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Introduction:   
 

Cliff Park Ormiston Academy is a broadly average sized secondary Academy in Great Yarmouth, Norfolk. The majority of pupils are of 
White British heritage, although the number of pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds (including EAL) is rising. The proportion of 
pupils registered with special educational needs and/or disabilities and the proportion that are known to be eligible for free school 
meals is significantly above the national average. Prior attainment data on entry to the academy also remains significantly below the 
national average and the academy’s deprivation indicator is high. Given this context, the provision for pupils spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development, in association with the related areas of PSHE and IAG, are a high priority in order that pupils are 
adequately prepared for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.  
 
Where appropriate, these important areas are embedded in the schemes of work of all subjects and there are a range of other 
opportunities available to pupils which promote their spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development. All pupils have 
dedicated Form Time every day and discrete SMSC (SE) lessons are delivered to all pupils from Year 7 through to Year 9.  
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Focus Guidance What does it look like in our academy? 

1.  
 
To enable pupils to develop 
their self-knowledge, self-
esteem and self-confidence.  

 

• Pupils should learn to articulate their feelings 
and justify them in both informal and formal 
settings and be given responsibility and trust to 
develop their confidence.  
 

• Celebrating achievement  
 

• Encouraging pupils to have the confidence to 
undertake difficult tasks.  

 

• Encouraged pupils to question things which 
prevent them developing into confident adults 
particularly lack of aspiration and unfair 
discrimination.  

 

• Adults and older pupils in the academy to act as 
role models for younger pupils.  

 

• Year 7-11: Circle Time is a regular Form Time activity that 
encourages pupils to learn from reflection/Community of 
Enquiry.  

• Year 7-9 SE: “Community of Enquiry” is a regular feature of 
lessons (pupils lead debates independently).  

• Year 7-11: Form Time - “Community of Enquiry” is a regular 
feature of form time where pupils lead debates or organise 
activities independently for Community challenges.  

• Year 7‐11: The Academy operates a Restorative Approach 
to behaviour management that helps pupils to take 
responsibility for their actions as well as understand human 
feelings and emotions, the way they affect people and how 
an understanding of them can be helpful.  

• Year 7-11: The Academy Praise Policy including assemblies 
and celebration events such as, the Sports Presentation 
Dinner (parents attend) regularly reward moral insights, 
effort and good behaviour.  

• Year 7-11: The Academy has high expectations of pupils for 
example, all pupils have Aspirational Target Grades and 
Academic Appraisal that help to promote resilience.  

• Year 7-11: The Academy Teaching and Learning Policy 
advocates challenging, differentiated Lessons. It is expected 
that all lessons will value pupils’ questions and will give them 
space for their own thoughts, ideas and concerns. It is 
expected that pupils will be pushed to consider “why”, “how” 
and “where” as well as “what”.  

• Year 7-11: All pupils have access to a range of opportunities 
where they can lead and take responsibility for example, 
Pupil Leaders and Student Voice activities. There are also 
Pupil Peer Mentors, Pupil Readers, Pupil Transition Links, 
Children’s Coach Leaders, Busy Bee Reading Buddies and 
D of E etc. Also see current programme of Extended 
Academy Activities and Year 7 and 8 timetabled enrichment 
programme).  

• Year 7‐11: All staff act as role models for pupils by modelling 
the principles we wish to promote e.g. fairness, respect and 
keeping promises etc. (as set out in the Teachers 
Standards). However, the academy also operates UEA 
(Year 9) and internal Mentoring Programmes for targeted 



 

 

pupils. Year 10 students benefit from a day with Human 
Utopia – personal and social barriers to learning.  

• Year 11- Exam stress workshops 

2.  
 
To enable pupils to 
distinguish right from wrong 
and to respect the civil and 
criminal law  

• Encouraging pupils (and parents) to  
understand that while different people may 
legitimately hold different views as to what is 
‘right’ and ‘wrong’, all people living in England 
are subject to the laws of the land (Civil and 
Criminal).  
 

• Investigating the relationship between state 
and religious law and the reasons for any 
differences.  
 

• Enabling pupils to develop their own moral 
sense, and to understand the impact of their 
actions on other people (develop opinions 
about a view).  

• Year 7-11: The Academy’s revised Behaviour Policy 
provides a clear moral code as a basis for behaviour and is 
promoted consistently through all aspects of academy life 
including assemblies and displays etc.  

• Year 7-11: Assemblies provide models of moral virtue. E.g. 
Safer school officer delivers key points to civil or criminal law 
relevant in the community. 

• Year 7 SE: Pupils consider rites of passage, liberty and 
freedom (including human rights and animal rights). They 
study UK laws and the role and importance of parliamentary 
democracy in the UK. They study the UK legal system and 
how it works.  

• Year 8 SE (Ethics and Values): Pupils study “knowing right 
from Wrong”. They consider “fair play”, the concept of 
“justice” and the importance of “forgiveness”.  
 

• Year 8 County Lines play: key social issues of community. 
Police deliver key social messages for young people e.g. 
trafficking. 

• Year 9 SE Option and non-option: Pupils revisit the “need 
for law and justice” and study theories of punishment from 
the adult perspective of crime. They learn non-‐religious 
arguments about Capital Punishment, as well as different 
attitudes to Capital Punishment amongst Christians and 
Muslims. The pupils study the social and health impact of 
alcohol and drugs and its connection to crime/gang warfare.  

• Year 10 Form Time: Pupils learn about human rights and 
social justice in the UK. Prejudice and discrimination and 
LGBTQ rights. 

• Year 8-11: Issues and law concerning Child sexual 
exploitation are taught and discussed in form time activities. 

• Year 11: Science department teaches the ethics of sex 
determination. 

• Also see Number 1 – Teaching and Learning.  



 

 

3.  
 
To  encourage  pupils  to  
accept  responsibility  for  
their  behaviour,  show  
initiative  and  understand  
how  they  can   
contribute  positively  to  the  
lives  of  those  living  and  
working  in  the  locality  in  
which  the  academy  is  
situated  and  to  society  
more  widely.   

• Ensuring  that  pupil  interaction  with the  
world  outside the  academy  has  that  wider  
focus  -‐  local,  national  and  global  society.   
 

• Providing  group  activities  that  teach  
cooperation  and  initiative,  giving  pupils  
responsibility  within  academy,  and  enabling  
pupils  to  serve  other  people  in  the  wider  
community.   

• Year  7-11: All  CPOA  pupils  attend  a community 
Christmas  Carol  Service  at  the  local  church. 

• Year  7-11: Pupils  are  regularly  involved  in  local  charity  
events  such  as  the  Christmas  Dinner  for  local  OAPs.  
Members of Year 11 complete Citizenship Programmes e.g.  
D of E etc.   

• Year  7‐11: Humanities  lessons  especially  in  Geography  
and  SE  regularly  require  pupils  to  consider  the  wider  
world  both  in  terms  of  relating  to  others  and  
international  awareness.  For  example,  Key  Stage  3  
students  study  Kenya,  Brazil  and  the  Philippines.  They 
compare with their lives and study their culture.  Also  at  
Key  Stage  3  they  consider  moral  dilemmas  such  as,  
Conflict  Diamonds  and  the  Global  Fashion  Industry  etc.  
Year  10  students  study  Water  Aid  Projects  and  Year  
11  students  study  Globalisation.  In  Year  10  SE option 
course  they  also  study  attitudes  to  wealth  and  poverty,  
with  a  particular  focus  on  the  Global  Community  and  
shared  responsibility.  

• Year 7-11: Pupils have the opportunity to participate in a 
number of sporting fixtures and other experiences such as 
team activities, residential and day trips and school 
productions.  

• Year 7-11: Police assemblies on Halloween/Fireworks and 
999 calls. 

• Year 7-11: Assemblies and form activities on Random acts 
of kindness. 

• Year 7 and 8 complete an enrichment activity for an hour 
once a fortnight as part of adopting the OAT enrichment 
charter. 

• Year 7-11: Mancroft Advice Project (MAP) support offered in 
dining hall once a week on Thursday for all pupils and 
working in catchment communities also. Dealing with and 
talking about key local issues such as gang culture with 
students.  

• Also see Number 1 and 2 (above) plus Enterprise (below).  
 



 

 

4.  
 
To  ensure  principles  are  pr
omoted  which  provide  pupi
ls  with  a  broad  general 
knowledge  of  public  institu
tions  and  services  in  Engl
and.   

• Ensure that children grow up knowing how 
public institutions (e.g.  Parliament, the police 
force, the Post Office) and services (e.g.  
Healthcare, welfare services and education) 
operate.  Understand  how  public  services  
have  evolved  and  how  they relate  to  the  
daily  lives  of  pupils  and  their  families.     
 

• Work-‐shadowing or work experience in 
relevant organisations.   

• Year  7-11: Students  take  part  in  Mock  Elections  as  part  
of  the  Academy’s  Extended  offering.   

• Year  7  SE  (Democracy): Pupils  study  the  evolution  and  
importance  of  public  institutions  in  the  UK  and  abroad,  
including  different  models  of  government.  A role play of an 
election takes place.  

• Year  8  SE:  Students  consider  the  issues  surrounding  the  
delivery  of  public  services  including  infertility  treatment  
and  transplants (equality).   

• Year  9  History: Students  consider  the  importance  of  
Democracy  through  a  study  on  Nazi  Germany.   

• Year  10  History: Pupils  study  the  evolution  of  The  
Welfare  State,  its  impact  on  daily  life  and  the  associated  
issues.   

• Year 11 Students follow Finance course that examines public 
sector finances including Bank of England, looking at inflation 
and interest rates. 

• Also see Self-‐Development/Exploration and Enterprise 
(below).   

5.  
 
To  assist  pupils  to  acquire  
an  appreciation  of  and  
respect  for  their  own  and  
other  cultures  in  a  way  
that  promotes  tolerance  
and  harmony  between  
different  cultural  traditions   

• Enabling  pupils  to  gain  knowledge  and  
respect  for  their  own  culture  –  current  &  
historic.   
 

• Encourage  pupils  to  regard  all  faiths,  races  
and  cultures  with  respect.  

  

• Links with other organisations.   

• Year  7‐11: Assemblies  regularly  promote  equality  and  
tolerance  such  as,  Anti-‐bullying  Week/Prevent  Strategy  
etc.     

• Year  7-11:  All  students  have  the  opportunity  (through  
the  standard  curriculum  and  extracurricular/extended  
offerings)  to  participate  in  literature,  drama,  music,  art  
and  other  cultural  activities.  Students are encouraged to 
reflect on these.   

• Year  7-11: The  Academy  More  Able/Talented  Policy  
recognises  and  nurtures  particular  gifts  and  talents.   

• Year 7‐9  SE: Pupils  study  the  beliefs  and  practices  of  
the  6  major  religions.  In SE option  Year  9,  10  and  11  
pupils  complete  depth  studies  on  two  religions  –  
Christianity  and  Islam.   

• Year 7 SE: Students evaluate how people express their 
faith.    

• Year  9  History: Students  consider  “tolerance”  through  a  
study  of  the  Holocaust.   

• Year 9-11: Science study Genetic engineering and related 
ethics e.g. inherited diseases and transplants. 

• Year 10 Form time activities:  Students study Social 
Justice including Prejudice, Discrimination and  Stereotypes.   



 

 

• Year 7-8 Form time activities: United Nations and 
democracy activities. 

• Year 10 SE Option Students  study  “Peace and Conflict”  
(United  Nations),  Religious  Organisations  for  peace,  why  
wars  occur,  if  there  can  be  a  “just  war”  as  well  as  
Christian  and  Muslim  attitudes  to  war.  They  then  study  
Christian  and  Muslim  attitudes  to  bullying,  religious  
conflicts  within  families,  Gang  crime  and  Christian  and  
Muslim  attitudes  to  forgiveness  and  reconciliation.   

• Also see 1, 2 and 3 (above).   

6.  
 
To  encourage  pupils  to  
respect  the  fundamental  
British  values  of  
democracy,  the  rule  of  law,  
individual  liberty  and  
mutual  respect,  and  
tolerance of  those with 
different  faiths  and  beliefs   

• Consider  strengths,  advantages  and   
disadvantages  of  democracy,  and  how 
democracy  works  in  Britain,  in  contrast  to  
other  forms  of  government  in  other  
countries.  Fostering  an  understanding  as  to  
how  citizens  can  influence  decision-‐ 
making  through  the  democratic  process.    
Generate  an  understanding  that  participation  
in  elections  by  those  opposed  to  
democracy  should  be  allowed  by  law,  but  
the  success  of  such  candidates  is  
undesirable  for  the  well-‐being  of  society  if  
it  would  lead  to  the  end  of  democracy.   

• Ensuring  that  all  pupils  within  the  academy  
have  a  voice  that  is  listened  to,  for  
example  by  having  democratic  processes 
such  as  an  academy  council  whose  
members  are  voted  for  by  the  pupils.   

• Facilitating  contacts  with  those  in  political  
or  local  office  and  organising  mock  
elections  whereby  pupils  can  learn  how  to  
argue  and  defend  points  of  view.   

• Fostering  an  understanding  of  a  range  of   
faiths,  and  beliefs  such  as  atheism  and   
humanism.   

• An  appreciation  that  living  under  the  rule  
of  law  protects  individual  citizens  and  is  
essential  for  their  well-‐being  and  safety.   

• An  understanding  that  bodies  such  as  the   

• Form Time Activities Year 79 e.g.  Democracy, 
Britishness etc./Community of Enquiry.   

• Ethos  of  SE  lessons  Year  7‐11: Openness  to  ideas,  
personal  and  social  responsibility  and  awareness  of  
social/community  issues  etc.   

• Year  7-11  SE:  Tolerance   

• Year  7  Expressions  of  Faith  and  Rites  of  Passage  
(diversity).   

• Year 8 addresses Islamophobia through Muslim practices.  
They study religious ethics, including the concept of 
forgiveness.   

• Year 9 Option and non-option Homosexuality/sexuality and 
BLAH service.  

• Year 10 Form activities Transgender, racism and other 
forms of discrimination.   

 



 

 

police  and  the  army  can  be  held  to  
account  to  the  people,  through  the  
democratic  organs  of  government.   

• Some  understanding  of  the  problems  of  
identifying  and  combatting  discrimination  
(based  on  protected  characteristics  as  listed  
in  the  Equality  Act  2010).   

7. 
 
Drug  Education   

 • Year 7: Science department teach impact of drug use.   

• Year 8:  Year 8 Drugs Awareness Play by County 
Lines/Norfolk Police.  

• Year 9: Option and Non-option SE investigate  social  and  
health  issues  related  to  drug  and  alcohol  use.   Pupils 
study laws relating to drug use and alcohol.   

• PE GCSE  &  BTEC and Form time activities 7-11: Pupils  
revisit  different  types  of  drugs  including  depressants,  
pain  killers  and  performance  enhancing  drugs.   

• Year  9  SE: Individual  Support  –  Matthew  Project,  
Academy  Nurse  Drop-In  and  PC.   

8. 
 
E‐Safety   

 • Year  7‐11: The  Academy  has  a  clear  E-‐Safety  Policy  
which  forms  part  of  the  Home-‐School  Agreement.  
Revised  policy  places  great  importance  on  personal  
responsibility  especially  at  Key  Stage  4.   

• Year 7‐11: All pupils benefit from an E-‐Safety assembly 
programme and Academy website information.   

• Year 7-11: Assembly and form activities on Sexting. 

• Year  7-11: All  pupils  complete  units  of  work  on  this  
topic  in  ICT  lessons.  Year  7  Digital  Literacy,  Year  8  
Digital  Life,  Year  9  Think  Click,  building  websites,  Year 
10 Website  creation.   

• Year  7-11  SE: All  pupils  complete  starter  activities  that  
re-‐enforce  key  messages  –  Child  Sexual  Exploitation,  
Grooming,  Sexting  and  online  gaming  risks.   

9. 
 
Financial  Education   

 • Year 7-11: All  pupils  complete  units  of  work  as  part  of  
their  Form  Time  activities in Numeracy  that  demonstrate  
that  they will  be  able  to:   

1. manage  their  money   
2. understand  financial  risk  and  reward   
3. explain  financial  terms  and  products   
4. identify  how  finance  will  play  an  important  part  

in  their  lives  and  in  achieving  their  aspirations   



 

 

• Year 11: All pupils taught BTEC Level 2 Finance 
Qualification (1 hour a fortnight) and entered for exam if 
appropriate. 

• Year  7-11: The  Academy  Praise  Policy  (Credits  and  
Debits)  encourages  financial  competency.   

• Also see Enterprise (below).   

10. 
 
Sex  and  Relationship   
education  (SRE)     

 • Year 7-11 Assembly:  Highlights Whistle-‐blowing policy.  
Annual safeguarding/conduct training ensures highest 
standard of professional conduct.   

• Year  7  Science: Pupils  study  Pregnancy and birth  and  
Physiology  including  reproduction  and  puberty.   

• Year  7  SE  (Rites  of  Passage): Discussions  about  
puberty  and  feelings  etc.  Religious ceremonies.   

• Year  9  SE Option and Non option  (Relationships  and  
Family):  Pupils  study  STIs  and  HIV/Aids.  They  consider  
different  types  of  contraception  as  well  as  Christian  and  
Muslim  attitudes  to  this.  They  then  study  the  arguments  
for  “Nature/Nurture  and  Sexuality  including  Christian  and  
Muslim  Attitudes  to  Homosexuality.  They  evaluate  the  
pressures  of  raising  a  Child  and  consider  the  
consequences  of  teenage  pregnancies  etc.  as  well  as  
practicing  safe  sex  and  considering  the  “right  time”  
including  “saying  no”!  There  is  consideration  given  to  
infertility  treatments  and  abuse  such  as  FGM  etc.   

• Year 8-11: Sexual health Day 

• Year 11: Science teach Gonorrhea and HIV in lessons. 

• Year 7-11 Science: Pupils learn about aspects of SRE 
biology and issues. 

• Year 7: Healthy anatomy and lifestyle/Puberty 

• Year 8: Contraception  

• Year 11 Sexual health day: Pupils study Abortion including 
non- religious arguments for and against Abortion and 
Abortion Law.  

• Year 7-11: All pupils can access individual support, as 
required including the Academy Nurse Drop-‐In, Empower 

Me Group and Boys Groups, Sexual Health Drop ‐ in in The 
View (room 46) and the Free “C” Card System.  

• Year 9-11: Sexual health Day  

• Also see 1 and 2 (above). 



 

 

 
11. 
 
The importance of 
physical activity and diet 
for a healthy lifestyle.   

 • Year  7  Science: Pupils  study  the  importance  of  a  
healthy  diet  etc.   

• Year  9-10  Food:  Pupils  investigate  how  diet  can  impact  
on  short-term  and  long‐term  illness.  Pupils  prepare  and  
cook  a  range  of  healthy  dishes/dishes  to  support  
specialist  dietary  requirements.  As  part  of  the  topic  
“International  Cuisine,  they  consider  healthy  choices  and  
complete  a  full  nutritional  analysis  of  their  work.   

• Year  10  Science: Pupils  re-visit  lessons  on  the  
importance  of  a  healthy  diet.   

• Year  10-11  PE: Pupils  study  diet  and  a  healthy  lifestyle  
including  the  mental,  physical  and  social  benefits  of  
exercise.   

• Year7-11: Students may make appointment with the school 
nurse by request at any time. 

• Year 7-11: Mental health Action Plan in form time. 

12. 
 
Self‐development and 
Exploration   
 

• Pupils  develop  and  maintain  their  self-
esteem  and  envisage  a  positive  future  for 
themselves  in  work.   

• Pupils  identify  major  life  roles  and  ways  of  
managing  the  relationships  between  them.  
•Pupils  assess  their  needs,  interests,  
values,  skills,  abilities  and  attitudes  in  
relation  to  options  in  learning,  work  and  
enterprise   

• Pupils review their experiences and 
achievements. 

• Pupils use a variety of information sources to 
explore options and choices in career and 
financial contexts  

• Pupils recognise bias and inaccuracies in 
information about learning pathways, work and 
enterprise  

• Pupils investigate the main trends in 
employment and relate these to their career 
plans. 

• Year 8: Work Shadowing.   

• Year 8: Options Evening including Careers Fair (parents 
attend).   

• Year  9, 10  and 11: Academy  has  a  strong  partnership  
with  Great  Yarmouth  College  and  other  local  
organisations  which  facilitate  vocational  learning  options  
for  all  pupils  at  Level  1  and  Level  2  throughout  Key  
Stage  4.   

• Year 10: Work Experience Preparation and Human Utopia 
Day.   

• Year 10: Work Experience.   

• Year  10/11: Extended  Work  Experience  placements  and  
vocational  college  placements  for  our  most  vulnerable  
learners.   

• Year  11: Pathways  Evening  (parents  attend)   

• Year  10/11: Dedicated  Curriculum/IAG  specialist  who  
supports  pupils  with  IAG  issues.   

• Also  see  1  (above)   



 

 

13. 

 

Enterprise   

• Pupils  identify  the  main  qualities  and  skills  
needed  to  enter  and  thrive  in  the  working  
world.   

• Pupils assess, undertake and manage risk.   

• Pupils  take  action  to  improve  their  chances  
in  their  career   

• Pupils manage change and transition.   

• Pupils  use  approaches  to  working  with  
others,  problem-‐solving  and  action  
planning.   

• Pupils understand and apply skills and 
qualities for enterprise.     

• Pupils demonstrate and apply understanding of 
economic ideas. 

• Year 7‐11: Pupil-‐led charity activities including Random 
Acts of Kindness Week. /Community challenges   

• Year 7-9:  The “Tenner” Challenge.   

• Year  8-11: Duke  of  Edinburgh  Award  

• Year 11 Finance and Business Finance in BTEC 
qualification   

• Also see 1 and 3 (above).   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Cautionary Notes   

SMSC Standard 5(1) (b) – Cliff Park Ormiston Academy precludes the promotion of partisan political views in the teaching of any 
subject in the academy. The aim is not to prevent pupils from being exposed to political views or from discussing political issues in the 
academy. Pupils should not, however, be actively encouraged by teachers or others to support particular political viewpoints.   
 
SMSC Standard 5(1) (c) – Cliff Park Ormiston Academy takes such steps  as are reasonably practicable  to ensure that where  
political issues are brought to the attention of pupils they are offered a balanced presentation of opposing views.   
 
SMSC etc. should be clearly visible throughout the Academy. Parental Engagement in this should be encouraged wherever 
possible.   


