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Policy aims and principles  
 

Homework is a valuable component of all students’ learning experience at the 
academy.  It has a number of different purposes: 
 

• To develop independent learning skills e.g. thinking and researching 
• To prepare younger students for the demands of independent study and, 

where appropriate, coursework/controlled assessments 
• To prepare for subsequent lessons/assessments/examinations 
• To consolidate what is being learnt in lessons or challenge prior learning 

further 
 
Extended learning is most valuable when it is clearly linked to current or future 
learning (i.e. it is relevant and purposeful).  When set, extended learning is an 
obligation and must be completed. It is the responsibility of the students with the 
help of parents/carers to take ownership of the extended learning set and complete 
to the best standard and to the best of their ability. It is the responsibility of the 
academy to support that extended learning where appropriate. 
 

Definition of Extended Learning Tasks 
 
The extended learning work set by the academy should meet the following five 
hallmarks and criteria to  ensure its quality deepens understanding and builds skills 
necessary for success in lessons and the future. 
 
Hallmark (1)  
Purpose- the task has a clear academic purpose, such as practice, checking for 
understanding, or applying knowledge or skills.  
 
Hallmark (2)  
Efficency-the task efficiently demonstrates student learning.  
 
Hallmark (3)   
Ownership- the task promotes ownership by offering choices and being personally 
relevant. 
 
Hallmark (4)  
Competence- the task instills a sense of competence—the student can successfully 
complete it without help as work is differentiated.  
 
Hallmark (5)  

Asthetic appeal-the task is aesthetically pleasing—it appears enjoyable and 
interesting. 
There are many extended learning tasks that are valuable – the following are some 
possibilities: 
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• Researching (extended projects set or resource gathering in preparation for 

future lessons) 
• Reading in preparation for future lessons 
• Learning (e.g. vocabulary, spellings, facts) 
• Extension tasks that deepen the learning in the lesson 
• Writing assignments/drafting 
• Practising (e.g. presentations/newly acquired skills/examination questions) 
• Projects to supplement the learning (completed over a number of weeks) 
 

We try to set a variety of different types and styles of task because students learn in a 
variety of different ways, and they find variety more interesting and motivating.   
 
 

Communication of extended learning work to home and access from home 
 

ClassCharts and TEAMS 
 

Students will be assigned extended learning work via class charts. The instructions and 
explanation of the task will arrive in the student and parents ClassCharts app and the 
date and time of the deadline set. The work itself may be attached to the notification, 
although this may not be appropriate for all tasks. For example, if a subject area is 
working on exam question preparation that requires students to answer extended 
questions by hand. Students who are required to research or complete presentations 
may attach work and return via ClassCharts to staff. Some departments may set work on 
Microsoft TEAMS but the detail of deadlines will always be on ClassCharts. In both 
instances, feedback from marked work can be received via ClassCharts and TEAMS and 
students have an opportunity to respond to feedback and resubmit work if appropriate. 

 
Parents who have supplied their current email address to the academy will receive 
information about homework via ClassCharts. This will inform parents of upcoming 
assignment deadlines/work due in the following week, and highlight unsubmitted work 
from previous weeks.  Staff may contact parents by phone directly if a serious concern 
arises with the quality of work. In addition, all students’ efforts and performance with 
regard to extended learning will be considered when teachers report on attitude to 
learning each term. 

 
If a set of extended learning tasks requires students to use ICT to complete it, and they 
do not have access to a computer at home, they are encouraged to take advantage of the 
use of the academy’s ICT facilities at break time or after school at Homework Club.   
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Quantity of Extended Learning to be set  
 
Year 7,8 and 9 (Lower School) Homework Booklets 
 
Year 7,8 and 9 have homework set in booklets in 2020/21. The homework is set at the 
start of the half term. All subjects set a differentiated core activity to be completed 
within the half term (Bronze, Silver or Gold), as well  as optional Enrichment activities 
and family tasks. All completed work is given credits, which is added to ClassCharts by 
the relevant teacher, and staff offer support in managing extended learning and raise the 
profile and importance of homework. The format meets the hallmarks of quality 
provision.  
 
Year 10 and 11 (Upper School) 
 
It is impossible to specify the amount of the extended learning that will be set in Upper 
school exactly as teachers need to be flexible in responding to the needs of their classes.   
There is no expectation that extended learning will be set within each subject area on a 
weekly basis. Instead, it is the academy’s belief that extended learning should be set 
when appropriate for the work of each department. Extended learning should be 
relevant and set when appropriate. 
 
The frequency of extended learning every half term/term per subject area is expected to 
be as follows:  

  

ENGLISH MATHS SCIENCE HISTORY GEOGRAPHY 
LANGUAGES- 

FRENCH 
LANGUAGES- 

GERMAN 
PRE/CC CPLD 

H. & S. 
CARE 

Once a week 
Once a 
week 

Once per 
topic for 
biology, 

chemistry 
and physics 

 

Twice a half 
term 

Once per 
topic 
Plus 

continual 
revision 

tasks 

Once a week Once a week 
Once a half 

term 

Once a 
half 

term 

Once a half 
term 

DESIGN 
TECH 

FOOD 
TECH 

TEXTILES IMedia 
COMPUTER 

SCIENCE 
ART MUSIC DRAMA 

MEDIA 
STUDIES 

PE 

Once a half-
term 

Once a half 
term 

Once a half 
term 

Once a half 
term 

Once a 
fortnight 

Once a 
fortnight 

Once a week 
to complete 
coursework 

Daily 
voice/instum
ent practice 

Once a week 
to complete 
coursework 

Once a 
fortnight 

Extra 
curricular 

clubs, daily 
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Setting Extended Learning  
 
Primarily a student can use the ClassCharts app to check and monitor upcoming 
deadlines and get intructions and materials. In addition, all students at Cliff Park 
Ormiston Academy are provided with a planner to note extended learning tasks in 
which they should use to monitor extended learning.  It is the responsibility of the 
student to use this information to plan for the successful completion of extended 
learning by the deadline.  
Clear instructions will be given by the teacher including: 

• Details of the task (on a separate assignment sheet if appropriate)  
• Date it is due in.  We do not generally set extended learning for the next lesson 

unless this allows a reasonable timescale for completion of the work. 
• Guide time (how long the student is expected to spend on it) 
• Success criteria 

 
 

Support for extended learning/ Homework Club 
 
In addition to the help offered by the teachers who set the extended learning, which can 
be accessed during class, break or lunch, students can receive extra support from staffed 
homework clubs in the Academy.  
Homework Club runs on the following days and in the following rooms to ensure social 
bubbles are maintained during the pandemic: 
 
Year 8 – Monday IT6 3-3:50pm 
Year 9- Tuesday IT5 3:10-3:50pm 
Year 10 – Wednesday IT1 3:10-3:50pm 
Year 7 – Thursday Library (LRC) 3-3:50pm 
 
 
Failure to complete extended learning  
 
Students must acknowledge that failure to complete extended learning tasks, or access 
the various opportunities of support if they find work difficult, will hamper the 
preparation and/or consolidation of their learning and damage their chances of 
academic achievement and success in light of the new curriculum. Ultimately, without 
these independent skills, students will find college and further education courses very 
difficult. Staff can reward extended learning completed to a high standard to offer 
incentive.  
 
Furthermore, staff will require students to return at break or lunch for a detention and 
support to complete or improve extended learning work. This is mandatory for students. 
The sanction system for failiure to complete extended learning works within the 
behaviour system. A classroom teacher will issue a C2 detention of 10 mins in the first 
instanace to have a restorative conversation or ask the student to complete work. 
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Failiure to attend leads to a C3 (20 min) detention to be set by a Head of department. 
Finally, failiure to attend the C3 detention leads to the setting of C4 community 
detention of 1 hour. 
 
Students who are regularly failing to complete set extended tasks are identied for 
additional support and will have a letter sent home to parents/carer or be asked to 
come into a meeting with their AP. They will be encouraged to attended the after-school 
detention or Homework club. 
 
Finally, it is important that parents/carers are kept informed if students fail to complete 
extended learning. This will be communicated via the Parent Class charts app, the 
academy report and Parent Evenings with classroom teachers.   
 
 

Roles and responsibilities 
 
 

a. It is the Role of the Strategic Leadership Team (SLT) to: 
 

• Support the development and implementation of extended learning across 
the academy through the link departments in their communities 

• Monitor setting, marking and effectiveness of extended learning in their line 
management meetings and departments  

• Monitor setting, marking and effectiveness of extended learning through 
parent voice and questionnaires 

 
b. It is the Role of the Head of Department/Faculty to ensure that: 

 
• Their department is active in discussions on the role of extended learning 

across the academy 
• Extended learning is a regular agenda item during department meetings to 

plan quality and consisitent provision and that extended learning meets the 
policy criteria. Heads of department or designated teachers agree extended 
learning tasks for the whole department and ensure it is included in  schemes 
of learning.  

• Teachers within their department are provided with and have access to 
suitable extended learning materials and tasks. 

• All non-completion of extended learning is recorded on Class charts and 
followed up through academy procedures. 

• Monitor members of the department to ensure extended learning is set in 
accordance to policy and detention for non-completion is taking place. 
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c. Role of Community/Community Lead and AP 
• To monitor ClassCharts data half termly and identify students who are 

persistently not completing extended learning across several curriculum 
areas.  

• To notify parents/carers of persistent non completion of extended 
learning, via letter in the first instance, and offer support e.g. Homework 
club/meeting with staff for help. 

• To arrange meetings with AP and parents/carer to discuss issues and 
support for students that do not respond to first intervention 

• To support departments within Community with AP detetions for 
students who do not attend department detentions. 
 
 

d. Role of Teaching Staff 
 
All teachers are asked to ensure that: 
 

• The extended learning is relevant and appropriate 
• All extended learning receives feedback e.g.  marked by the teacher, self or 

peer assessed or tested during a starter. All work should be returned within a 
reasonable time and normally one cycle of the timetable is the ideal. 

• No student is disadvantaged in the use of ICT at home. Paper copies of work 
should always be given where appropriate. 

• Extended learning is differentiated to match the differentiated learning 
opportunities in class e.g. stretching the most able 

• Students understand the nature and purpose of the extended learning set 
• Good extended learning is acknowledged and rewarded in the same way as 

good practice in lessons by entering credits on Class charts. 
• All non-completion of extended learning is recorded on Class charts and 

followed up with a detention to complete outstanding work.  
• They report to parents if extended learning is being completed by pupils via 

Class charts and the attitude to learning grade in the report cycle. 
• Encourage students to accept and access the academy support if necessary 
• Liaise with parents/carers 

 
 

e. Role of Form Tutor  
 
Mentors and tutors are asked to: 
 

• Encourage students to see extended learning as an extension of their learning 
and essential to their academic success and future well-being. 

• Run weekly form time check in of booklets to assess progress,record credis 
and support student needs  
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• Help students plan time effectively so that extended learning is completed on 
time and to a high standard 

• Alert pastoral team to the lack of recorded Extended Learning 
• Encourage students to accept and access the academy support if necessary 
• Call and/or liaise with parents/carers with concerns regarding extended 

learning. 
 
 

f. Role of Student 
 
Extended Learning is an integral part of learning and, as such, students are expected to:  
 

• Check ClassCharts and monitor the setting of extended learning and take 
responsibility for completion. 

• Set up a schedule for completion of extended learning and complete work 
quickly whilst ideas are fresh in the mind. 

• Complete the extended learning task to as high a standard as possible by the 
date given and contact the teacher in advance if you have issues completing 
the set work. 

• Be praised for a piece of outstanding extended learning in the same way as 
they would for a good piece of class work or coursework 

• Expect extended learning to challenge their learning skills and understanding 
• Know that their teachers will reward their extended learning completed to a 

high standard with credits 
• Keep parents/carers informed about the extended learning set, involving 

them whenever possible but not allowing them to do the work 
• Use out of hours academy facilities, especially if they need extra support with 

a piece of work or need ICT, Art or Design Technology Equipment 
• Expect their extended learning to receive feedback or be marked and 

returned within a reasonable time period. Any concerns should be discussed 
with AP 

• To attend detention for incomplete or poorly completed extended learning at 
the convienience of the teacher to ensure you are making good progress 

 
g. Role of Parents/Carers 

 
Learning is a partnership between home and academy. All parents/carers are 
encouraged to: 
 

• Show regular interest in their child’s work by checking ClassCharts to 
monitor set work and its completion and talking to their child about the work 
set and its relationship to what is being studied in class 

• Provide a quiet, private space for study at home. Students need space for 
reflective learning and concentration 
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• Encourage their child to use out of hours academy facilities and the Extended 
Learning support staff in the Library at the academy if this is not possible 

• Help their child plan time effectively so that all extended learning is 
completed and handed in for feedback or  marking by the given date 

• Work with their child by encouraging research, opportunities for learning and 
access to relevant and safe ICT sites 

• Read through books and files to understand the nature and quality of work 
and to acknowledge where and how their child has made progress 

• Let their child’s Community Lead know of any concerns about the Extended 
learning being set, through a note or call to the academy. 
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Appendix  
 
Homework roles and responsibilities 

Department Agree and set homework tasks with the frequency agreed in policy 
Clearly highlight in SOL homework tasks to be set 

Classroom 
teacher 

Set homework tasks in accordance to SOL on class charts 
Differentiate task for individuals or class if necessary 
Collect homework in and offer verbal, self, peer or written feedback on work. 
Sign off year 7 homework in year 7 homework booklets for Form tutors to 
collate 
Award credits for students who have completed good work on class charts 
Set and deliver C2 (10 min) detentions for students who haven’t completed 
homework-restorative conversation or catch up time 
Record students who haven’t completed homework on class charts 
Notify HOD of any students who fail to complete homework C2 detention 
Call parents to notify of any concerning patterns of homework 

Head of 
Department  

Check Homework is being set from SOL in department meetings 
Check homework is being recorded on class charts, feedback given and C2 
detentions set 
Set and deliver C3 (20 min) detentions for students who haven’t completed 
homework and failed to attend C2-restorative conversation or catch up time 
Notify appropriate  Community of any students who fail to complete 
homework C3 detention 
Call parents to notify of any concerning patterns of homework 

Community/AP Set and deliver AP detentions for failing to complete homework or attend C2 
or C3 detentions 
Use class charts to identify students who are regularly or persistently fail to 
complete homework to notify parents and encourage students to attend 
homework club/access support 

Form Tutor  Weekly check in to raise profile of homework 
Help students plan time to complete the compulsory tasks using student 
planner 
Offer support and advice on homework tasks 

Students Note down homeworks in diary to plan time effectively 
Check ClassCharts to make sure you have completed work in time for the 
deadline 
Use credits for rewards for completed homework 
Attend detentions for incomplete work 
Use homework club for support and facilities 
Communicate to parents/carers and involve parents/carers in homework  

 
 


