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Measurable  

Ho will you measure your progress? How many 
pages, paragraphs, topics or for how many 
hours do you aim to revise? 
 
Will you set yourself past papers? 
 
 

 
 

Specific and Stretching   
 
 

 
 

Study Skills Questionnaire 

 

Be SMART when revising for an examination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Achievable 

Can you do what you plan in the time you have 
available?  
 
Time how long it takes to read a chapter or write 
a page without interruptions. This will give you a 
good idea of what you can achieve. 
 
Break your revision into bite-size chunks and go 
for the little and often approach. Small goals are 
far more achievable than large ones  
and every little bit that you do will soon  
add up! 
 
Have regular breaks. 

Time scale 
Prioritise revision for the subjects  
coming up. Know when your exams  
are and what you need to know for each one. 

Realistic  

Be realistic about how much you can revise. On 
your revision plan, put in when your favourite TV 
shows are - don’t kid yourself! Think about food 
and rest time as well. 

Active Revision Ideas 

 
Don’t just re-read your texts and notes – it will 
do little to help you learn the material. Here 
are some strategies to help improve your 
ability to store and recall knowledge: 
 
Test yourself by thinking of a concept and writing 
down all you know about it. Check your answer 
and identify areas that you either missed or don’t 
know very well. 
 
Reorganise your notes: Look back over all 
your notes for common themes/ideas etc. 
Link these together to develop your 
understanding of that topic. 
 
Use visual aids: you could draw maps, diagrams, 
flow charts and pictures to see and create links. 
These are generally easier to remember than 
‘slabs of text’. Use highlighter pens. 
 
Past exam papers: Look at past papers and 
practise answering them. Looking at these 
will help you to prepare for and predict the 
sort of questions that might be asked.  
 
Create mock questions and bullet point your 
answers. Do not try to memorise whole answers 
– you’ll miss something out! 
 
Revise your class notes: It sounds obvious 
but you have been writing notes in class for a 
reason! Look for strengths and weaknesses 
in your understanding. If there’s something 
you’re not sure about, find it out. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

DO YOUR BEST: No-one can ask more of you than that! Once you’ve finished 
an exam, don’t worry about it – there’s nothing you can do. Turn your attention to 
the next one. Good preparation will give you the belief that you can succeed!  
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This questionnaire will help you look at some of your study skills. Use the scale below to indicate 
how often each statement applies to you. Be as honest as you can in responding since that will 
provide you with the most useful information.  
 
At the end of each section, total the column. Pay attention to your highest and lowest scores as they 
will indicate stronger and weaker areas. This questionnaire should be used only to give you a 
general idea of how you view your abilities.  
 
 

 

 

TIME MANAGEMENT  

_____ 1. I arrive at classes on time.  

_____ 2. I carefully complete classwork and homework on time.  

_____ 3. I set aside specific time for my homework and revision.  

_____ 4. I prepare a “to do” list daily.  

_____ 5. I don’t let my leisure time get in the way of homework and revision. 

_____ 6. I use prime time (when I am most awake) for study.  

_____ 7. At the beginning of the term, I keep a homework schedule. 

_____ 8. I begin coursework with lots of time to spare.  

_____ TOTAL  

 

CONCENTRATION/MEMORY  

_____ 1. I have a specific place where I like to revise and do homework.  

_____ 2. I study in a place free from distractions.  

_____ 3. I find that I am able to concentrate for at least 20 minutes.  

_____ 4. I am happy with my levels of concentration in class.  

_____ 5. I make sure that I understand a task before trying to complete it. 

_____ 6. I try to remember what I have learned in a lesson.  

_____ 7. I practice the materials I am learning by repeating out loud.  

_____ 8. I can remember things that I have studied easily.  

_____ TOTAL  
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NOTETAKING 

_____ 1. While I am taking notes I think about how I will use them later.  

_____ 2. I understand the classroom discussion while I am taking notes.  

_____ 3. I organize my notes so that they make sense to me.  

_____ 4. I review and edit my notes. 

_____ 5. I will do further research on things I have studied in class  

_____ 6. I write notes in the book while I read.  

_____ 7. I understand the notes that I make.  

_____ 8. When reading, I highlight or underline parts I think are important. 

_____ TOTAL  

 

COPING UNDER PRESSURE 

_____ 1. I try to find out what the exam will cover and how the exam is to be graded.  

_____ 2. I feel confident that I am prepared for the exam.  

_____ 3. I try to imagine possible test questions during my preparation for an exam.  

_____ 4. I take time to understand the exam questions before starting to answer.  

_____ 5. I follow directions carefully when taking an exam.  

_____ 6. I usually get a good night’s rest before an exam.  

_____ 7. I am calmly able to remember what I have learnt when sitting an exam.  

_____ 8. I know how each of my exams differ in length and format.  

 

____ TOTAL  

UNDERSTANDING INFORMATION  

_____ 1. When reading, I can pick out important points.  

_____ 2. I break coursework into manageable parts.  

_____ 3. When learning something, I summarize it in my own words. 

_____ 4. I relate skills learned in one subject to skills in other subjects.  

_____ 5. I focus on the main point while reading.  

_____ 6. I look up parts I don’t understand.  

_____ 7. I read questions two or more times before trying to answer them.  

_____ 8. I am satisfied with my reading ability. 

_____ TOTAL  
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MOTIVATION/ATTITUDE  

_____ 1. I sit near the front of the class if possible.  

_____ 2. I am wide awake in classes.  

_____ 3. I ask the teacher questions when I am unsure.  

_____ 4. I put my hand up in class and try to answer questions asked. 

_____ 5. I join in with meaningful class discussions.  

_____ 6. I attend class regularly.  

_____ 7. I like to be the organiser when working as a group.  

_____ 8. I try different revision techniques when learning difficult subjects. 

_____ TOTAL  

 

WRITING  

_____ 1. I can give a clear point of view when writing. 

_____ 2. I write rough essay drafts quickly from notes.  

_____ 3. I put aside coursework for a day or so, then rewrite it.  

_____ 4. I review my writing for grammatical errors and spellings.  

_____ 5. I let others read my work and take onboard their advice. 

_____ 6. I am comfortable using library resources for research.  

_____ 7. I am able to focus on the question when writing an essay. 

_____ 8. I give myself enough time to complete written coursework. 

_____ TOTAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

My strongest area is: 

My weakest area is: 
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AQA English Language (8700) 
 
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
 
Section A: Reading one literature fiction text 
Section B: Writing descriptive or narrative writing 
 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
80 marks, 50% of GCSE 
 
Questions 
 
Reading (40 marks) (25%) – one single text 
1 short form question (1 x 4 marks) 
2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks) 
1 extended question (1 x 20 marks) 
 
Writing (40 marks) (25%) 
1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for 
technical accuracy) 
 
Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives 
 
Section A: Reading one non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text 
Section B: Writing to present a viewpoint 
 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
80 marks, 50% of GCSE 
 
Questions 
 
Reading (40 marks) (25%) – two linked texts 
1 short form question (1 x 4 marks) 
2 longer form questions (1 x 8, 1 x 12 marks) 
1 extended question (1 x 16 marks) 
 
Writing (40 marks) (25%) 
1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for 
technical accuracy) 
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Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language 
 
Presenting 
Responding to questions and feedback 
Use of Standard English 
 
 
AQA English Language Subject content 
 
Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading stimulus and engage 
with creative as well as real and relevant contexts. They will have 
opportunities to develop higher-order reading and critical thinking skills 
that encourage genuine enquiry into different topics and themes. 
 
For GCSE English Language, students should: 
 
 read fluently, and with good understanding, a wide range of texts 

from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries, including literature and 
literary non-fiction as well as other writing such as reviews and 
journalism 
 

 read and evaluate texts critically and make comparisons between 
texts 

 
 summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts 

 
 use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve 

their own writing 
 
 write effectively and coherently using Standard English 

appropriately 
 
 use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately 

 
 acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and 

understanding of grammatical terminology, and linguistic 
conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

 
 listen to and understand spoken language and use spoken 

Standard English effectively.  
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English Paper 1, Question 1 Example 
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English Paper 1, Question 2 Example 
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AQA English Literature (8702) 
  
Paper 1: Macbeth and Frankenstein  
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
64 marks, 40% of GCSE 
 
Questions 
 
Section A Shakespeare:  
 
Students will answer one question on Macbeth. They will be required to 
write in detail about an extract from the play and then to write about the 
play as a whole.  
 
Section B The 19th-century novel: 
 
Students will answer one question on Frankenstein, they will be required 
to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to write about 
the novel as a whole. 
 
 
Paper 2: An Inspector Calls, Power and Conflict Poetry (16 poems) 
and UNSEEN poetry 
Written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes 
96 marks, 60% of GCSE 
 
Questions 
 
Section A- Modern texts: Students will answer one essay question 
from a choice of two on their studied modern prose or drama text.  
 
Section B - Poetry: Students will answer one comparative question on 
one named poem printed on the paper and one other poem from the 
Power and Conflict Cluster of the anthology.   
 
Section C - Unseen poetry: Students will answer one question on one 
unseen poem and one question comparing this poem with a second 
unseen poem. 
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Suggested revision Guides 
 
GCSE English Literature for AQA:  Macbeth Student Book or York Notes  
GCSE English AQA Unseen Poetry:  Study & Exam Practice Book 
New GCSE English Literature AQA Poetry Guide: Power & Conflict 
Anthology: York Notes for GCSE 2015 
Macbeth: York Notes for GCSE (9-1) 2015 
GCSEPod 
 
Reading is a fundamental requirement of a successful student; students 
will be expected to have read many times the books they are studying.   
  
 

How can you support your child with English 
Literature and Language revision? 
 
GCSE Language: 
 
1. Ensure your child is frequently reading non-fiction articles. 
 
2. Discuss some of the articles with them; pick out the key pieces of 

information, ask your children to explain some of the language 
choices, get them to practise their summarising skills with a 
newspaper through highlighting the main facts and summarise the 
main points concisely. 

 
3. Pick up any spelling errors you see them make when they are 

writing – make them type e-mails and texts to you in Standard 
English. 

 
4. Get familiar with some language techniques such as similes, 

metaphors and onomatopoeia. Get your child to write cue cards, 
one for each technique, and write a clear definition with examples. 
When it comes to the exam they will have the correct vocabulary to 
analyse the writer’s work, as revision you can test them using the 
cue cards. 

 
5. With the same articles, ask your child to attempt to write a 

response in different styles such as a speech, journal entry, letter 
or magazine article.  Give them a voice or audience to change it to.  
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How can you support your child with English 
Literature revision? 
 
You child needs to know: 
 Characters 
 Themes 
 Plot 
 Key quotes 
 Social and Historical context 

 
1. One way to study the literature texts with your child is to read the 

texts with them.  If you have children in year 9 or 10 they can also 
read them with you as they are studying the same texts. 

 
2. Mind mapping – Ask your child to produce mind maps of the 

characters, or the themes etc. 
 
3. Quiz your child on the characters.  Get them to tell you details of 

them, and then find quotes in their books to support this.  This can be 
replicated with themes, plot etc. 

 
4. Poetry – Read poems with your child and get them to explain the 

meaning, identify any interesting details, and then get them to identify 
literary techniques.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT: 

 

All exams are closed text exams.  This means no copies of the 

novels, play or poems are allowed in the exam hall.  Each student 

MUST know their texts and be able to quote from them. 
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Edexcel Mathematics (1MA1) 
 

GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation tier (Grades 1-5) and a Higher tier 
(Grades 4-9). Grades 4 & 5 overlap between the Foundation and Higher 
tiers, so common questions targeted at these grades will appear in the 
respective papers for each tier. Examinations for both qualifications have 
the same structure: 
 
Paper 1: Non-Calculator 
Paper 2: Calculator  
Paper 3: Calculator 
 
Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes and worth 80 marks (33.3% of the final 
mark) 
 
Each paper contains a mix of question styles, from short, single-mark 
questions to multi-step problems. The mathematical demand increases as 
a student progresses through the paper. 
 

Subject content 
 
GCSE mathematics has become more demanding for all students. 
 

 The volume of subject content has been increased. 

 The demand of subject content has increased, both at Foundations 
and Higher levels. 

 The total time for examinations has increased, from 31/2 hours to 41/2 
hours. 

 There are three papers, all of which are sat at the end of the course. 

 In the assessments there’s a greater emphasis on problem solving 
and mathematical reasoning, with more marks now being allocated 
to these higher-order skills.  

 Students will be required to memorise formulae – fewer formulae 
will be provided in examinations. 
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For GCSE Foundation Mathematics content is assessed in these 
proportions: 

 
 
For GCSE Higher Mathematics content is assessed in these proportions: 
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Students should be able to:  
 
Use and apply standard techniques, including: 

 accurately recall facts, terminology and definitions  

 use and interpret notation correctly  

 accurately carry out routine procedures or set tasks requiring multi-
step solutions.  

 
Reason, interpret and communicate mathematically, including: 

 make deductions, inferences and draw conclusions from 
mathematical information  

 construct chains of reasoning to achieve a given result  

 interpret and communicate information accurately  

 present arguments and proofs  

 assess the validity of an argument and critically evaluate a 
given way of presenting information.  

 
Solve problems within mathematics and other contexts, including:  

 translate problems in mathematical or non- mathematical 
contexts into a process or a series of mathematical processes  

 make and use connections between different parts of 
mathematics  

 interpret results in the context of the given problem  

 evaluate methods used and results obtained  

 evaluate solutions to identify how they may have been affected 
by assumptions made.  

 
 

Revision Sources: 

CGP Revision Guides 
www.mymaths.co.uk 
www.corbettmaths.com 
GCSEPod 

 

 

  

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
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How can you support your child with mathematics 

revision? 

1. Ensure your child practises mathematics regularly. Corbettmaths 

has a great 5-a-day section that consists of short questions that 

target key skills. 

 

2. Support your child in accessing past papers from the exam board 

online. Although these relate to the old specification, the topics are 

broadly the same and will give valuable practise in answering exam 

type questions. 

 

3. Help your child to practise key skills, such as times tables, 

performing basic calculations and using ratio (e.g. in the form of 

recipes) on a regular basis. 

 

4. Ensure that they complete their MyMaths homework – this will 

underpin and reinforce work that has been done in class.  

 

5. Use the MyMaths and Corbettmaths websites. Both have good 

revision tools, such as the topic related videos with related question 

papers on Corbettmaths. 
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AQA Combined Science: Trilogy (8464) 
 

GCSE Science consists of three components: Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics. Students sit two papers in each component and can be entered 

at either Foundation or Higher tier. 

 

Foundation Tier papers are made up of:  

 low demand questions (aimed at grades 1‒3)  

 standard demand questions (aimed at grades 4‒5).  

Higher Tier papers are made up of:  

 standard demand questions (aimed at grade 5)  

 standard/high demand questions (aimed at grades 6‒7)  

 high demand questions (aimed at grades 8‒9). 

 

Each exam lasts 1 hour, 15 minutes, consisting of 70 marks (16.7% of 

their GCSE grade).  All papers will contain a mixture of multiple choice, 

structured, close answer questions and open response questions. 

 

Students are now expected to memorise required formulae and there will 

only be a limited number of formulae provided in the examination.  There 

is also a greater proportion of mathematical questions on each exam, so 

it is important to remember to use your maths skills in your exams. 

 

Students will receive a double grade eg. 4-4 or 4-3. These are awarded 

against a 17-point scale (9–9, 9–8, 8–8, 8–7,…,2–2, 2–1, 1–1) 
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Subject content 
 

Biology 

1. Cell biology 

2. Organisation 

3. Infection and response 

4. Bioenergetics 

5. Homeostasis and response 

6. Inheritance, variation and evolution 

7. Ecology 

 

Chemistry 

8. Atomic structure and the periodic table 

9. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter 

10. Quantitative chemistry 

11. Chemical changes 

12. Energy changes 

13. The rate and extent of chemical change 

14. Organic chemistry 

15. Chemical analysis 

16. Chemistry of the atmosphere 

17. Using resources 

Physics 

18. Energy 

19. Electricity 

20. Particle model of matter 

21. Atomic structure 

22. Forces 

23. Waves 

24. Magnetism and electromagnetism 
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Revision Sources: 

www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrkw2hv  
http://www.planet-science.com 
CGP Guides 
GCSEPod  

 

 
How can you support your child with Science 
revision? 
 
There is a copy of the physics equations on Google classroom – test 
your child regularly on the different equations. 
 
Encourage your child to break the topics down into smaller chunks – 
using mind maps or flashcards to summarise key ideas.   You can also 
use these resources to ask them questions and check their 
understanding. 
 
Develop mnemonics eg for the reactivity series to help you remember 
the order of elements. 
 
Support your child downloading past exam papers from the exam board 
website – although they are different to the current specification, they will 
provide a bank of resources which could be used to practice different 
questions. 
 
Provide lots of bananas – they are full of potassium which is needed to 
make the neural connections in the brain whilst revising. 

 
 


