


 Revision
 Achieving in Mathematics

 Achieving in English
 Achieving in Science
 Key dates



Mock examinations and coursework 
completion days begin during the week 
commencing 5th March.

There are also some external assessments 
taking place which count towards 
students’ final grade.



Students should start thinking about 
their revision now.

In order to revise effectively, 
students should use techniques that 
work best for them.



• TIME MANAGEMENT 

• CONCENTRATION/MEMORY 

• NOTETAKING

• COPING UNDER PRESSURE

• UNDERSTANDING INFORMATION 

• MOTIVATION/ATTITUDE 

• WRITING 



• Mnemonics to help with information recall (Naughty elephants squirt water)

• Mind Maps to draw connections 

• The Peg System to help remember sequences 



Need to learn a sequence of events, a formula, a list of techniques or key 
points? There are a number of different mnemonics that can help.

4) Peg System. There are a lot of versions of this but one of the 

most effective is taking a room of your house. Trying to learn words in a 
sequence can be made easier using this method.

Try it: The journey - Think of a room in your house that you know 
really well. Picture looking around it, staring on your left. Pick 
out twelve places in the order that you would see them (bed, 
drawers, cupboard, window, light…If you can’t think of 12 
places, think of two rooms with 6 places in each). You’ll now 
hear a list of 12 words. Put the first word in/on the first 
place/object in your room that you see, the second word in/on 
the second place object in your room and so on…

The List

Banana 
Sock

Chewing gum
Comedy wig

Toilet roll
Book
Shoe
Pencil
Cup

Mobile phone
Pet cat

Ice cream



Mrs Myhill
(Assistant Principal)



AQA English Language (8700)

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

50%, 1 hour 45 minutes

Section A: Reading one literature fiction text

• Reading (40 marks) (25%) – one single text

• 1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)

• 2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks)

• 1 extended question (1 x 20 marks)

Section B: Writing descriptive or narrative writing

Writing (40 marks) (25%)

1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical 

accuracy)



Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives

50%, 1 hour 45 minutes

Section A: Reading one non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text

• Reading (40 marks) (25%) – two linked texts

• 1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)

• 2 longer form questions (1 x 8, 1 x 12 marks)

• 1 extended question (1 x 16 marks)

Section B: Writing to present a viewpoint

Writing (40 marks) (25%)

1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical 

accuracy)









Ensure your child is frequently reading non-fiction articles.

Discuss some of the articles with them; pick out the key pieces of information, ask your 
children to explain some of the language choices, get them to practise their summarising 
skills with a newspaper through highlighting the main facts and summarise the main points 
concisely.

Pick up any spelling errors you see them make when they are writing – make them type e-
mails and texts to you in Standard English.

Get familiar with some language techniques such as similes, metaphors and onomatopoeia. 
Get your child to write cue cards, one for each technique, and write a clear definition with 
examples. When it comes to the exam they will have the correct vocabulary to analyse the 
writer’s work, as revision you can test them using the cue cards.

With the same articles, ask your child to attempt to write a response in 
different styles such as a speech, journal entry, letter or magazine article.  
Give them a voice or audience to change it to. 



AQA English Literature (8702)

40%, 1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 1: Macbeth and Frankenstein 

Section A Shakespeare:
Students will answer one question on Macbeth. They will be required to write in 
detail about an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a whole. 

Section B The 19th-century novel:
Students will answer one question on Frankenstein, they will be required to write 
in detail about an extract from the novel and then to write about the novel as a 
whole.



Paper 2: An Inspector Calls, Power and Conflict Poetry (16 poems) and 

UNSEEN poetry

60%, 2 hour 15 minutes

Section A Modern texts: Students will answer one essay question from a choice of 
two on their studied modern prose or drama text. 

Section B Poetry: Students will answer one comparative question on one named 
poem printed on the paper and one other poem from the Power and Conflict 
Cluster of the anthology.

Section C Unseen poetry: Students will answer one question on one unseen poem 
and one question comparing this poem with a second unseen poem.

All exams are closed text exams.  This means no copies of the novels, play or 
poems are allowed in the exam hall.  Each student MUST know their texts and be 
able to quote from them.





You child needs to know:
• Characters
• Themes
• Plot
• Key quotations
• Social and Historical context

Ask your child to produce mind maps of the characters, or the themes etc.

Quiz your child on the characters.  Get them to tell you details of them, and then find 
quotes in their books to support this.  This can be replicated with themes, plot etc.

Poetry – Read poems with your child and get them to explain the meaning, 
identify any interesting details, and then get them to identify literary techniques.  



Mr Pillar
(Assistant Principal)



Edexcel Mathematics (1MA1)

GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation tier (Grades 1-5) and a Higher tier (Grades 4-9). 
Grades 4 & 5 overlap between the Foundation and Higher tiers, so common questions 
targeted at these grades will appear in the respective papers for each tier. Examinations for 
both qualifications have the same structure:

Paper 1: Non-Calculator
Paper 2: Calculator 
Paper 3: Calculator

Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes and worth 80 marks (33.3% of the final mark)

Each paper contains a mix of question styles, from short, single-mark questions to multi-
step problems. The mathematical demand increases as a student progresses through the 
paper.



• GCSE mathematics has become more demanding for all students.

• The volume of subject content has increased.

• The demand of subject content has increased, both at Foundations and Higher 
levels.

• The total time for examinations has increased, from 31/2 hours to 41/2 hours.

• There are three papers, all of which are sat at the end of the course.

• In the assessments there’s a greater emphasis on problem solving and 
mathematical reasoning, with more marks now being allocated to these 
higher-order skills. 

• Students will be required to memorise formulae – fewer formulae will be 
provided in examinations.













How can you support your child with mathematics revision?

Ensure your child practises mathematics regularly. Corbettmaths has a great 5-a-day 
section that consists of short questions that target key skills.

Support your child in accessing past papers from the exam board online. Although these 
relate to the old specification, the topics are broadly the same and will give valuable 
practise in answering exam type questions.

Help your child to practise key skills, such as times tables, performing basic calculations 
and using ratio (e.g. in the form of recipes) on a regular basis.

Ensure that they complete their MyMaths homework – this will underpin and reinforce 
work that has been done in class. 

Use the MyMaths and Corbettmaths websites. Both have good revision tools, such as the 
topic related videos with related question papers on Corbettmaths.



Tuesday, 20th February 

2018 

Revision Skills Morning (Periods 1 and 2) 

- Action Jackson 

- GCSEPod Demonstration and launch

Beginning Monday, 5th 

March 2018 

Three-week period for Mock Examinations and

Vocational coursework workshops

Thursday, 29th March 

2018 

‘Maximize Your Potential’ – Revision Morning 

(Academic Review Day for the rest of the academy)

Tuesday, 8th May 2018 GCSE Examinations begin 

Friday, 29th June 2018 Y11 Leavers' Assembly. Final day for Y11 students 

Thursday, 12th July 2018 Year 11 Prom 

Thursday, 23rd August 

2018 

GCSE Result Results Day 



• March Mock timetable published next week

• Half-term revision sessions

• Full revision programme during the Easter holidays

• After school revision sessions taking place

• Boosters begin after Easter holidays. Form Time intervention 
continues. 


