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2nd April 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Firstly I would just like to say that I hope you and all your families are keeping well and staying safe during 

these very challenging times. 

 

With the schools shutting due to Government restrictions I have been redeployed within the Constabulary, 

however I just wanted to remind you all about the importance of staying safe whilst on line. Unfortunately 

at times like this, when undoubtedly there is an increase in internet usage whether that be for homework 

tasks, or simply staying in touch with friends via social media, we find that online child sexual exploitation 

and abuse will increase as more opportunities are made available to these individuals with our extensive 

use of the internet. 

 

The simple key messages that I talk about regularly whilst at school  are the need for your child to keep 

their accounts locked and private, ensuring that they only allow people they know to follow/friend them. 

These precautions are absolutely paramount at a time like this to ensure your child keeps safe. 

 

There are going to be lots of new platforms and forums being released over the coming months and it is 

vital you understand the risks that these can pose if not used in the correct and safe way  – the most recent 

example being the new house party app. 

There are many different supporting organisations for both students and parents/guardians that offer help 

and advice around ‘Keeping safe on the Internet’. Can I encourage you, please, to follow the Safer Schools 

Twitter page @SaferSchoolsNfk. This will be regularly updated with advice and guidance from organisations 

such as National Online Safety, Internet Matters, and CEOP. 

Can I also remind you all about the importance of following the recently published government guidance to 

help stop the spread of the coronavirus: 

Everyone must stay at home to help stop the spread of coronavirus. 

You should only leave the house for 1 of 4 reasons: 

 shopping for basic necessities, for example food and medicine, which must be as infrequent as 

possible 

 one form of exercise a day, for example a run, walk, or cycle – with members of your household 

only 

 any medical need, or to provide care or to help a vulnerable person 
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 travelling to and from work, but only where this absolutely cannot be done from home 

I will see you all again as soon as the school re-opens. In the meantime, please take care and stay safe. 

PC Lucy Boakes 

 


