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7th July 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Firstly, I hope you and your family remain well. 

Secondly, as I am sure you are aware, the Government have now published their long-awaited 

guidance about how schools and academies will re-open in September 2020. This is expected to 

be on a full-time basis, and for all students. 

As a parent myself, I am acutely aware that this is a very unsettling time for us all, but rest assured 

that we are going to be doing everything we can to make sure that we are fully ready to receive all 

students again safely. In consultation with Ormiston Academies Trust, we are creating a detailed 

action plan that will share with you early next week.  

In addition to our online Transition Meeting on Monday 13th July 2020, we are also holding two 

general online Parent Forums on Tuesday 14th July and Thursday 16th July 2020 at 5.30pm. These 

are being held so that you can fully understand what the academy’s reopening will look like in 

practice, and to allow you to ask questions. Precautions we will be taking include: 

• Introducing “Year Group Bubbles”  

• Staggering break and lunch arrangements  

• Increasing cleaning and ensuring hand hygiene remains a priority 

• Keeping students and staff with Covid-19 symptoms at home 

 

Our Emergency Childcare Facility will remain open until the end of term (Friday July 17th 2020) for 

our vulnerable students and the children of critical workers (Key Workers). As more people return 

to work, we have taken many more students in recent weeks. We are also extending the “Face to 

Face” sessions for Year 10 students in the final week of term.  A personalised letter outlining the 

revised arrangements has already been sent. Information about our Year 10 Summer School will 

be sent to all Year 10 families early next week. We will continue to set Home Learning for our 

students until the end of term. 

As we are now having more young people into the academy over the coming two weeks, and in 

response to questions I have received from a number of parents, I wanted to update you on the 
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precautions we are taking, and the ways in which you can help to ensure that our community 

remains safe. 

Firstly, social distancing is being strictly observed. As such, if your son/daughter is currently 

attending the academy, please remind them that this also applies along the driveway, and on their 

journeys to and from school.  Likewise, whilst we have very strict procedures in place should 

there be a suspected Coronavirus case, if your son / daughter, or anyone in your household, is 

exhibiting any signs of Coronavirus they must not attend school.   

As you are aware, we have a staggered start and end to the academy day to ensure that our 

“Bubbles” are kept apart as much as is possible. Breaks are also strictly managed to ensure that 

there is no mingling and, within the academy, we keep our “Bubbles” apart.  It is vitally important 

that these precautions are always adhered to and, as such, we would be grateful if parents could 

help by ensuring that their children always arrive and depart on time.   

Hand hygiene remains a priority within the academy and we have an increased cleaning regime, 

particularly around high "touch points", such as teacher workstations, which are cleaned every 

hour.   

Our systems have worked extremely well so far and, as a result, I have become more and more 

confident that the academy is a safe place for both staff and students to be.   I would strongly 

urge, therefore, that all students, who are eligible to return to the academy, do so as soon as 

possible, especially those in Year 10, as the Government have confirmed that they will be sitting 

their GCSE examinations this time next year.  

I am really excited to be welcoming back all of our students in September and look forward to 

seeing you in our Parent Forums next week. In the interim, should you have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact me at the academy. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Ms T. Poulter 

Principal 
 


