pitches available from 6pm to 10pm.

n  Hirers must be over 18 and comply with terms and regulations (available on request).

n  For further details: Phone: 01493 660208 or email: cphs.sport@btconnect.com  
 
Other sports facilities that are available for hire are:

Facility Session length Weekday Weekend

Community pitch: Football

5-a-side (1/3rd) 1 hour £20.00 £22.00

5-a-side (1/3rd) block booking 1 hour £19.00 £21.00

5-a-side (1/3rd) after 9pm 1 hour £12.50 £12.50

5-a-side (1/3rd) block booking after 9pm 1 hour £12.00 £12.50

Whole pitch, block booking 1 hour £32.00 £34.00

Whole pitch, after 9pm 1 hour £23.00 £28.00

Community pitch: Hockey

Pitch per game Per game £43.00 £43.00

Community Sports Hall

Community Sports Hall 2 hours £31.00 £35.00

Gymnasium

Gymnasium (sport) 2 hours £21.00 £23.00

1/2 gymnasium (sport) 2 hours £10.50 £12.00

Gymnasium or hall (non-sport) 4 hours £18.50 £20.50

Main and drama halls combined 4 hours £30.00 £32.00

Tennis/netball court

Tennis or netball court 1 hour £5.00 £5.00

Changing facilities

Changing rooms Per let £4.60 £4.60

Showers Per let £6.60 £6.60

Changing rooms and showers Per let £11.20 £11.20

Sports Gradings

By arrangement


