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A newsletter for parents, students and the local community       October 2014 

News from the Principal 

I am delighted to be able to report that 
the year has started very positively by 
all at the academy. 

This academic year will 
play a key role in the new 
Cliff Park Ormiston 
Academy.   I hope that 
parents are delighted to 
see our standards are 
continuing to rise, 
following the recent 
Ormiston Academies 

Trust review.  The OAT Review confirmed 
improvements making the judgement that the 
Academy has progressed from the ‘Requires 
Improvement’ Ofsted judgement of July 2013 
to be ‘Good’ in all 4 key areas, meaning an 
overall ‘Good’ judgement in September 2014.  
 
Three Ofsted trained inspectors praised 
achievement and progress at our academy 
recently when carrying out a review in line 
with the revised September 2014 Ofsted 
framework.   
 
Reviewers observed 27 part lessons and an 
assembly. A SMSC (spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural) walk and two learning walks 
through tutor sessions were also undertaken.  
Reviewers had meetings with Governors, 
leaders at various levels and student groups 
of the academy.  A variety of documents were 
scrutinized, including the academy’s self-
evaluation, a development plan,  minutes of 
the governing body, academy  data, 
monitoring logs of teaching, student books 
and academy policies. 
 
This news follows a significant improvement in 
our GCSE results for 2014. 54% of students 
achieved five or more A* to C grades 
including English and Maths, up from 38% last 
year.   This is a significant achievement in 
light of the new, more stringent government 
changes and our academy bucked the 

national trend as many academies saw their 
results dip.  High achieving students did 
particularly well with 21% of students 
achieving impressive sets of at least 3 A* and 
A grades or equivalent.  100% of students 
achieved at least one qualification and 98% 
achieved at least 5 A* to G grades.   

As an academy, we remain passionate about 
all students achieving their best but, as 
importantly, being equipped with the skills 
through their qualifications to able to 
PROGRESS and SUCCEED in their chosen 
post 16 courses.  The vast majority of 
students are now able take up their places in 
further education courses of their choice 
where I am confident that they will continue to 
do well. 
 
Students performed particularly well in English 
and Maths, giving them a progression ticket 
for future career aspirations: 

 In English the percentage of pupils making 
expected progress rose from the lowest 
ever of 46% in 2013 to 82% - an academy 
/ academy record.  

 The percentage of pupils achieving grade 
C or above in English rose from a 42% in 
2013 to 69% - another academy / 
academy record despite the national 
downward picture.    

 In Maths the percentage of pupils making 
expected progress rose from 67% last year 
to 79% (national average 2013 was 69%)  

 36% exceeded their expected progress, 
significantly above national benchmarks 
and another academy / academy record.   

 
I am proud that we are one of only 6 Norfolk 
academies (out of 52) and 6 Ormiston 
academies (out of 26) who achieved progress 
figures in both Maths and English above 
national benchmarks. 13 other subjects 
achieved a significant improvement in the 
percentage of pupils that achieved grade C or 
above, notably in History, Geography, 
German, French, Chemistry and Additional 
Science.  
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This provides a really positive start to the new 
academic year.  Our New Year 7 students 
have settled well and are being supported by 
an effective team of student mentors and their 
Form Tutors.  We have also had a large 
number of new students, many from 
overseas, join in Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 and I 
welcome them and trust they will settle quickly 
and enjoy their time with us at Cliff Park. 

Heads of Department have been carrying out 
evaluation activities across all aspects of work 
during this first half term, including a full 
review of the 2014 results.   Action plans have 
been put in place in all subjects to ensure 
aspirational targets set for achievement in 
2015 are met.   

Uniform 

I would like to thank all parents for their 
support with our new uniform which has 
ensured that our students appear smart and 
has contributed to the positive work ethic 
around the academy – they look terrific!  As 
the weather gets colder, after half term, it is 
expected that all students will continue to 
wear their blazer as required, underneath any 
coat. 

Academy Site 

It is pleasing to note the site developments 
completed over the summer break, these 
include: Safety railings put in place to restrict 
student access to the car park and the entry 
road onto the academy site.  The widening of 
the entrance to the car park has allowed 
coaches to enter the academy site meaning 
students now assemble in the North 
Playground boarding the coach under staff 
supervision.  A Year 11 careers information 
and Learning Zone based in the old Room 21 
has been completed.  Wallscapes around the 
academy promote specific subjects along with 
the academy ethos. A Video Pod (Diary 
Room) provides additional communication 
channels with staff, parents and students.  A 
refurbished Staff Room has been fitted.  
New purpose built student toilets in the main 
academy have been built with widened 
entrances and fitted out with cubicles (with the 
boys’ urinals removed) in order to support 
more appropriate safe use along with 
reducing opportunities for bullying / in 
appropriate behaviour.  A newly refurbished 
Food Technology room incorporating new 

work stations and equipment along with 
professional demo area has been fitted. A 
renewed computer access area in DT and 
Music has been completed to support each 
department being independent of the main IT 
rooms. 

Reports 

All students in Years 7, 8 and 11 received 
their first report on progress this week.   A 
new report format has been introduced 
including working at and predicted grades 
compared to aspirational targets for all 
students to aim for.  Around 30% of pupils 
nationally achieve at this level and it is our 
intention to encourage students to aspire to 
achieve at their highest possible level and, as 
a result, exceed the progress of other 
students nationally.   

Parents will continue to receive a report every 
eight weeks for all year groups.  Students in 
years 9 and 10 will receive their first report 
during the week beginning November 17th.   

And finally… 

As we look ahead, there are a number of 
major national initiatives which we will have to 
respond to during the next few months.  
These include the revised (again!) Ofsted 
inspection framework which has been in place 
since September 2014 and curriculum 
developments relating to new academy 
performance tables from 2016. This puts a 
real emphasis on ensuring students achieve 
at least 6 traditional GCSE’s, supported by 
appropriate vocational / BTEC qualifications 
where appropriate.  A new measure that 
parents will hear more about in the next few 
months which impacts upon our current Year 
9 and below students will be their ‘Attainment 
8’ and ‘Progress 8’ which puts an increased 
emphasis on not only achievement in Maths 
and English but includes Science, Humanities 
and Languages, coupled with achievement in 
other subjects making use of GCSE's and 
vocational courses. 

I look forward to working closely with students 
and parents over the next year. 

Mr Sherington 

Principal 
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The Children’s Coach Update 

Here’s hoping that this new academic year 
has started well for all the young people 
that we work with - past and present. 
Continue to do your best and we look 
forward to following your successes!  

Our scholarship winners return from India 

Jolly Josh, Lovely Lizzy and Creative Katy 
have returned from their 3 week once-in-a-life 
time scholarship to India. 

They shared about their experience to our 
Young Mentors and also to the Governors of 
Cliff Park. Everyone was fascinated to see 
their photos and listen to the details of the 
children they met and how they helped them 
to build a school. 

Jolly Josh shared with us a recipe for 
samosas he was given by a chef in India 
whilst Gorgeous Gwen cooked us all an 
Indian feast which was gorgeous. We learnt 
some Hindi, yoga moves and even some 
Bollywood dancing! They even chose a 
bracelet for each member of their Young 
Mentors team and presented them to us all- 
so we had a little piece of India too!  

Congratulations on representing The 
Children’s Coach and Cliff Park Ormiston 
Academy overseas and making such a 
positive impression - we are very proud of 
you! 

 

 

Young Mentor Application 

After half term we are opening up applications 
for you to apply to be a Young Mentor for The 
Children’s Coach. Our Young Mentors have 
received National Awards for their work and 
are committed to making a difference to 
children locally and even overseas. If you 
think you have what it takes to join our team, 
we look forward to hearing from you! To be 
considered, you must have taken one of our 
Programmes at Junior School -The 
Excellence Academy, Moving on Up or Reach 
for the Stars. Please contact Miss Jo for an 
application form - email me on 
thechildrenscoach@live.co.uk or write me a 
note and ask a teacher to pop it into my 
pigeon hole at school. We look forward to 
hearing from you! 

Open Evening 

Some of our team of Young Mentors ran a 
stall at the Cliff Park Open Evening to share 
our work with parents and year 6’s. They were 
delighted to meet many of the young people 
that we had worked with in Junior Schools, 
and look forward to welcoming them to Cliff 
Park next year. They asked the young people 
to write down on our poster what they were 
looking forward to when they come up to Cliff 
Park Ormiston Academy. They had lots of 
wonderful ideas, but our favourite is 
‘Everything!’ 

On the Radio 

Marvellous Miss Jo 
had a wonderful time 
sharing about The 
Children's Coach and the work we do on 
Noble Nev's show on Harbour Radio. Nev was 
so impressed with the work we do, and 
questioned how we could spread this over the 
whole of the country.  We have been invited to 
come back to the radio station and share 
more. Next time I will be taking one of our 
Young Mentors to share their experiences.  

 

 

 

  

Autumn Term 2014 

This term we are delighted to be working with the young people of Hopton Primary,                  
Cliff Park Infant School, Ormiston Herman and Ormiston Cliff Park.  

Jo Bivens - The Children’s Coach Limited (www.thechildrenscoach.co.uk) 

Twitter: @childrenscoach  Facebook: The Childrens Coach  

mailto:thechildrenscoach@live.co.uk
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Defibrillator Gift for Cliff Park 
 

 
 

 
 
 

On the 19th September, Cliff Park were 
presented with a defibrillator by Marilyn 
Cullum as a ‘thank-you’ for hosting her CRY 
screening event earlier in the year.  
 
Marilyn Cullum, who lost her son, aged 29, to 
Adult Death Syndrome 9 years ago has been 
campaigning to make people aware of the 
condition and to give young people the 
chance to be screened for hidden heart 
defects. 
 
As part of the presentation, key members of 
staff at Cliff Park Ormiston Academy were 
also given defibrillator training by the East of 
England Ambulance Service. 

Marilyn is currently fundraising for another 
session in June, with £3,500 enabling 100 
check-ups. If you would like to donate towards 
this, please send cheques payable to CRY to 
Mrs Cullum at 32A Green Lane, Bradwell, 
NR31 8QJ. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Macmillan Cancer Support 
On the 29th September, Office Manager Mrs 
Caroll organised a Macmillan Coffee morning. 
Staff brought in homemade cakes and 
cookies which were then sold in the staffroom. 
Well done to all those who baked and bought, 
helping to raise £106. 

Cliff Park’s Open Evening 

This half term, Cliff Park Ormiston Academy 
opened its doors to Year 6 students and 
parents in order to showcase everything that 
the academy has to offer. 
 
The evening was very well attended and 
feedback was very positive. Students had the 
chance to get involved in a variety of 
activities, including melting crisps in Science, 
creating poems in English, solving sums 
against time on the electronic white board in 
Maths and going back in time in the 
Humanities Block. Students also got an 
opportunity to see some of the after school 
activities on offer, including the appearance of 
birds of prey as part of the ‘Hawking Club’. 
 
It was great to see so many families during 
the evening and we look forward to meeting 
our new Year 7 in September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What a lot of books 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The winner of the 'Guess the number of books in 
the library' from Open Evening was Kane 
Haylock from Cliff Park Junior School.  The 
prize is a selection of books.  There were 93 
entries - the correct number of books on the day 
was 11951 and Kane's guess was 11356 which 
was the closest. 
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After half term we are beginning the 
introduction of a new way of doing homework, 
called Doddle!  
 
Doddle is an online homework and revision 
resource that makes it easier for your 
son/daughter to understand what they are 
covering in class. Doddle allows teachers to 
assign students homework quizzes and has 
resources to use in lessons. Alternatively, 
students can use Doddle on their own to 
revise and find extra help with other 
homework. 
 
Doddle allows students to: 

 do homework wherever, whenever – 
even if they haven’t got their textbooks 
with them. 

 know how well they did as soon as 
they finish homework and have a way 
to improve their score. 

 access homework that will explain any 
question they have missed. 

 know what homework to do and when. 
 
More information about this exciting learning 
and teaching tool will follow soon. 
 

Our New Student Leadership Team 

After a very difficult and close-run process, 
Cliff Park Ormiston Academy selected its new 
Senior Student Leadership Team. 
Congratulations to all involved, especially 
Alex, Head Boy, Megan, Head Girl, Issy, 
Deputy Head Girl, and Jordan, Deputy Head 
Boy. 

 

 

A Message from our Head Boy  

As new Head Boy, my first job was to talk at 
open evening. This was my first big event and 
although I was nervous I really enjoyed it. 
When Mr Doggett came to me with the idea of 
talking in front of 100 parents I was filled with 
nerves. After I did my first speech though, I 
was fine. 

Open evening went very well and all the 
parents who I spoke to said they liked their 
visit here. The class room activities and all the 
stands went down well leaving a great 
impression of the academy. 

Alex 
 

Year 11 Leaders at Whitlingham 

As a ‘thank-you’ to all of our Year 11 Leaders, 
they were invited to attend a team building 
adventure day at Whitlingham. Students 
completed a number of different water based 
activities, including rafting and sailing. 

 

After-School Club Takes Off 

For a period of three weeks, some students 
have been given the chance to get involved in 
one of many clubs at Cliff Park Ormiston 
Academy, The Hawking Experience. 

We are extremely lucky to have been given 
this chance of a five week Experience to fly 
the birds. 

Some of the birds we 
have flown so far include 
the European Eagle Owl, 
the Harris Hawk and the 
Peregrine Falcon. 

By Cameron Darnell 
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Year 11 Driving School 

October saw Cliff Park’s very first under 17 
‘Driving School’ get underway as part of our 
expanding programme of enrichment. The first 
9 students nervously took their places behind 
the wheel of driving instructor Peter Sutton’s 
car and spent part of their Saturday morning 
negotiating the academy’s netball courts. 

“I was really impressed with their clutch 
control and confidence considering it was their 
first lesson,” said Spencer Doggett, Assistant 
Principal who signed the pupils up for the 
course. “They were much better than I was in 
my first lesson, and I was a year older of 
course.” Peter, who specialises in under-17 
driving experiences, was also impressed with 
his first cohort of Cliff Park students, saying, 
“They did really well for their first go at 
driving.” 

The next lessons will take place on November 
8th, where the main car park will be used to 
help push the young drivers a little bit further. 
Extra dates are now very likely to be booked 
throughout the year and it’s not too late to 
hand in a permission slip signed by a 
parent/guardian and the subsidised fee of 
£10.        

 

Skating Club rolls into the academy 

After being a huge success in the summer 
term, Cliff Park’s roller skating club is back 
underway again for 2014. Run by Martin 
Pickering, a Great Britain roller skating coach, 
it is attended by pupils across the academy 
every Tuesday after school. Another twenty 
five pupils regularly attend this club again this 
year, learning artistic moves and routines 
while having fun. Pupils can also work 

towards accredited certificates in artistic roller-
skating.  

“It is incredible to have a coach of Martin’s 
quality and experience giving up his time like 
this on a weekly basis. The only time he can’t 
hold a session is when he is abroad with 
skaters who are representing the UK; showing 
the level he is working at.”  said Spencer 
Doggett, Assistant Principal. 

 
The club will NOT run on Tuesday after half 
term as Martin is in Portugal with some local 
students at an international roller skating 
competition.  
 
The ‘Tenner Challenge’ is back 
 
After its success last year, the tenner 
competition is coming back. It is going to be 
streamlined this year, with two opportunities 
being offered throughout the academic year. 
Each businesses will be given £10 and have 
just ten school days to turn a profit.  
 
‘Ten for Ten’ will be open to Year 8 and 9 
students and Mr Doggett is able to provide 
application forms immediately after half term if 
you have a great business idea. The first 10 -
day competition will be in the run up to 
Christmas, so could easily be based around 
gift ideas and this time, all successful groups 
will have a business mentor to discuss their 
plans before and during the ten days process.  
 
The Christmas edition of Cliffhanger should 
have an interesting update! 
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Sainsbury Centre Trip (Year 10 GCSE Art) 

On the 7th October 
2014, 40 GCSE Art 
pupils visited the 
Sainsbury Centre for 
Visual Arts in Norwich to 
have a look around the 
permanent exhibition of 
work which contains 
famous pieces of work 
by Henry Moore, Francis 
Bacon and Alberto 
Giacometti to name but a 

few! It also houses the brand new exhibition 
‘Reality’ which contains modern and 
contemporary pieces of work by Lowry, 
Matisse, Hockney and others. They came 
away with knowledge of having visited a local 
gallery and lot of good ideas to use within 
their GCSE Art course over the next two 
years. 

Time & Tide Creative Arts Workshops 
(Year 9, 10 & 11) 

Several pupils have taken advantage of a 
series of free workshops designed to inspire a 
piece of creative work which will lead to a 
nationally recognised qualification: The Arts 
Award – at Bronze/Silver Level.  

The workshops began on Tuesday 14th 
October 2014 at the Time & Tide Museum for 
any pupils in Year 9, 10 or 11 who are 
interested in the Arts (Art, Dance, Drama or 
Music). The aim of the workshops is to create 
a piece of Creative Arts work based on a 
mystery object within the Time & Tide Stores.   

If you are interested in joining the workshops 
there are four places left, please see Mr. 
Cullen, room 42.  

Big Cook Little Cook 
 
In January, Cliff Park is going to open its oven 
doors to parents as well as pupils. This is the 
chance for any pupil to bring along a 
parent/grandparent to the club and learn new 
techniques and recipes together in a three 
week programme that will be repeated to give 
others a chance. We are calling this, ‘Big 
cook, little cook’ and details will be made 
available to pupils before the Christmas 
holidays. 

 
Bloodhound Rocket Car 
 
Year 9 students from The Rocket Car 
club and those studying Resistant 
Materials and Engineering recently 
attended an event aimed at promoting 
science and technology in schools. The 
Bloodhound SSC Challenge is centred 
around the current World Land Speed 
Record attempt vehicle Bloodhound SSC 
due to run in South Africa next year. The 
record currently stands at 763mph, faster 
than the speed of sound! Bloodhound 
SSC (the SSC stands for SuperSonic 
Car!) aims to travel at over 1000mph, an 
incredible engineering feat! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students took part in a variety of 
activities, including building and testing 
their very own gas powered rocket cars 
and finding out how modern materials 
and manufacturing methods are 
contributing to the record attempt.  
 
If you are interested in getting involved in 
the Rocket Car club or finding out more 
about careers in Engineering then 
contact Mr Herridge or come along to the 
Rocket Car club on a Thursday at 3.30 in 
Room 24. 



Cliffhanger | October 2014 | page 8 
 

Paralympic Star Launches ‘Be the Best’ 

Year 7 pupils were left feeling inspired and 
motivated after a visit from Paralympic 
Wheelchair Basketball player Wendy Smith 
who represented Team GB at the 2004 
Athens games.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the Be The Best You Can Be 
programme that all of year 7 participate in, 
Wendy told pupils about her awe inspiring 
journey from being a fit and healthy able 
bodied 16 year old to becoming paralysed in 
an horrific motorcycle accident. 

Pupils had the opportunity to have a go in 
Wendy’s basketball wheelchair before she 
demonstrated the speed and skills that she 
had in the sport by charging through the hall 
and dribbling the ball.  

The pupils later moved into classrooms with 
their Be the Best teachers and they explored 
the road to success that Wendy had to take 
and all of the challenges she overcame. 
Students then explored their own goals and 
mapped out their road to success. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Dates 
 
Term begins: Monday November 3rd 
Term ends: Friday, December 19th  
 
Parent Evenings 
 
Year 11 Thursday November 13th 
Year 9 Thursday January 29th   
Year 10 Thursday February 12th  
Year 11 Thursday March 26th  
Year 8 Thursday April 16th  
Year 7 Thursday April 23rd  
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