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18th March 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Partial Academy Closure – Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

I have sadly had to make the difficult decision to close the academy for Years 9 and 10. Years 
7, 8 and 11 should attend as normal.  

Whilst I recognise that this is in no way ideal, I have prioritised Year 11 students as, at the time 
of writing, they will be sitting their final GCSE examinations this Summer. Likewise, I am aware 
that a number of our parents are essential key workers (nurses, doctors etc.). In line with 
government guidance, I want to support the community by alleviating their childcare issues for 
as long as the academy is able. 

This arrangement is effective from 18th March 2020 and will remain in place until further 
notice is given. 

When the academy reopens fully, you will be informed by a text message, via the academy 
website and in an email. 

Your child’s learning is important to us, so during the closure the academy will continue to 
support pupils by providing online learning as set out in the information sheet supplied by Mr 
Sorrento, Vice Principal yesterday. A copy of this, along with additional resources, can be found 
here: http://www.cliffparkoa.co.uk/coronavirus-information/.  

Should your son/daughter not have access to ICT, ‘Paper Packs’ can be obtained by 
telephoning the academy or by emailing studentwork@cliffparkoa.co.uk.  

Whilst the academy currently remains open to Years 7, 8 and 11, during this difficult period, all 
other academy functions will be cancelled and/or postponed. This includes: 

 Academy trips and visits 

 After-academy and other extra-curricular clubs, unless they are in relation to Year 11 
GCSE preparation/Controlled Assessments 

 Events, lettings, LGB meetings and parent evenings 

During this period, I strongly advise you to follow the government guidance on social distancing: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-
vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-
people-and-vulnerable-adults 

In practice this means that students in Years 9 and 10 should remain at home to complete their 
schoolwork. They should avoid going out unless this is essential, especially if they may come 
into contact with vulnerable members of our community, particularly those who are aged over 
70. 
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I appreciate the closure will have an impact on you and your family, but I will keep in touch with 
any updates as the situation develops. If you want to get in touch to share any concerns and/or 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me using 
jspurgeon@cliffparkoa.co.uk.  

Thank you for your continued support, it is greatly appreciated. 

Yours Faithfully 

 

Ms T. Poulter 
Principal 
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