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Monday 23rd March 2020  

Dear Parents/Carers, 

RE: Coronavirus Update 

As you will know from my latest correspondence earlier on today, we closed the academy to the majority of 

students on Friday (20th March 2020), with the exception of a very small number who are eligible to continue 

accessing provision as outlined by the Government. 

I’m writing to you this evening, however, to let you know that the academy will in fact be completely closed 

to all students and staff tomorrow (Tuesday 24th March 2020), in order for a deep clean of the academy to 

be initiated. 

This is a precautionary measure we are taking, after earlier being informed that a student, who has not been 

on the school site for almost two weeks, has tested positive for COVID-19. We are of course taking this 

extremely seriously and have acted immediately, liaising closely with Public Health England and the relevant 

authorities to undertake the necessary action.   

I want to assure you that the deep clean, and the temporary full school closure, are precautionary measures. 

The health and safety of everyone in our school community is our absolute priority and every decision we 

take is in the best interest of our students, staff and wider community. I have promised to keep you updated 

throughout this unprecedented situation, which is why I am informing you of the precautionary action we 

have decided to take today. 

For the students that had confirmed their intention to attend the academy tomorrow, we are arranging for 

them to access provision at nearby Ormiston Venture Academy, which will be open between 8.30 am and 

2.35 pm, until they can return to Cliff Park on Wednesday (25th March 2020), once the precautionary deep 

clean is complete. Unfortunately, we will not be able to cater for any students who have not yet confirmed 

their intention to attend tomorrow, given the circumstances. 

I also want to reiterate the latest Government guidance in relation to Coronavirus to ensure we are doing all 

we can as a community to minimise the spread of the virus: 

 The most common symptoms of Coronavirus are the recent onset of a new continuous cough and/or 

a high temperature (37.8+) 

 If you have symptoms, you need to stay at home for 7 days from when the symptoms appeared, 

regardless of whether you had been self-isolating prior to that  

 If you or someone in your household has symptoms, you will all need to stay at home for 14 days 

from the day their symptoms started. This is because it can take 14 days for symptoms to appear. 
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 Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital and you do not need to contact 111 to inform them 

that you are self-isolating 

 If yourself or a family member in your household feels you/they cannot cope with the symptoms at 

home, or your condition gets worse, or your symptoms do not get better after 7 days, then use the 

NHS 111 online Coronavirus Service. If you do not have internet access, call NHS 111 and if it is a 

medical emergency, call 999.  

As outlined in my earlier letter today, the safest place for children to be at the moment is at home, so 

please do keep your child inside wherever possible.  

Thank you once again for your continued support – we will continue to keep you updated with any 

developments. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Ms T. Poulter 

Principal 

 

 


