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23rd March 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

As you are aware, the academy closed until further notice on Friday 20th March 2020.  

The purpose of the academy closure is to aid social distancing to reduce the spread of the virus. For this 

reason it is important that we only re-open for young people who really need our care, and for those who 

are the children of parents who are frontline staff, such as those working in hospitals and the Police. Our 

staff are totally committed to helping and supporting in these cases. However, as Principal of the academy, 

I am acutely aware that this commitment goes above and beyond the call of duty and that it will put them 

at greater risk. For this reason, please can I ask that you help me to support all of our community by only 

using a childcare place at the academy if you have no other option. 

Numbers permitting, we will also care for the children of local Police Officers and essential staff at the 

James Paget Hospital, if they are unable to source appropriate childcare in an emergency situation, 

regardless of whether or not they are on our academy roll. 

If your child will be attending the academy, we will be open from 8.30am to 4.00pm every day. Please 

arrive via the front entrance where your son/daughter will be registered. Please remember that, in the 

interests of safeguarding, we will be unable to admit anyone who has not completed an application form 

(enclosed).  Please return these to the main Reception or email to childcare@cliffparkoa.co.uk. 

All young people who attend our childcare facility will not need to wear uniform and will be able to access a 

breakfast and lunch at no cost.  Please accept our apologies but we are unable to provide hot food during 

this period. For parents, who are currently in receipt of Free School Meals, further information regarding 

the Government Supermarket Voucher Scheme will follow shortly.   

The safest place for children to be at the moment is at home.  Please keep your/son daughter inside 

wherever possible. They need to avoid gatherings with friends and family, especially in public places and 

should not use public transport unless it is absolutely essential. The government suggest keeping in touch 

using remote technology such as phone, internet, and social media.  Guidance for parents on supporting 

your son/daughter to do this safely can be found here: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety 

The most important thing your son/daughter can do to protect themselves is to continue to wash their 

hands more often, for at least 20 seconds, with soap and water.  Public Health England also recommends 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety
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that in addition to hand washing before eating, and after coughing and sneezing, everyone should also 

wash hands after using toilets and travelling on public transport.  The latest guidance, including a video on 

hand washing can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public 

Finally, as promised, further details on exams and grades were announced on Friday by the Rt Hon Gavin 

Williamson CBE MP. This confirmed that Ofqual will develop and set out a process that will provide a 

calculated grade to each student which reflects their performance as fairly as possible, and will work with 

the exam boards to ensure this is consistently applied for all students.  A separate letter with further details 

will be sent today to all Year 11 parents and displayed on our website as soon as possible.   

As the current situation remains fluid, I will continue to stay in contact regularly throughout this period, 

letting parents know any information and/or updates as soon as I am made aware of them. 

Thank you again for your continued patience, understanding and support. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Ms T. Poulter 

Principal 
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