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17th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Coronavirus Update 
 
Further to my letter dated 16th March 2020, the government guidance on coronavirus risk 
management has changed: 
 

 Staff, young people and children should stay at home for 14 days if they are unwell with a 
new continuous cough and/or a high temperature (37.8◦C or higher). This is to avoid 
spreading infection to others. If one person in any household has a persistent cough and/or 
fever, everyone living there must stay at home for 14 days.   

 If staff, young people or children become unwell on the academy site with a new continuous 
cough and/or a high temperature they should be sent home. 

 
Self-isolation means people should stay at home and avoid all but essential contact with others for 
14 days from the point of the first family/household member displaying mild symptoms. Further 
information regarding self-isolation can be found at: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice 
 
If your family are self-isolating, please inform us via the dedicated Academy Absence Line (01493 
660885). Please note that it is fine to leave a message and that you do not need to speak to a 
member of the Academy Team in this instance.  
 
In the interests of safeguarding the academy community, we would like to thank all parents for their 
excellent support with this so far. We ask that you continue to be vigilant in following this important 
guidance.   
 
Whilst we will continue to do all we can to maintain standards of education and, where possible, 
keep the academy open to limit the impact of closure, safeguarding the welfare of our community 
remains our key priority at this difficult time. In light of this, and to reduce the risk of transmission 
further, we have decided to:  
 

 Postpone all Governor and parent events until at least after the Easter holidays.  This 

includes the Parent Teacher Evenings planned for 26th March 2020 and the 7th May 2020, 

which will be re-scheduled, if possible, during the Summer Term.  

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice
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 Review all planned trips, visits and events on a case by case basis.  At the time of writing, we 

have cancelled all forthcoming sports fixtures, visiting speakers and off-site Enrichment 

activities. This decision will be reconsidered after the Easter Break. All internal on-site 

student activities (e.g. Sports Clubs) will continue to take place but will be considered on a 

daily basis in-line with government guidance. 

 Cancel all lettings until further notice. Please contact Mr C Walsh at the academy if this 

affects you. 

The academy remains open and lessons are currently unaffected.  However, if the UK government 
decides to close schools, or, in the future, significant staff absence means the academy has to close 
for safeguarding reasons, we have plans in place to support the learning for all our young people. 
Further details regarding this are enclosed in a communication from Mr Sorrento, Vice Principal.  To 
deliver this we will use ICT and we would be grateful if you could check you have access to the 
resources, informing the academy straight away if you have any problems. Likewise, please let us 
know as soon as possible if you do not have ICT access in order that a “Paper Pack” can be provided. 
Please can I remind you that, in the event of a closure, no work would be issued on the first day 
whilst arrangements are finalised.  These resources can also be used for students who are currently 
self-isolating. 
 
Finally, for your information, the NHS are requesting that you do not need to call NHS 111 to go into 
self-isolation. If your symptoms worsen during home isolation contact NHS 111 online. If you have no 
internet access, you should call NHS 111. For a medical emergency dial 999. Please note that the 
NHS are advising that you avoid contacting NHS 111 or your GP Surgery unless you require 
emergency support. Do not attend your GP Surgery if you have symptoms and/or without a pre-
arranged appointment. The NHS is advising that they will contact those considered to be at 
particularly high risk of getting seriously ill with Coronavirus to give specific advice from Monday 23rd 
March 2020. 
 
As always, thank you for your continued support. 
 
Any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the academy. 
 
Yours faithfully  

 
Ms T Poulter    
Principal 

https://111.nhs.uk/

