
Disadvantaged Report – 2013/2014 
 

Introduction 
 

The Pupil Premium was introduced in April 2011 and is paid by means of a specific grant 
based on the school census figures. It is primarily for pupils registered as eligible for Free 
School Meals. However, a premium has also been introduced for Looked after Children, 
children who have been adopted from care and for children whose parents are currently 
serving in the armed forces.  
 
The Pupil Premium is additional funding given to raise the attainment of these pupils and 
close the gap between them and their peers.  
 

Objectives  
 
It is a priority for the Academy that the additional funding reaches pupils who need it most 
and that it makes a significant impact on both their education and their lives in general: 
 

1. The Pupil Premium is used to provide additional educational support to improve the 
progress and raise the standard of achievement for these pupils. In particular, it is 
used to narrow and close the gap between the achievement of these pupils and their 
peers. 

2. The funding is also used to address any inequalities in terms of opportunities 
between children eligible for Pupil Premium and their peers. 

 
School Policy 

 
The Principal and Governing Body have agreed a policy for Pupil Premium to guide the use 
of funds and to ensure that it represents value for money. 
 

Accountability 
 
The Principal and Leadership and Management Team will regularly monitor, evaluate and 
review strategies put in place for Pupil Premium and report to the Governing Body on its 
progress and impact. To monitor progress on attainment and achievement new measures 
have been included in the performance tables and capture the achievement of pupils 
covered by the Pupil Premium. At Cliff Park OA the usual cycle of data collection and the 
consequent monitoring and tracking will also be used to inform judgements about pupil 
progress, to facilitate early identification of need and to evaluate interventions.  
 

Statistics 2013-2014 
 

1. There were 303 pupils who were entitled to benefit from the additional funding 
within the Academy. 

2. Each pupil received £900. 
3. In the academic year 2013-2014 the school received £272,700 in additional funds. 



 
Strategy  

 
(To be read in conjunction with the Disadvantaged Plan and proposed spend for 2013-2014) 
 
The Academy continuously reviews carefully the needs of all pupils. In the academic year 
2013-2014 we decided to use the following intervention strategies which were aimed at 
accelerating progress and moving pupils entitled to funding to at least national 
expectations, particularly in English and Mathematics: 
 

1. To improve outcomes for all Disadvantaged pupils at Key Stage 4 bringing 
attainment in-line with expectations. Initiatives included 1:1 and/or small group 
support in English and/or Mathematics and a holiday revision programme. These 
opportunities were made available to all pupils in Year 11 but Disadvantaged pupils 
were particularly targeted. We used a number of partners such as, Pet-Xi and Options 
East to support an identified cohort of Disadvantaged pupils not achieving on a more 
traditional curriculum model. 

2. To improve transition outcomes for all Disadvantaged pupils to bring attainment in-
line with expectations. Initiatives included a Summer School for all Year 6 pupils who 
had an insecure L4 or a secure L3 in English and/or Mathematics at KS2. Within this 
cohort there was an identified cohort of Disadvantaged and CLA pupils invited to 
attend. Additionally, an LSA has been contracted to work extra hours to increase our 
capacity for 1:1 and small group Tuition in English and Mathematics at Key Stage 3. 
Effective materials for pupils entitled to Disadvantaged funding aimed at raising 
standards for those lagging behind in English and Mathematics have also been 
purchased (Essential Maths, Lexia, Rapid Reader Plus and Catch Up Literacy etc.).    

3. To create additional Teaching and Learning opportunities for all pupils entitled to 
funding to bring attainment in-line with national expectations. The Academy has 
appointed a number of additional TAs to support pupil learning in the classroom. We 
have also implemented an engagement subsidy to enable Disadvantaged pupils to 
fully access extra-curricular and extended curriculum activities (“Girls Active”, the 
“Children’s Coach”, D of E and a Homework Club etc.). We have retained the services 
of a full time counsellor and a Cluster Learning Mentor to develop pupil resilience 
and, where appropriate, to improve their study skills up to GCSE.   

4. To implement strategies to address the attendance gap.  In addition to the 
initiatives above, we have appointed a Parent Support Officer and an Attendance 
Officer to liaise directly with, and further support, “harder to reach” families entitled 
to the grant. 



 

Impact 
 
Overall, the evidence gathered through the Academy’s self-evaluation strategy indicates 
that intervention strategies have been largely successful, having a positive impact on the 
progress, standards and achievement of those pupils entitled to the additional funds: 
 

1. Despite the more rigorous examination system, Year 11 examination results 
indicate that the performance of our Disadvantaged pupils is in-line or better than 
national expectations for 2014: 

 

Performance of Disadvantaged Students compared to National Average 
 

 % 5A*-C 
Inc. EM 

% English 
A*-C 

% Maths 
A*-C 

VA English VA  Maths VA 

Disadvantaged 
(2013) 

21 24 51 977.5 996 998.2 

Disadvantaged 
(2014) 

37 56 53 1024.6  1001.6 1001.2 

National 
Disadvantaged 
(2014) 

37 51 49 

977.5 
(National 

Other 
1008.1) 

998.5 
(National 

Other 
1000.6) 

998.3 
(National 

Other 
1000.6) 

Difference 
(2014) 

+1 +5 +4 
+47.1 

(+16.5) 
+3.1 (+1) +2.9 (+0.6) 

 
 
5 A*-C including English and Mathematics 
 

 2013 2014  
 Cohort School National 

Non D 
Diff Cohort School National 

Non D 
Diff 

All 
Pupils 

193 38 67 -29 197 53 55  -2 

D 
47 21 

67 (D 
40) 

-46 60 37 
62 (D 
36) 

-25 

Non D 146 43 67 -24 137 60 62 -2 

Within 
School 
Gap 

 -22    -23   

 
 
 
 
% of Pupils Making Expected Progress in English 
 



 2013 2014  
 Cohort School National 

Non D 
Diff Cohort School National 

Non D 
Diff 

All 
Pupils 

190 46 74 -28 196 82 70 +12 

D 
45 33 

74 (D 
53) 

-41 60 71 
75 (D 
58) 

-4 

Non D 145 50 74 -24 136 87 75 +12 

Within 
School 
Gap 

 -17    -11   

 
% of Pupils Making Expected Progress in Mathematics 
 

 2013 2014 

 
Cohort School 

National 
Non D 

Diff Cohort School 
National 

Non D 
Diff 

All 
Pupils 

190 67 76 -9 196 77 65 +12 

D 
45 56 

76 (D 
54) 

-20 60 59 
71 (D 
48) 

-12 

Non D 145 71 76 -5 136 84 71 +13 

Within 
School 
Gap 

 -15    -25   

 
Commentary: 
 

 Despite significant changes to the national examination system, 53% of pupils 
achieved the “gold standard” of 5 A*-C grades including English and Mathematics 
in 2014. This is in comparison to 38.3% of pupils in the academic year 2012-2013. 
The attainment of Disadvantaged pupils has particularly improved and is in-line 
with national expectations at 37%. Despite the significantly weaker cohort (45% of 
Disadvantaged cohort had “low” prior ability), the “within school gap” has only 
marginally increased.  This is a key area for development in the academic year 
2014-2015. 

 Progress in English and Maths exceeds national expectations and the “within 
school gap” has decreased in English. This is projected to drop further in 2015. 
Addressing the widening gap (within school) in Maths is a key priority for the 
academic year 2014-2015. 

 The Value Added data for Disadvantaged students in this cohort is highly 
favourable when compared with the national data for 2014. This is particularly 
true in the Core provisions of English and Maths where the VA scores are over 
1000 for the Disadvantaged cohort and exceed the scores for National Other. 



 
2. There has been a significant reduction in the number of Disadvantaged Pupils in 

Year 7 who are below a secure L4 in English and Mathematics: 
 
Year 7 English Catch-Up 
 

Number of pupils below Level 4 
start of Year 7 

55 

Number of Disadvantaged Pupils 
below Level 4 start of Year 7 

26 

% pupils now Level 4+ 49% (27) 
% Disadvantaged pupils now Level 
4+ 

46% (12) 

% non-Disadvantaged pupils now 
Level 4+ 

52% (15) 

Within School Gap -6 

 
Year 7 Maths Catch-up 

 
Number of pupils below Level 4 48 

Number of Disadvantaged 
Pupils below Level 4 

20 

% pupils now Level 4+ 58% (28) 
% Disadvantaged pupils now 
Level 4+ 

55% (11) 

% non-Disadvantaged pupils 
now Level 4+ 

61% (17) 

Within School Gap -6 

 
 
Commentary: 
 

 There has been a 49% reduction in the number of pupils who are currently operating 
at a National Curriculum Level below 4 in English.  46% of Disadvantaged students in 
this cohort have met this measure.  

 There has been a 58% reduction in the number of pupils who are currently operating 
at a National Curriculum Level below 4 in Mathematics.  55% of Disadvantaged pupils 
in this cohort have met this measure.  

 The “within school gap” for both measures remains small and further interventions 
are being put in place to reduce this number further. 

 
3. Attendance figures for the academic year 2013-2014 indicate that the attendance 

of our Disadvantaged students is also improving: 
 



 Percentage attendance for all pupils has increased to 93.8%. 

 Percentage attendance for Disadvantaged pupils remains below the whole-school 
figure and national expectations for all students (94%). However, in the academic 
year 2013-2014 the figure has increased by 2.2% to 91% overall.  

 The “within school gap” has decreased by 1.5% to just 2.8%.  

 Attendance for Disadvantaged pupils has dropped slightly in Year 8 but interventions 
to address this issue are a priority. In particularly, a second Parent Support Worker 
has been appointed through the Ormiston Academy Trust with a specific remit to 
work with our “harder to reach” families. 



 
 

Disadvantaged 2014-2015 
 
For full information regarding the use of the grant for 2014-2015, please refer to the 
Disadvantaged Plan, proposed spend documents for 2014-2015 and associated termly 
updates. 
 

 
 
 


