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24th April 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope that you and your families continue to stay safe and well, and that you have had a good first week 

back after the Easter break. 

It is clearly not the start to the summer term any of us would have wished for and, as we have all had to 

adapt to very different and new ways of working, I wanted to begin by thanking you, your children and my 

staff.  You have all done an amazing job in what remains very challenging circumstances.  

As stated in my letter earlier this week, the online ‘Home Learning’ resources have now been updated by 

teachers. For those families with shared and/or no ICT facilities at home, we also have printed work packs. 

Should you wish to order a paper Work Pack, and/or have any other questions regarding Home Learning, 

then please contact us either by calling the academy during working hours or emailing: 

studentwork@cliffparkoa.co.uk 

As the lockdown has been extended, and may continue for quite some time, the Oak National Academy has 

now been launched. The academy offers 180 video lessons each week for young people to use, across a 

broad range of subjects. The lessons cover Reception to Year 10 and are free to use. This exciting new 

resource can be accessed via the academy website and/or here: 

https://www.thenational.academy/ 

Additionally, we have been considering ways in which we can better support and improve Home Learning. I 

will update you with more information in relation to this next week. However, in the interim, I would like to 

draw your attention to two competitions which will be running over the next few weeks: 

Brief 1:  If you are arty, concerned about conservation and like making other people smile, enter our student 

photography contest on the theme of “Joy in Small Places”. The challenge is to take an interesting and 

amazing photograph that finds joy in an unexpected place!  

Brief 2: If you are in the Lower School (Year 7 or Year 8), get creative and enter the academy’s “Hard Boiled 

History” competition on the theme of “historical significance”. The challenge is to produce a model, using a 

hard-boiled egg, of your favourite historical figure plus an analytical explanation of why you consider this 

person to be important. 
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Full details of both these competitions will be placed on the academy website from Tuesday 28th April 2020. 

It is hoped that these activities will add diversity and a bit of fun to your Home Learning timetable, as well 

as giving your son/daughter the chance to win an Amazon Voucher and an important opportunity to 

showcase their best work.  

Indeed, staff have loved seeing any learning that has been sent to them, so please encourage your 

son/daughter to continue to return work, especially anything that they are particularly proud of. Teachers 

will always respond as soon as they are able although, given the circumstances we currently find ourselves 

in, please understand that this may not always be straight away.  

This said, please also remember that the wellbeing of your children and family remains our top priority at 

this difficult time. Should it not be possible for your child to work every day, for whatever reason, then this 

is also fine. We continue to view this period as an opportunity to consolidate knowledge and skills already 

learned and have extensive recovery plans going in place that will ensure that all young people can catch 

up quickly on their return to the academy. 

In response to parental feedback, we have updated our COVID-19 “Help Hub” to make it more accessible. 

The web page will go live on Tuesday 28th April 2020 and will include links to all our Home Learning 

materials, copies of any parent letters and other helpful information, including the Safer Schools 

Partnership Newsletter (latest edition enclosed). We hope that you find this format more useful, but please 

do not hesitate to contact the academy should you have any further suggestions and/or queries. 

If you are a Key Worker, and use our Childcare Facility, you will see that Friday 8th May 2020 is a Bank 

Holiday. In response to the questions we have received in the last few days, we will of course open if there 

is a need. We just ask that this is done by prior arrangement if possible. In order that my staff can also 

spend time with their families, I will temporarily close on this day if we have no children and/or young 

people booked in. Should you require emergency childcare in this instance, please call Mrs J Spurgeon, PA 

to the Principal, on 07384 119354. Likewise, should you have further questions in relation to our Childcare 

Facility in general, then please email:  

childcare@cliffparkoa.co.uk  

Finally, whilst I am aware that there has been much speculation in the press, I am not able to say when the 

academy will be able to re-open again. However, I will, as always, continue to keep in regular contact over  
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the coming weeks, providing any updates as soon as I am able. In the interim, should you have any 

questions and/or you require any other support from the academy, please do not hesitate to contact 

myself or other members of the Senior Leadership Team. 

I hope that you have a lovely weekend. 

Your Faithfully  

 

Ms T. Poulter 

Principal 

 

 


